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FSU reaches Metro final

Seminoles win by 75-65
over 3rd-seed Cincinnati

By Gerald Ensley
Democrat stall writer

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Disas-
ter's Darlings now have a date with
destiny.

The rendezvous was i
Friday night when the Florida
State Seminoles beat the Cincin-
nati Bearcats 75-65 in the semifi-
nals of the Metro Conference
tournament.

Saturday afternoon a week ago,
the Seminoles were 11-15 and in
last place in the Metro Conference,

" a spot they had owned since their
first conference game in January.
Today at 2 p.m., the 14-15 Semi-
noles play on national television for
the Metro championship and a trip
to the NCAA tournament.

“Whatever words of happiness
you want to put on it, that's how I
feel right now,” said FSU head coa-
ch Joe Williams.

Perhaps nothing more can be
expected from these Seminoles,
who at one point in the season had
lost nine straight and 11 of 12
games. Perhaps just making it to
their fourth Metro final in nine
years (the last coming in
1980;,they've never won) is enough
to rescue this previously disap-

pointing FSU season. But, for what
will be a game with top-seeded
Memphis State, the Seminoles are
still hungry.

“I don’t consider this a miracle.
I felt coming in that we were the
darkhorse of this tournament,”
said FSU senior Maurice Myrick,
who today will set a new Seminole
career mark for games played when
he participates in his 116th game.
“We're more determined than ever
to win the whole thing. Hopefully,
something good is going to
happen.”

The key to good things Friday
were an aggressive defense and a
scorching second-half shooting. Six
blocked shots added to six steals
added to 71 percent shooting in the
final 20 minutes equalled elimina-
tion for Cincinnati.

“It's clear that Florida State
outplayed us,"” said Cincinnati coa-
ch Tony Yates, whose team holds
hopes that its 16-13 record will
earn it a postseason trip some-
where. “Two things happened. One
was that they played effective of-
fense, and drilled the baskets they
had to have (shooting 52 percent
for the game). Second was that
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they excollent defense and
forced ue to take some tough shots.

“This doesn't surprise me. It's

m ugut of last season when
ida State started slow, then
ﬂnhhad n:::n pmhbly the hottest

"Thoymm tobothlt kind of
club.”

artificial human heart was in-
stalled, new life clearly has been
pumped into the Seminoles. As
tlwy did Thursday In an opcnint
round victory over Virginia T
the Seminoles played Friday with a
new-found intensity and team
spirit.

“We have become great friends,
and we have & common goAL" said
FSU guard Dean Shaffer, whose
nino assists gave him & sure-to-be
nereased tournament record of 21
former Seminole Tony

ways, just
ly, is 6.foot-11 eenut Al Glpson.
;vhopsmudu b. toam- 22 points
or ut more importan
grabbed a team-high 10 nbon&
= all on defense.
Gipson got scoring help from
freshman Jerome Fitchett (16
polnn) Myrick (13), Shaffer (11)
nd Joe Parrar (10). But with 53
poluu-ohrlnthhwummttla
short of Keith Lee's tournament
record of 71 set last year), Gipson
has played with the coolness of a

ering storm.
“I'm getting mythoto(fhaur
these last couple of games,” said

Gipson. “And we're pllyins
-bcmr overall, IJleuu an
defense.”

Here in the city where the first

s 1980 record of 19), "Now. '

The game was tight as a tick for
the first 31 minutes.

Down 6-2 the Seminoles
climbed back to lead 8-6 with 18:16
left in the first half.

Cincinnati, led by the 10 points
S s olies o

ought w
a six-point lead, 20-14, with 11:12
leit in the half.

But after Myrick made one of
two free throws with 845 to go in
the half, it became a one-point ball

, with the lead changing hands
ve times over the next two
minutes.

Tt was dunnf
FSU sophomore forward lhndy Al-
len made his first appearance of
the tournament, following a Mon-
day ankle injury. He played only 456

seconds — and scared Semi-
crum-

nole teammate and fan
pling to the floor after jumping for
rebound

L} o
Fortunately, it turned out that
Allen, who had injured his left an-

thing else,” said Williams, “But I
felt if he was favoring hix left ankle
that much, it was better
that we him tonight. If he
improves as much for tomorrow as

hedldforuxhy though, he'll play
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But, wi lhc -
e cagas 40 48 tn FBUTs £

t o uit in s favor.
o tied 52-52 with 9:34

to play, FSU erupted, scoring 10
straight points.

FLORIDA STATE (75)

none; Technical fouls: none



