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103 ANGELES #® — Ilinols,|
| UCLA and Forida State led the',
way Into tonight’s finals for the '
NCAA Gymnastics Champlonship, ||
; with defending champion Penn .
! State seemingly out of the run-
ning, [
1llinois topped the qualifiers tt;?
the end of last night's preliminaryi :
round, placinig 14, while UCLA and
Florida State had 10 each.
Penn Siate qualified nine and:
won the first title as Earl Schwenz- ¢
: gejer was crowned the all-around’
! champion. |
| Other schools qualilied as fol-:
1 lows: Jowa and Southern Californ- .
', 1a, 8 each; Michigan 7, Minnesota
' - 4, California and Nebraska 2 each,
' and Indiana, Los Angeles State,
. - Ohio State, Stanford, Syracuse and '
» | Army one each.
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Beven FSU performers guali~
fied for Baiurday .ipht's finals,
but the Beminoles lost their bid
for & third NCAA crown when
PSU's Pan American gymnasts,
Don Holder and Rafael Lecuona,
falled to quelify in their strong-
ost event, the xide horse,

Both Holder and Lecuons were
fatigued from thelr week-long
competition in Mexico City,
where they gave outstanding
performances in the second Pan
Ameiican Games,

Illinois stopped Penn Btnte'a
Alm at a third stralght NCAA
title, nosing out the Eaatern In-
tercollegiate champs. Others in
the top 11, In order, were UCLA,
Southern Cal, Michigan Stats,

the atill rings

Spaclal To The Democrat
LOS ANGELES—Plorida State’s nationally-known
gymnasts finished seventh in the 1955 NCAA gymnastics
meet at UCLA last Saturday but Coach Hartley Price’s
Seminoles gave strong evidence they will be a leading
candidate for national AAU honors later this spring.

Iowa, PSU, Indiana, Nebrasksa,
Ohio State, and Army.

FSU vertormed creditably in
the still rings and long horse,
but the two events counted only
in ali-around competitlon and
not as team peints. Holder,
F3U's U, 8. Olympic star, won
In competition
with athleles from 20 other uni-
versities.

Both still rings and long horse
gount as team points In AAU
competbition, where FSU Is ex-
pected to make a strong come-’
back, _

In one of the highlights of
the national NCAA meel, FSU's
Prica was awarded the second
service award by the American
Association  of Gymngatics
Coaches as an outstanding coach
for the past 25 years. Max
Younger of Temple won the {irst
award last year,

Here's how Seminoles placed
in the rugged competition:

Fres exercise—Al Ruc . (10th).
- Parallel bars—Holder (tie far
and), Rafael Lecuor (Tth),
Joe Tavylor (10th).

Horizonal bar—Holder (8th).

Flylng rings — Jim Tanaka
(Tthy, Taylor (10th).

Tumbling—Ruda (10th).

All-around—Holder (3rd).




