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FSU overtakes Mercer

By BOB COHN
Democrat wports writer

Facing what looked to be a certain
defeat and an end to their 30-game
winning streak at home, Florida
State's Seminoles scored seven runs
in the bottom of the ninth inning to
defeat Mercer University 12-11

Wednesday at Seminole Field.

Centerfielder Mark Gilbert, the
FSU catalyst all season, belted a bas-
es-loaded double with two out to

score the winning runs.

And so, The Team That Won't Quit

"‘Wemryh;ukeabmchd
goats,"” said Woodward.

THERE'S A blunt appraisal for
you. But the Seminoles, dragging
along, were probably a bit flat after
Tuesday's doubleheader with Florida,
Woodward said.

Though the Seminoles (39-12)
broke to a 2-0 first-inning edge, Mer-
cer shot back with three in the second
and three in the third to take the lead
it wouldn't lose until the ninth. =

Poor pitching, sloppy fielding,

a generally lackadaisical look kept
the Seminoles’ effort as bleak as the
gloomy day, which threatened rain at
any moment.

——— Y

Early in the game, it was the
weather that represented the Semi-
noles’ biggest hope. With FSU play-
ing so poorly, it seemed that a
rainout would be the only escape as
the Seminoles fell behind amid rain-

drops and occasional
did come
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The other Seminole bright
prior to the ninth were leftfielder
Ronnie Traylor and third baseman
David Mobley, who each hit home

series, had three safeties in the game.

HERE IS how the ninth went:
Mercer pitcher Walt Prestwood,
who came in for starter Dan Fitzsim-

mons in the fifth after s two-

run homer made it 7-5, , had

checked the Seminoles on two hits.
Gilbert, the first batter, singled. So

Prestwood then heaved a wild
pitch, Gilbert. 11-6. Mobley's
single t Benda in, and it was
11-7. Traylor followed with a dribbler
down the first-base line. Prestwood
fielded it and tagged Traylor out
while Patterson scored to make it 11-

8.
With Mobley on second, catcher
Blane Ichaulyd

middied tha centeFhelder Bod Tur

er juggled. Mobley scored on the er-

ror. 11-9.

First baseman Don Milner forced
McDonald at second for the second
out. DH Kevin Rigby next hit a
grounder that shortstop Skeeter Som-
mers bobbled, and runners were on
first and second.



With Ken Huff running for Rigby,
Bruce Huff (Ken's brother) fi off
a bunt. Woodward then put Brooks
Carey in to hit for Huff, and the pitch-

er responded with a single, loading
the bases.

first, and Gilbert, up for the second
time in the inning, hit a shot over
Shaw Maddox' head in left, and all
three runs scored.

AB R HBI AB R HBI
Florida St Mercer
Gilbertcf 6233 Sommersss 5220
Benda ss 5110 Copeland2d 5120
Patterson2b 5 1 1 0 Selph cf 2011
Mobleyddb 4432 Turnerct 4310
Travior 4123 wWelchdh 5231
McDonaldc 5020 Sterrit3b 2110
Miiner 1b 5100 Englerf 31113
Rigby dh 4020 Hatlamib 5123
KHuttpr 0100 Maddoxif 4011
BHuHrf 4011 Byrumec 5000
Careyph 1010 Totals 3911159
Schimchakpr0 1 0 0 Florida St
Totals 40 12159
Mercer 033 012 020 - N
Florida St 200 120 007 - 12

E % MW “Wa m‘ sm‘ “.‘
lam, Sommers 2, Turner. DP — Mercer 1,
FSU 2. LOB — Mercer 11, FSU 7. 28 -~
Gilbert 2, Hallam, Engle. HR — Mobley
Traylor. § — Copeland. SB — Gilber?.

P H R ER BB SO
Fitzsimmons 25 7 5§ 4 1V 3
Prestwood (L, 6-2) 4 87 5 0 0
Fischer 28 6 % U @
Jones v 5 3 3 2 3
Nichols 3 4 2 2 0 O
Brooks s 0 0 0 0 O
Long (W, 3-0) 1T 60 1 6

WP — Fischer. Prestwood. A — 204.



