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FSU gets split with Carolina

Yocum's pitching gives Seminoles lift in second game

By Michelle Jew
DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER

Florida State pitcher David Yo-
cum couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter time to get back in the groove.

After Florida State lost 32 to
North Carolina in the first game of
a doubleheader in eight innings,
Yocum pitched pitched five in-
nings in the Seminoles’ 131 victory
over the Tar Heels in the second
game on Saturday at Dick Howser
Stadium.

The victory secures second
place for the Seminoles (43-12 over-
all, 166 Atlantic Coast Conference)

in the conference behind Clemson,
FSU will finish its regular sea-
son today at 2 p.m against North
Carolina (34-19, 13-10) at Howser
Stadium. Charlie Cruz (70) will
start for the Seminoles, who begin
play in the ACC Tournament on
Tuesday in Greenville, S.C.
FSU needed a lift after blowing
a 24 lead in the sixth inning of the
first game. Both games were
scheduled for seven innings.
That lift came from Yocum.
“(Yocum) was huge," said FSU
first baseman Doug Mientkiewicz,
who went 4 for 74’%.!1» doublehead-

er. “"We feel that we let (Jonathan
Johnson) down in the first game.
We felt that if we got a big lead,
Yocum will pitch.”

Yocum allowed one run on five
hits and struck out three.

“That’s the Yocum we expect-
ed,” Mientkiewicz said.

The Seminoles were not the
only ones who needed a boost. In
Yocum's most recent start last Sat-
urday against Georgia Tech, the
sophomore left-hander had one of
his worst games of the season. He
gave up eight hits, eight runs (six
earmned) in only three innings.

“I thought about Georgia Tech
a little bit," Yocum said. “1 tried
not to think about the past. It's kind
of you have to go out there and put
your last start out of your mind and
20 out there and get a little bit of
confidence.”

Yocum (10-2) felt that confi-
dence when he was warming up in
the bullpen before the game.

“I felt good," Yocum said. “My
fastball was feeling really good. |
had an adrenaline rush and | fig-
ured out that | would have a decent
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