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GEORGIA TECH vs. FLORIDA STATE

January 22, 1972

Tonight Georgia Tech wraps up its current three-
game home stand against one of the nation’s finest
college basketball teams—Florida State. The Semi-
noles, 13-2 before Wednesday’s battle with South
Alabama, are rated 10th in the country by United
Press International and 11th by the Assocaited
Press.

Coach Hugh Durham’s talented club has the rec-
ord, statistics and performances to back up such
lofty rankings. The Seminoles, with four starters
scoring in double figures, have beaten their oppon-
ents by an average of 91--71 and had won eight
straight games before Wednesday's encounter,

FSU is so good, in fact, its only two losses came
at Hawaii, one when the officials ended the con-
test midway through the first half after a disagree-
ment with Durham. Since then the Seminoles have
been flying high and mostly on the road, at that.
A week ago they beat strong Houston in a true
test of evenly-matched basketball powers.

Durham, who recently won his 100th game in
this, his sixth year as head coach, said before the
season began, “Potentially this could be a very fine
team. But potential does not win games, performance
does.” Well, Durham’s charges, a blend of youth
and experience, have played outstanding basketball
during the first half of the season.

Durham was able to settle on a starting lineup
early and it has paid off. Ron King, a 6-4 junior
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wing man who holds FSU’s single-game scoring rec-
ord of 46 peints, has been averaging 21 points to
head the Seminoles’ potent attack. Reggie Royals,
a 6-10 junior, has scored about 17 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds per outing. Senior Rowland
Garrett, a 6-6 wing man, and sophomore Lawrence
McCray, a 6-11 low post, are Florida State’s other
double figure scorer at about 12 points each. Play-
maker Greg Samuel, a 5-8 senior, contributes about
eight from his point position.

So, obviously, the Jackets will have their work
cut out for them tonight. Coach Whack Hyder, en-
couraged by Tech’s solid victory over Notre Dame
Monday (the Engineers met Tulane Thursday), likely
will stick with his usual starting five, That would
be forwards Steve Post, still the Jackets’ most ac-
curate shooter and leading scorer, and Bob (Peanut)
Murphy, center Karl Binns, and guards Frank
Samoylo and John Hoggle.

The Tech-Florida State series is knotted at cight
games apiece and there have been some interesting
recent confrontations. Last season and two years
before that the Jackets won at Tallahassee, a rare
happening, while the Seminoles won in Atlanta.

Tech plays at Alabama Tuesday and at Clemson
next Saturday before returning to Alexander Me-
morial Coliseum against rival Georgia Wednesday,
Feb. 2. The Baby Jackets, playing in the Queen City
Tournament tonight in Gainesville, are scheduled in
preliminaries to the Clemson and Georgia games.

RON KING
Florida State
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