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Sloppy Seminoles slip past Mercer 6-5

By RICK ROBB
' Democrat sxecutive sporty editor
Florida State tried to give away a baseball
game Tuesday, but Mercer-Macon handed it
right back.

mmwwmmmue
simply was too about winning for the
first time in a week.

“This is one of the wins we've had in
my seven years at FSU," Martin said. “We
needed this game very 7

badly.
FSU won in less-than-dramatic fashion.
Trailing 5-3 with one out in the eighth, Craig
Ramsey Huff walks

bouncer that scooted over the head of shortstop
Jeff Thompson to drive in the tying run.

After Jeff Ledbetter was intentionally
walked, Barnhouse hit Joe Licata to force in the

run.

“It was an unbelievable game,” Martin said.
“We got three runs behind when the other team
hadn’t even hit the ball hard, then things finally
went our way in the eighth inning.

“We've been stru for four games now,
but the kids wouldn't fold. They wouldn't give
up and say, ‘Well, it's just not our day today.' "

For a while, it didn't look like the Semi-
noles’ day.

After taking a 2-0 lead in the third inning on

Ledbetter’s two-run single, FSU’s defense fell

apart.

In the fourth, the Bears had runners on first
and second with two out when Dave Jedneski hit
a grounder to DeLoach at shortstop. DeLoach

to have an easy force at second but

threw the ball into right field, allowing Wayne
Ryle to score.

The fifth inning was worse. After Mercer's
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first start of the season, gave up only
one earned run before needing last-
out relief Mm&m
two and struck out four.
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Martin, whose staff had been rocked
for 43 runs in the four-game losing
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Barnhouse (L,2-1) 8
Florida State
Gray (W, 2-0) 82,
Shouppe (S) “
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