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University Facts

BACKGROUND: The Florida State University is one of
eleven units of the Division of Colleges and Universi-
ties of the Florida Board of Education...It was estab-
lished as the Seminary West of the Suwannee by an
act of the Florida Legislature in 1851 and first offered
instruction at the postsecondary level in 1857...Its Tal-
lahassee campus has been the site of an institution of
higher education longer than any other site in the
state...In 1905, the Buckman Act reorganized higher
education in the state and designated the Tallahassee
school as the Florida Female College...In 1909, it was
renamed Florida State College for Women...In 1947,
the school returned to co-educational status, and the
name was changed to The Florida State University...It
has grown from an enroliment of 2,583 in 1946 to an
enrollment of 40,474 in the Fall Semester 2006.

ENROLLMENT (FALL, 2005): Total, 40,474 ...76.7%
undergrad, 20.2% grad, 3.1% unclassified...79.9%
in-state...93.8% from the United States... students
from all 50 states and the District of Columbia are in
attendance...18 states contributed over 100 students
each...19 foreign countries contributed over 25 stu-
dents each...female, 56.4%...male, 43.6%...minor-
ity, 24.9%...international, 3.2%.

ACREAGE: Main Campus: 451.6 acres in Tallahassee,
Leon County (main campus)...Panama City Branch:
25.6 acres in Panama City, Bay County...The univer-
sity owns a total of 1,530.4 acres in Leon, Bay, Franklin,
Sarasota, & Gadsden counties...Sites are leased in
Marion and Leon counties in Florida, and other loca-
tions overseas.

COLLEGES/DEGREE PROGRAMS: With 16 colleges and
schools, students may take courses of study leading
to the baccalaureate degree in 99 degree programs,
to the master’s degree in 112 degree programs, to
the advanced master’s degree in one program, to the
specialist degree in 26 degree programs, to the doc-
torate degree in 73 degree programs, and to the pro-
fessional degree in two degree programs. The aca-
demic divisions are the Colleges of Arts and Sciences,
Business, Communication, Criminology and Criminal
Justice, Education, Engineering, Human Sciences, In-
formation, Law, Medicine, Music, Social Science, So-
cial Work and Visual Arts, Theatre and Dance; and the
Schools of Motion Picture, Television, and Recording
Arts and Nursing.

OPERATING BUDGET (2006-07): $1,011,736,496

DEGREES AWARDED FOR 2005-06: Bachelor,
6,938...Masters, 1,821...Doctorate, 325...Medical
Doctorate, 36...Specialist, 51...Judge Doctorate,
240... Total, 9,411

ENTERING FRESHMAN FACTS (FALL, 2006): The
middle 50 percent High School GPA, 3.3-3.9; SAT score
1090-1240, ACT score 23-27. There were 46 Na-
tional Merit Scholars, 17 National Achievement Schol-
ars, and 16 Hispanic Scholars enrolled as undergradu-
ate students during the Fall 2006 term.

RETENTION RATE: First year, 100%...second year,
88%...third year, 77%...fourth year, 74%.

FACULTY/STAFF: Total 2,291...FSU’s faculty includes
some past graduates, such as former astronauts Dr.
Norm Thagard, who teaches Electrical Engineering,
and Winston Scott who serves as Vice President of
Student Affairs ...FSU’s faculty has included six dy-
namic Nobel Laureates: 12 members elected to Na-
tional Academy of Sciences...10 members of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences...and two
Pulitzer Prize winners Ellen T. Zwilich and Robert Olen
Butler.

EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES: Florida State University
has a uniqueness in providing programs that are con-
sistent in excellence across the board, from fine arts
and humanities to the hard sciences...The balance of
programs is based on FSU’s long tradition as a leading
liberal arts institution combined with its position as
one of the top 10 universities in generating research-
based revenues...FSU is the most wired campus in
Florida, and was recently ranked 18th most connected
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university in the nation by Yahoo! Internet Life.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ABROAD: FSU offers
a variety of overseas study opportunities for students
during the regular academic year. FSU has study cen-
ters located in Florence, Italy; Panama City, Republic
of Panama; Valencia, Spain; and London, England.
Courses at the study centers are offered each semes-
ter and cover a wide range of subject areas perfect for
meeting general and liberal studies requirements. In-
ternational Programs also offers study programs, some
general and some major specific, in: Cairns, Australia;
Salvador, Brazil; Tianjin, China; San Jose, Costa Rica;
Dubrovnik, Croatia; Prague, Czech Republic; Napo,
Ecuador; London, England; Paris, France; Dublin, Ire-
land; Tokyo, Japan; Moscow, Russia; and Leysin, Swit-
zerland. A summer Law program is offered in Oxford,
England. There is one Linkage Institute, FLORICA, in
Costa Rica, and Beyond Borders programs in Turrialba,
Costa Rica, Kingston, Jamaica, and Dresden, Germany.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: FSU has over 400 stu-
dent organizations that allow students to find their
own niche.

FINANCIAL AID: FSU offers two types of financial assis-
tance: need-based and merit-based...Over $160 mil-
lion is given away for financial assistance each year.

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO: 18-1... Many of the gen-
eral education classes are large, lecture classes; how-
ever, over 70 percent of major classes have less than
40 students.

RESEARCH: The Florida State University has built a repu-
tation as a strong research center in both the sciences
and the humanities. It is expected that more than $100
million in external funds will be generated this year by
the university faculty and administration as supple-
ments to state funds used for research. These external
funds are in the form of contracts and grants from
private foundations, industries, and government agen-
cies, and are used to support research, improve re-
search facilities, and provide stipends for graduate stu-
dents.

SPONSORED RESEARCH (2005-06): $173,605,359

LIBRARY HOLDINGS: The University Library System
contains over 2.9 million volumes, of which more than
334,000 are available electronically as e-books. The
libraries subscribe to more than 51,000 current serials
including academic journals, professional and trade
journals, and major newspapers from around the coun-
try and the globe in both paper and electronic for-
mats. The libraries also subscribe to more than 300
databases. The FSU Libraries include 8 libraries on cam-
pus: The Robert Manning Strozier Library, Paul A. M.
Dirac Science Library, Mildred and Claude Pepper Li-
brary, Warren Allen Music Library, Harold Goldstein
Library and Information Science Library, College of
Law Library, College of Medicine Medical Library, and
the College of Engineering Library. Library materials
and services are also available at the FSU Panama City
Campus, as well as International Programs study cen-
ters in London, Florence, and Panama, and a collec-
tion of art and related materials at the John and Mable
Ringling Museum of Art in Sarasota, Florida.
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Prominent Alumni

RITA COOLIDGE

Rita Coolidge, a two-time Grammy Award winner, has worked
with Joe Cocker on his “Mad Dog and Englishman” tour and also
toured and recorded with the likes of Eric Clapton, Jimi Hendrix, Bob
Dylan, Leon Russell and Stephen Stills.

LEE CORSO

Lee Corso, a college football analyst for ESPN, joined the network
in 1987 after 28 years of football coac in(]; exPerience at the college
and professional levels. He is a game analyst for Thursday night
telecasts and is a studio analyst for College GameDay.

BARBARA HARRIS
Barbara Harris is the Editor-In-Chief of SHAPE Magazine, the
largest national monthly health and fitness publication for women in
the United States. She lettered in volleyball at FSU from 1974-77.

TRAYLOR HOWARD
Traylor Howard is an actress best known for her role as “Sharon”
in the ABC TV series “Two Guys and a Girl.” Her feature film credits
include “Me, Myself & Irene,” with Jim Carey (2000), “Dirty Work,”
and “Confessions of a Sexist Pig.” She is currently featured as
“Natalie” in the series “Monk” on the the USA Network.

JOHN MARKS

John Marks, Mayor of the City of Tallahassee, is the manag-
ing partner of the Tallahassee office of Adorno & Yoss. He is on
the Board of Directors of Fringe Benefits Management Company,
a privately held financial services company. He currently serves
on the Board of Directors of the Florida League of Cities, the
Tallahasse Economic Development Council, the Tallahassee/Leon
County Civic Center Authority, the Sunshine State Governmental
Financing Commission, and the Economic Club of Florida. He
received his B.S. degree in 1969 from the Florida State University
School of Business and his Juris Doctor degree in 1972 from the
FSU College of Law. Mr. Marks also served four years in the U.S.
Air Force as a Judge Advocate.

GABRIELLE REECE

Gabrielle Reece began modeling in 1989 and has appeared on
numerous magazine covers. She is internationally recognized as a top
fashion model and spokesperson for several companies, including
Nike. Reece co-wrote a book with Karen Karbo (July 1997) about her
life as a pro volleyball player “Big Girl in the Middle.”

BURT REYNOLDS

Burt Reynolds, who has as enjoyed enormous success as an actor
and director in feature films, television and stage productions, is a
Golden Globe winner, Oscar nominee, Emmy Award winner, winner of
12 People's Choice Awards including five for favorite motion picture
actor and three for favorite all-round male entertainer.

DR. TONEA STEWART

Dr. Tonea Stewart is a
professional actress, tenured
Professor and Director of Theatre
Arts at Alabama State University.
As an actor, she is best known
for her recurring role in “In the
Heat of the Night” as Aunt Etta
Kibbe.

NORM THAGARD
Former NASA Astronaut,

Norm Thagard, logged over 140
days in space during five space
flights. He was a mission specialist
on STS-7 in 1983 on Orbiter
Challenger, the flight engineer on
STS-51B in 1985, aboard Chal-
lenger and STS-30 in 1989, on
Orbiter Atlantis, the payload
commander on STS-42 in 1992,
aboard the Shuttle Discovery and
was the cosmonaut researcher on
the Russian Mir 18 mission in 1995.
He is currently on Faculty at FSU in
the College of Engineering.

Shape Magazine
Editor-In-Chief Barbara Harris

baahireis Errre

Pir. Tisirn =Sfimmard

OTHER DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI;

Jason Altmire, U.S. Congressman
from Pennsylvania

Reubin Askew, former Governor
of Florida

Paul Azinger, professional golfer

Alan Ball, award-winning writer,
received the 1999 Academy
Award for Best Original Screen-
play for “American Beauty”

John W. Bradley, actor, “The New
Adventures of Robin Hood”

Clifton Campbell, playwright

Davis Gaines, performer, “The
Phantom of the Opera”

Jane Geddes, professional golfer
Paul Gleason, actor, “Trading
Places,” “The Breakfast Club”
Parris Glendenning, former

Governor of Maryland

ESPN GameDay'’s Lee Corso

Hubert Green, professional golfer

Tara Dawn Holland Christensen,
Miss America 1997

Linda Keever, Editor in Chief
Florida Trend Magazine

Tony LaRussa, Manager, St. Louis
Cardinals

Doug Marlette, Pulitzer Prize win-
ner for editorial cartooning

DelLane Matthews, actress

Michael Piontek, actor

Henry Polic, actor

Charles G. Rex,
Philharmonic

Victor Rivers, actor and spokesper-
son for The National Network
To End Domestic Violence

Stephen J. Rothman, theatre
director

Winston Scott, former NASA
astronaut

Steven Sears, writer and producer

Randy Ser, theatrical director

Sonny Shroyer, actor, “The Dukes
of Hazard”

Richard Simmons, diet and exer-
cise guru

Robert Urich, actor, “Vega$,”
“Spencer For Hire”

Dr. Valint Vazsonyi, international
concert pianist

Claudia Waite, award-winning so-

rano

Ellen Taaffe Zwillich, first woman
to win Pulitzer Prize in music

Linda Zoghby, opera singer

New York

Actor Burt Reynolds with former
Seminole Warrick Dunn
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