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Kentucky puts end to FSU season

Democrat staff report

LEXINGTON, Ky. — For the fourth consecutive
year, the Florida State Lady Seminole volleyball team
was eliminated from the NCAA Championship Tour-
nament in the first round, losing in four games to the
Kentucky Wildcats on Friday night in Memorial
Coliseum.

Kentucky (22-11) took the match by scores of 15-12,
15-10, 10-15, 15-10. FSU closed out its season at 25-10.

In advancing to postseason play, both teams re-
ceived a second chance after being eliminated early
from their respective conference tournaments. FSU
lost to Louisville in the Metro semifinals and Ken-
tucky was eliminated in the first round of the SEC
tournament by Mississippi.

Kentucky raced to a two-game advantage as FSU
held leads of 84 in game one and 86 in game two
before falling behind. In taking the lead in the second
game, FSU battled back from a 52 deficit before
Kentucky scored eight unanswered points to go ahead
13-6.

“We did not seem to have a team flow tonight,”
said FSU coach Cecile Reynaud. “We had people play-
ing balls that shouldn’t have been. Kentucky played

phenomenal defense. They made some great saves
that gave them confidence and morale.”

The Kentucky defense, which recorded 87 digs,
held FSU’s main offensive threat, Maggie Philgence,
in check as the NCAA Division I fifth all-time Kkill
leader was held to 10 kills and a .077 hitting
percentage.

FSU’s offensive woes could have been attributed to
a knee injury suffered by freshman setter Jennifer
MccCall in Thursday’s practice.

“The sets tonight were so far off the net that our
hitters could not get good swings,” said Reynaud.

Kentucky, on the other hand, capitalized on the
performance of All-SEC setter Laura Linder, who had
63 assists. Another AlI-SEC performer, outside hitter
Cathy DeBuono, led the Wildcats with 23 Kills.

“We wanted to pass the ball well enough to put the
ball in Laura Linder's hands,” said Kentucky coach
Kathy DeBoer.

The Lady Seminoles were led by Gabrielle Reece's
17 kills and four blocks, while Bianca Stevens added 10
kills and six blocks.

With the win, Kentucky advances to meet the
winner of Friday's Texas-Maryland match.



