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EFSU CAPTURES FOURTH STRAIGHT TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONSHIP
Malerich records 10% win of the season as she limits Chippewas to four hits in 2-0 win.

Tallahassee, F1. - The Florida State Seminole softball team (22-3) captured
their fourth straight tournament title and won their ninth straight game as they downed
2nd-seeded Central Michigan (4-6) 2-0. Florida State ran the table in the Seminole
Chalienge posting a 5-0 record and has won every tournament it has entered in the 2001
S€ason.

“It is hard to keep finding good things to say about they way this team pitches
and plays defense,” said head coach JoAnne Graf. “CMU’s Amber Puchaiski pitched a
no-hitter yesterday and we knew that it would be difficult to score runs off of her. Leslie
once again pitched a complete game shutout, we committed just one error and we got
timely hits from Jess and Brandi. I know that there are going to be times when we need

. to score more runs but I think strong defense and great pitching can carry us a long
‘ way.”

Q Freshman Jessica van der Linden and sophomore Brandi Stuart, both products of
Cerritos High School in California, led the Noles throughout the Seminole Challenge
and things were no ditferent on Sunday. With the game scoreless in the bottom of the
third, the Seminoles staged their second two-out rally of the day. Kimmy Carter got it
started when she doubled to right field and then scored the eventual game-winning run
when Stuart followed her with a double to the left side of the diamond. Van der Lindem
then launched her second triple of the tournament to deep right field as Stuart came
around to score the game’s final run.

Stuart finished the tournament hitting .533 with two doubles, a triple, four RBI's
and a slugging percentage of .800 while van der Linden hit .500 for the tournament. She
also knocked in four runs, hit two doubles and two triples and slugged .929 for the
weekend. The two runs they scored in the championship game were more than enough
for Seminole ace Leslie Malerich.

Malerich, who improved to 10-1 on the season, limited the Chippewas to just
four hits while striking out six batters and walking none. She went 2-0 in the tournament
with an ERA of .50 while striking out eight batters and walking only two. She now leads
the team in ERA (0.49), wins (10), starts (11), shutouts (5), innings pitched (72) and srike
outs (70).

Florida State returns to action Tuesday, March 6 at 6:00 p.m. when they head to
FAMU to face the Rattlerettes for the third time this season. It will be the last tune-up for
the Seminoles before they head to California t¢ play four games at San Diego State

C' where they will face No. 10 Cal State Fullgrton, UC Riverside and the Aztecs.
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The Antomated ScoreRook
Central Michigan at Florida State
Hay D4, 2001 at Talahassee, FL (Seminole Softhall Co)

Central Michigag 0 (4-6) Florida State 2 {22-3)
( 31: AB R H RBI BB S0 PO A LOB Playex AB R H RBI BB S50 0 A IOB
MANSON, Becky ss...... L. 2 610 00 2 0 B Serita Brooks cf....... .. 300 0 090 ¢ O O
HAMILTON, Sarah rf....... 2 0 4 0 ¢ 2 10 1 Monique Marier 1f........ 3 0¢ 0 0 2 10 0
WHITE, Kxisten ph....... 1 9 00 0 0 0 0 0 Kimmy Carter c....... veer 21120 1 86 7T 0 0O
ROBERTSHAW, Hope 3b...... 3 000 0106 4 1 Brandi Stuwart 2b..... bese 31 21 0 0 1 1 1
MCCORMMT, Karly 1b...... 3 0 1 ¢ 0 1 4 8 @ Jess van der Linden x£... 3 0 2 1 & o 0 1 2
BRAMDER, Michelle c...... 3 000 G 1 6 0 0 Jenn White-Stokes dp..... 201 0 01 90¢ 0 1
BURKE, Xim 2b,.........- .38 008 00 3 2 0 Skyla COX PX.....vvuunnn 6 a 90 9 0 0 0 0
STEPBENS, Wendy dp....... 301 0 o 100 1 Robyn Gauger 1b,......... 2 00 0 0 2 92 0 0
LOPLOW, Melissa pr...... & & & 0 & & O 0 O ¥atalie Bennett s=..... .. 3 808 B 1 2 2 1
SKUTA, Jennifer 1f....... iogooeo o00O0CGO 2 Becky Brock 3b........... 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 1
MORRISOM, Amy cf...... ... 2 01 G 00 2 8 9O Leslie Malerich p........ o 0 0 0 0o o1 0o
PUCHALSKI, Asnber p..... .. 0 0 ¢ ¢ 0 01 0
Totals........ PP .. 25 0D 4 0 0 6518 F 5 Totals.......... iieaaae.. 23 02 62 1 621 9 6
Scoxe by Innings R BE E

Central Michigan.... 000 000 0 ~ 0 4 2
Florida State....... 002 000X ~ 2 6 1

£ - MARSON; BHANDER; Becky Brock., %L0B - Mustangs 5; Seminoles 6. 28 - Kimay Carter; Brandi Stvar; Jessica van; Jenn White-S.
38 -~ Jessica van., SE - MANSON; Jenn White-S; Robyn Ganger.

(\‘:al Michigan I H R ER BB 50 AB BF Florida State IP E R ER BB S0 AB BF
-
PUCHALSKI, Asber.... 6.0 6 2 0 1 623 26 Leslie Malerich..... 7.0 4 6 0 0 62526

Win - Leslie Maler (10-1}. Loss - PUCBALSKY (2-2). Save - None.
Umpires - Home:Patti Yaranton 31st:RKen Hayes 2nd:Gary Smith
Start: 1:15 pm Time: 1:45 Attendance: 243

Game: 3042001B

Game notes:

Seminocle Challenge Championship



