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The Gipson gang
tramples Tampa

By Gerald Ensley
Democrat staf! writer

Playing with intensity on defense and
i1se on offense, the Florida State men’s
_team exploded out of the gate
Monduy with a season-opening 89-52 victory
iy F e the
4,119 spectators in Talla-
hnno-l:oon County Civic Center watched
the Seminoles improve on an 83-70 victory
over the Spartans last season. Tampa, a Di-
vision II national-playoff icipant last
season, is 0-2 after giving ue a
fight Saturday before succumbing 76-72.
FSU received all the points it needed
from its pair of big men, 6-foot-10 Al Gipson
and 6-8 Randy Allen. Gipson sco 33
points — two short of his career high — and
Allen added 20. Gipson, with an all-round
performance that included four blocks, three

FAMU opens home season, 4D

steals and an assist, tied teammate Granville
Arnold for game rebounding honors with 11.

“I hope to play a game like this every
ntiﬁ‘ht. I was getting bumped a lot but was
still getting my shot off,” said Gipson, who
was the leading scorer in the Metro Confer-
ence last season with an average of 20.2
points a game. “I think the main thing was
that we played great defense. Last year, Al
(Miller, the Spartans’ leading scorer) gave us
lots of problems.”

Miller scored 20 points Monday, eight of
them coming in the final 10 minutes, after
FSU already held a 31-point lead. The only
other Spartan in double figures was fresh-
man Nate Johnston with 10 points.

See GIPSON, 4D
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