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Alicea’s
homer
lifts FSU

By George Maselli

Domocral s1ah wrter

The calendar has just turned to
March and the season is too young
to get carried away with flighty
words like destiny.

But for the second time in the
past week, Florida State came back
to win a baseball game it had no
business winning. Luis Alicea
crashed a three-run home run with
two outs in the bottom of the ninth
inning to lead FSU to an 8.7 victory
over South Florida before 2,965
witnesses at Seminole Stadium.

“That was one of the best ball-

we've had here in a long time
f::‘n'u of the conditions; we're
ranked No. | and they're ranked
No. 7. And they were throwing their
ace,” said FSU coach Mike Martin,
who along with his team is riding
moghﬁdcoﬂhctopnnkingin
the ESPN-Collegiate Baseball poll.

The Seminoles, 13-1, will next
travel to Tampa to play a two-game
series inning Tuesday night
with South Florida, The Bulls, 11-
4, looked to have this one won.

There was trouble from the
start for the Seminoles. Doug Lit.
tle, continuing his early season
struggles, was hit for a single, a run-
scoring double, another single and a
walk before anyone had warmed
their seats. But he pitched out of
the bases-loaded jam with two
strikeouts and an infield out.

“They had a chance to put us
away right there,” said Martin.
“The credit goes to Doug Little.”

Frustrated enough after blowing
their chance, it must have hurt the
Bulls to wateh FSU capitalize on its
chance in the bottom of the first.
With ace starter Mark Rose (son of

South Florida baskethall coach Lee
Rose) on the mound, this was not
oxpected,

Deion Sanders started by dou-
bling off the screen in right, Jose
Marzan walked, Alicea had a bunt
single and the bases were loaded.
Catcher Ed Fulton then unloaded a
grand slam over the screen in right
to make it 4-1. Bien Figueroa and
Tommy Zoeller followed with sin-
gles. Figueroa scored on an infield
out by Barry Blackwell, himself a
hero later in the game.

Rose did what top pitchers usu-
ally do when nm:lYThudy - he
o

mond hit a majestic three-run
homer to make it 6-5. The stadium,
in laid-back mode after Fulton's

oulz shot, grew tense.

uckily for FSU, Steve Ko-
vensky, 4.0, worked the last 3% in-
nings without allowing another run.
There was no room for it. Rose, who
has beaten Miami twice this season,
looked too tough.

But in the ninth, the Seminoles
B e oo 140 plichen sine
into the ninth hmln‘. said Martin,
Meaning? They hoped he was
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Totals 37117 Totals

—
South Florida 100 231 000—
Florida Stale 500 000 003— 8

E-—~Rush. DP-—none. LOB—USF 8,
FSU 5. 286—Rush, Trumball, Sanders. HR—
Swabek (2), S.Hemond (4), Fulton (3),
Alicea (1). SB—W.Hemond, Pike, Figueroa.
CS—Pike, S.Hemond, Sanders.
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South Florida
Rose (L 3-1) 82 9 8 8 4 6
Florida State
Little s 9 72 7 4 ¢

Kovensky (4-0) 3% 2 0 0 2 4
T—3:00. A—2,965.



