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GENE AMMANN

Seminole pitching great Gene Ammann threatened opposing batters from
1968-70. His final season with the Tribe, although only his junior season,
was his most successful. That 1970 season, Ammann appeared in 17 games,
starting 15 and completing 10. He won each of those 15 starting contests,
two of which came in the 1970 College World Series. Gene made his way
into the FSU record books with the fewest losses in a season, and that
15-0 mark is a record that still stands. Additionally, Gene pitched an
NCAA record eight shutouts and the first eight innings of a ninth early in
the scason. He had one string of 41 1/3 scoreless innings and another of 29
and pitched a no-hitter, the second of his career, in a 7-0 victory over South
Florida. Those strong performances eamed him an ERA of 0.66, still in
the record books as the lowest ERA in a season. Ammann also claims
the lowest career ERA with an average of 1.45 over his three years.
Following his junior year with the Tribe, Gene was drafted by the
Milwaukee Brewers, continuing the tradition of Florida State athletes
moving on to the professional level.

TONY AVITABLE

An outstanding pitcher on one of Florida State’s earliest baseball teams,
Tony Avitable led the Tribe in 1955 and *56. With a fast ball in the 90’s
and a great curve ball, Tony’s record with the Seminoles was 10-1. He
pitched two one-hitters and struck out 135 batters in 95 2/3 innings.
Twenty-four of those batters were struck out in one game, against Furman
in 1956, giving Avitable the Florida State record for strikeouts in a game.
That FSU record also stood as an NCAA record for 17 years until broken
in 1973. Additionally, Avitable was the pitcher in FSU’s first NCAA
regional appearance. He threw one of his two-hitters in that game vs. Duke,
coming out on top 2-1. Following that performance, Tony was named to
the NCAA All-Region team. During his junior year with the Tribe,
Avitable signed with the Kansas City Royals and spent three seasons with
the club, bringing Florida State baseball greatness to the professional level.

Joun CrOWE

When John Crowe came to Florida State in the fall of 1965, he came as
a football, baseball, basketball and track star. He also came as the top
student from his high school class, with a 3.9 cumulative average. During
his years with Florida State, he further developed his outstanding athletic
and academic abilities, quarterbacking the defensive secondary and leading
the way in the classroom. A big play man, Crowe was one of the hardest
hitters on the team and was acclaimed the best safety in Florida State
history. His junior and senior years with the Tribe, John did his best to
live up to that accolade. His junior year he recovered a fumble in the
Texas A&M game 1o set up the winning touchdown, leading Florida State
1o its first victory of the season. He finished his senior year with 104
total tackles, an incredible total for a defensive back, and five interceptions.
John Crowe’s hard-hitting style started a Florida State tradition of
producing some of the hardest hitting safeties in the game.



JAMIE DUKES

“Jamie Dukes wears T-shirts the size of pup tents. His shoulders could
be used to park a helicopter. His legs look like they’re pilings on loan
from the Sunshine Skyway. Jamie Dukes is, as you might have guessed
by now, large.” That’s how a St. Pete Times sportswriter described
Florida State’s fifth consensus All-American, offensive guard Jamie
Dukes. And large he was, in stature and in spirit. Leading FSU'’s
offensive line from 1982-85, Jamie started every single game over those
four years, 48 total games. And behind the lead of Dukes over the course
of those four years, the Seminoles finished in the top ten nationally in
scoring offense, rushing offense and total offense. His All-American
honors could almost fill a page on their own in Florida State record books.
His senior year, he received almost every All-American honor available
including Walter Camp, Football Writers, UPI, AP, Football News and
NCAA Consensus. Following his illustrious career with Florida State,
Dukes signed with the Atlanta Falcons as a free agent in 1986 and has
been a stalwart on the NFL club ever since.

JEFF A. LEDBETTER

When Jeff Ledbetter was a freshman pitcher and outfielder at Florida State
in 1979, he blasted 13 home runs. Four years later, he racked up 97. Each
of his four years with the Tribe were very successful, but to say that Jeff
had a “successful” year in 1982 would be the understatement of all time.
During his senior year, Jeff, nicknamed “Treetops™ for his prestigious
blasts into the pine trees behind the right field wall at Seminole Field,
set varsity records in almost every category available. In addition, he
placed himself in NCAA record books for home runs in a season (42),
home runs in a career (97), home runs in a game (4), RBIs in a career (346),
most total bases in a season (273) and most total bases in a career (346).
Ledbetter capped off that outstanding 1982 season by being named
All-Metro, All-Metro Tournament, Metro Player of the Year, All-
American, and Sporting News Player of the Year. Drafted in the first
round by the Boston Red Sox, Jeff spent three years with the organization.
Today, many of his records still stand in FSU and NCAA record books
as a challenge to current and future sluggers.

KEN MILLER

One of Florida State’s foremost members of the Physical Education
department was Ken Miller. From 1949-77, Ken touched every aspect of
the athletic department, serving as professor, coach and acting athletic
director. A physical education professor for his entire 28 years, Ken
also served as chairman of the department for thirteen years.
Additionally, Miller was Florida State’s first men’s track and field coach
from 1949-54 and led the men’s team to its first ever victory over both
Georgia and Georgia Tech in the same season. And this he did not only
once but twice, in 1953 and '54. But Miller’s coaching career did not
stop there. He also coached the women's track and field team from 1971-
74. In addition to his professorial and coaching duties, Ken served the
university as acting athletic director in 1957. And since retiring in 1977,
he has remained an active part of the athletic department. With a track
record of service this outstanding, Ken Milleris a fitting addition to Florida
State University’s athletic Hall of Fame.



MARITA PAYNE

A twenty-one time NCAA All-American, Concord, Ontario, native
Marita Payne was one of Florida State’s most prolific runners. Even before
her senior year at Florida State she was the fastest runner ever in the
Western Hemisphere at the 400 meter, achieving that mark (50.06) at the
World Track and Field Championships in Helsinki, Finland, in August
1983. She bettered that mark running 49.91 in 1984 10 claim the NCAA
championship , her second in that event for Florida State. Additionally,
Payne won national championships as part of relay teams in the 1981 indoor
800 and 1600 meter relays, the 1983 outdoor 400 and 1600 meter relays
and the 1984 outdoor 400 meter and one mile relays. In addition to those
accolades, Marita was also an Olympic medal winner. After claiming
fourth place in the 400 meter, she won silver medals in the 400 meter and
1600 meter relays in the 1984 summer Olympics. Her Florida State ties
run deep as she is married to former Seminole basketball great Mitchell
Wiggins.

REGGIE ROYALS

Nicknamed “Tree” by his teammates, 6-10 Whiteville, North Carolina,
native Reggie Royals was one of Florida State basketball’s most proficient
players. His play was vital to Florida State’s most successful basketball
season ever -- a season that lead to the NCAA national championship in
1972. His name dots the record book in almost every category. For his
career, Reggie had 1,006 rebounds, placing him in the number two spot
all-time. Additionally, Royals is in tenth place in the FSU Point Club
with 1,402 career points scored. On top of those two outstanding records,
Royals' name can be seen under the categories of career assists with 202
and career field goals made with 580. In the single season category,
Royals is a member of the esteemed 500 Point Club, as he scored more than
500 points in his 1971-72 season. Finally, Royals also held a single game
record of 35 points and 15 field goals made in a game against UC-Irvine
during the 1970-71 season.

MIKE SHUMANN

One of Florida State’s most proficient pass receivers was Tallahassee
native Mike Shumann. Hailing from the same high school that produced
Hall of Famers Jimmy Jordan and Wally Woodham  Shumann set records
for pass receptions and yardage gained during his years at Florida State,
1973-75 and '77. His best year for total receptions was '74 when he
grabbed 43 for 515 yards. In *75, he topped that yardage gained, bringing
in 38 passes for 730 yards. Returning in '77 after one year absence, he
finished his senior year with the Tribe as the second leading receiver with
33 receptions for 701 yards. For his career, Shumann had 134 receptions
for 2,306 yards and 16 touchdowns. Those totals rank second, third and
sixth, respectively, on the all-time Seminole receiving lists. His efforts
eamned him first team All-South Independent honors. Following his
career with Florida Sate, Shumann signed with the San Francisco Forty
Niners as a free agent in 1978 and remained with the club for three years,
and he played in the Super Bowl game against Cincinnati in 1981.



CoLLEEN WALKER

Colleen Walker has proven to be one of the most successful golfers in the Lady
Seminole history. Tabbed most valuable player at Florida State in 1977 and 78,
Walker was a catalyst in leading her team to a national collegiate championship.
She joined the LPGA in 1982 and captured her first LPGA title at the 1987
Mayflower Classic. One of the most consistent players on the Tour, she has
claimed 25 top-10 finishes and 28 top-20 finishes since joining. In 1990 alone,
Walker won the Circle K LPGA Tucson Open, tied for second in the Sara Lee
Classic, finished fifth in the Nabisco Dinah Shore Classic, tied for sixth in the
McDonald’s Championship and recorded 14 additional top-20 finishes.
Following the McDonald's Championship, Colleen became only the 21st LPGA
player to reach the $1 million mark in career eamings. Additionally, Colleen’s
consistency has placed her in the LPGA record books in several categories.
She’s posted a string of seven consecutive rounds in the 60’s, setting an all-time
LPGA record, and also led the Tour in birdies (325), rounds under par (55) and
rounds in the 60’s.
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T.K. WETHERELL

One of the most exciting two-way performers for the Tribe from the mid to late
60’s was T.K. Wetherell. As a sophomore, T.K. was the second leading receiver
on the squad, hauling in 19 passes for 234 yards and a touchdown. He also
returned five kickoffs for another 194 yards. His junior year, Wetherell had a
touchdown-kickoff return against Miami that was one of the highlights of the
'66 season. It was the second time he and Bill Moreman had pulled a lateral play
resulting in a kickoff return for a touchdown. He also had a touchdown reception
against Wyoming in the Sun Bowl. On the year, he caught 16 passes for 215
yards, returned four kicks for 145 yards and one touchdown and returned one
punt for 36 yards. On defense, T.K. finished out his senior season with the
Seminoles with three interceptions for 66 yards and ten punt returns for 18 yards.
Today, he continues to serve Florida State as an avid fan and booster. He also
represents his alma mater well on the state level as he is the current speaker of
the state of Florida House of Representatives. T.K. Wetherell's accomplishments
both on and off the field make him an outstanding member of Florida State's Hall
of Fame and recipient of the prestigious Moore-Stone Award.
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