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FLORIDA STATE SOFTBALL'S TRIPLE PLAY IN EXTRA INNINGS ENDS FLORIDA ATLANTIC'S
COMEBACK BiD
Seminoles get out of bases loaded jam in the bottom of the eighth to down the Owls 5-4.

Chapel Hill, NC — Florida State and Florida Atlantic had already played two one-run games
before today's opener of the 2001 Tar Heel Invitational but few would of expected what took place in
today's game. After the Seminoles (38-6) built up a 4-0 lead heading into the bottom of the seventh,
FAU (33-14) staged a two-out four run rally to tie the game and send the contest into extra innings which
was eventually ended on a triple play with the bases loaded in the bottom of the eighth.

“That was some game,” said head coach Dr. JoAnne Graf. "I'm still not quite sure what to say.
We went from being in control of the game to almost losing it in the seventh to taking the lead in the
eighth and the loading the bases with no outs in the bottom of the inning. 1 know that must have been a
very hard game for FAU to lose after the way they fought back but 1 have to give our team credit for once
again doing what they needed to do to get a win.”

In a serics that featured a -0 I0-inning game and a 2-1 game, the Seminoles had to feel

C _ reasonably good as the headed into the bottom of the seventh with a 4-0 lead. Florida State opened the
game with two runs in the first when sophomore Brandi Stuart and junior Kimmy Carter each recorded
an RBI to put the Seminoles up 2-0. Carter knocked in another run in the fourth when she sent a high fly
ball to left center that was dropped by the Owls scoring Staci Brandon and giving FSU a 3-0 lead. The
Seminoles added a big run in the seventh considering what eventually happened in the bottom of the
inning when Jessica van der Linden plated Carter on a ground ball out to the short stop to give the Noles

a 4-0 lead.

The Owls, currently just outside the top 25 in the latest USAToday/NFCA poll, had recorded
just three hits against FSU starter Leslie Malerich (14-2) as the game entered the bottom of the seventh
inning. FAU started the inning with a single and Malerich then hit the sccond batter to put the first two
Owls on base. Florida State catcher Carter then picked off FAU's Lianna Pratt at first and Malerich
retired Kristin Gonzalez to bring the Noles just one out away from their 38" victory of the season. FAU
then hit a single, double and triple in its next three at bats to plate four runs and send the game to exira
innings.

° Florida State broke on top 5-4 in the top of the eighth when FAU third baseman Michelle
Shirah's error on a Jen White-Stokes hit allowed Brandi Stuart to score from second with what would be
the eventual game winning run. The Owls attempted to stage their second comeback of the day when
they loaded the bases with no outs in the bottom of the inning but a rare triple play put an end to the
Florida Atlantic rally. It started when FAU second baseman Gonzalez flew out to FSU right fielder van
der Linden who then threw home to Carter who tagged out pinch runner famie Sawyer trying to score on
the play. After Carter applied the tag at home, she threw down to shortstop Natalie Bennett at second to
nail FAU freshman Annie Norton trying to advance from first on the throw home. The triple play ended
the game and gave Florida State a 2-1 edge in its three meetings with FAU this season and tied the all-
time series between the teams 3-3. Senior White-Stokes picked up her 13th win in reliel and the extra

( inning win gave FSU a series victory over one of the state's top softball programs.
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The Automated ScoreBock
Florida State vs Florida Atlantic
apr 07, 2001 at Chapel Hill, KC (Finley Stadium)

Florida State 5 (3B-6) Fleorida Atlantic 4 (33-14)

C yer AB R H RBI BB SO PO A LOB Playar AE R H RBI BB SO PO A 1OB
Sarita Brooks cf......... 31 20 ¢ 0 0 0 0 YBARRA, MINYA 1f......... 4 1 3 1 0 1 2 0 0
Kimmy Carter €,.......... 3 21 1 ¢ 01¢ 3 1 NICOSIA, KIM ¢f.......... 311 1 0 1 0 0 1
Jess van der Linden rf... 1 0 0 1 1 0 ¢ 1 2 MYERS, NICOLE dp......... 3000 1000 0
Brandi Stuart 2b......... 4 1 1 1 ¢ 05 0 0O MATTHEWS, GINNY pr...... ¢ 000 O 0 O O 1]
Jen White-Stokes dp/p.... 4 0 0 1 o1 0 0 0 SHIRAH, MICHELLE 3b...... 3 01 1 1 1 ¢ 4 0

Skyla COX PL.ivsvunsnnnn 00 0 0 o 0 0 0 O SANCHEZ, DIAME C......00> 3 0 1 0 1 2 4 1 4
Monique Marier 1lf........ 4 0 1 1 o 0o 1 0 1 NORTON, ANNIE pr........ ¢ 00 0 OO0 0 O 0
Staeci Brandon 3b......... 3 110 o 0o 0 1 2 CASHION, CATHERINE xf.... 3 0 1 O 01 0 0 1

Becky Brock 3b.......... i 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 MELTON, JAIME pr........ 0 1 0 0 0 0o 0 0 0
Natalie Bennett ss....... 301 0 c 1 3 2 0 SAWYER, JAIME 1b,,....... 2 0 0 0 1 116 1 1
Beth Wade ib............. 2 0 0 0 1 1 5 2 0 PRATT, LIANA PL..vovsuvan 0 0 0 0 00 0 O 0
Leslie Malerich p/dp..... ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 GONZALEZ, KRISTIN 2b..... 3 000 0o o0 2 0 1

WRIGHT, HEATHER s8....... 3 1 11 01 0 8 o]
SUTCLIFFE, CHRIS p....... o 0 0 0 00 0 3 0
TotalsS. ivuvrnsrrrannnnnse 28 5 7 & 2 32411 [ Totals......oiveveiannnnn 27 4 B 4 4 8 24 17 8
Score by Innings R H &
Florida State....... 200 100 11 - 5 7 3
Florida Atlantic.... 000 000 40 - 4 8 3

E - Brandon; Brock; Wade; YBARRA, N; NICOSIA, K; SHIRAH, M. DP - Owls 1. TP - Seminoles 1. LOB - Seminoles 6; Owls 8. 2B -
‘RRA, N 2. 3B - NICOSIA, K. HBP - Carter; SAWYER, J. SH - Brooks; van der Lind 2; NICOSIZA, K; CASHION, C; GONZALEZ, K. SB

---drooks; Stuart,

Florida State IP H R ER BB S0 AB BF Flgrida Atlantic I H R ER BB S0 AB BE"
Leaslie Malerich..... 6.2 8 4 4 3 72431 SUTCLIFFE, CHRIS,... B.0O 7 5 2 2 328 34
Jen White-Stokes.... 1.t 0 0 0 1 1 3 4

Win - White-Stockes {13-2}. Loss - SUTCLIFFE,C {11-2). Sawve - None,
WP - Malerich. HB - Malerich; SUTCLIFFE,C.

Umpires - Home:Jim Morfine lst:Mickey Hall

Start: 10:00 am Time: 2:20 Attendance: 78

Game: 4072001



