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Florida State
SUIvives
Foxes scare

FSU deleats Marist 4-2
in the NCAA Easlt
Regional.

By Steve Ellis
DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER

The only thing FSU coach Mike
Martin knew about Marist was that
pitcher Mark Barron was an out-
standing player.

No. 1 seed Florida State found
mhw good in a hard-fought

_ duel that FSU won 42 in
X ﬂu:L round of the NCAA East

~ FSU and its 3,096 fans at Dick
Howser Stadium survived a ninth-
inning scare from sixth-seeded
Marist. Zach Diaz loaded the bases
with one out before retiring the last
two batters,

“Marist is one of the scrappiest
teams we faced this year,” Martin
said.

If not for starter John Bentley,
J.D. Drew, and some outstanding

defense, FSU might have joined |

UCLA as the only No. | seeds to
lose to a sixth-seed in the NCAA
Regionals on Thursday.

Drew hit his 29th home run of
the season in the seventh inning,
ending an eight-game drought
without a homer. After the game,
Barron (10-3) got Drew to sign the
ball. Drew accounted for two of
FSU's four runs.

“(Barron) threw a lot of
changeups,” Drew said. “l was
looking for a fastball and, fortu-
nately, | was able to get a good
swing on (the home run)."

Barron, a.second-team All- |
America two years ago and Mar-
ist's leading hitter, held FSU to five
hits and three earned runs over 74
innings.

Barron was on the bench when ’
Ed Shove lined to FSU first base-
man Geoff Sprague to end Marist's
final threat in the ninth inning

“This game really didn't sur-
prise me too much,” Marist coach
John Szefc said. “I really felt like as







