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1987-88 Basketball Schedule

DATE  OPPONENT

NOVEMBER :
28  BUCKNELL HOME 8:00 p.m.
DECEMBER e
2 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL HOME 8:00 p.m.
5  PENN STATE HOME 2:00 p.m.
*10 OKLAHOMA HOME 9:00 p.m.
12 Florida Gainesville, FL 7:30 p.m.
16  Stetson Daytona Beach, FL  7:30 p.m.
19  Tennessee Hnoxville, TN 3:30 p.m.
21  HARDIN-SIMMONS HOME 7:30 p.m.
28  Red Lobster Classic (Alabama Orlando, FL 7:00 p.m.
Central Florida, Pittsburgh) 9:00 p.m.
JANUARY
6 JACKSONVILLE HOME 7:30 p.m.
9 # LOUISVILLE HOME 7:30 p.m.
13 = MEMPHIS STATE HOME 7:30 p.m.
16  South Florida Tampa, FL 7:30 p.m.
23 # Cincinnati Cincinnati, OH 1:00 p.m.
25 # SOUTH CAROLINA HOME 7:30 p.m.
28 CENTRAL FLORIDA HOME 7:30 p.m.
30 # Virginia Tech Blacksburg, VA 3:00 p.m.
FEBRUARY
2 MONMOUTH COLLEGE HOME 7:30 p.m.
6 # CINCINNATI HOME 4:00 p.m.
13 # SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI HOME 1:00 p.m.
17 # Louisville Louisville, KY 7:30 p.m.
20 # MEMPHIS STATE Memphis, TN 3:00 p.m.
24  ALABAMA STATE HOME 7:30 p.m.
27 # South Carolina Columbia, 8C 3:00 p.m.
MARCH
2 # VIRGINIA TECH HOME 7:30 p.m.
5 # Southern Mississippi Hattiesburg, MS 7:30 p.m.
11-13 METRO TOURNAMENT Memphis, TN TBA
*-Indicates nationally televised games
#.Metro Conference opponent
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MEDIA

Florida State University's 1987-88
Basketball Guide has been designed for
use by the news media and Seminole fans.
Any questions not covered in this
brochure can be directed to the Florida
State Sports Information Office.

All requests for working press, radio.
television, photographers or scouting
credentials should be made to the Sports
Information Director Wayne Hogan or
Assistant Director Rob Wilson at least one
week prior to the playing day.

Working media: Working media will be
admitted to the Tallahassee Leon County
Civic Center and will be permitted to take
their seats at courtside. Press credentials
may be picked up prior to the game, or
held at the Will Call window.

Requests will be evaluated and
credentials issued according to the
following criteria.

a. Local metropolitan  press; wire

services; national publications;

opposing metropolitan press; student
newspaper.

b. Other daily newspapers

BASKETBALL DIRECTORY

Phone: (904) 644-1060
After Howrs: 644-1072
Mailing Address:

Basketball Ofiice

P.O. Drawer 2195

Tallahassee, FL 32316
Head Coach: Pat Kennedy

(Kings College '75)
Career Record: 143-71 (7 wi1s.)
Assistant Coaches:

Rich Petriccione

(lona '81)

David Zimroth

(Florida State '78)

Tom Carlson

(Florida State '74)
Graduate Assistants:

Michzel Hunt

(Furman '84)

Tim Welsh

(Potsdam '84)

INFORMATION

¢. Radio and television personnel not

actually broadcasting.

d. Non-daily newspapers.

e. Scouts.

Parking: To the east of the Center and
surrounding areas. Press parking will be
issued on a first-come first-served basis.

Photographers: Accredited
photographers, upon presenting a photo
pass, will be allowed to shoot under both
baskets. NO freelance photograpers will be
permitted to shoot under the basket.

Television: Facilities are available for
both local and network broadcasts. Please
have requests prepared several weeks prior
to the expected broadcast.

Radio: Sections are reserved for both
Florida State and opposing radio on press
row. FSU grants broadcast nghts to the
official radio outlet of the visiting team on
a reciprocal basis.

Phones: Telephone service should be
secured directly through Centel
Telephone Company of Tallahassee,
Florida. Call 904,/681-6600. Have them
cortact the Sports Information Office for

SPORTS INFORMATION
DIRECTORY

After Hours: 644-1403
Mailing Address:
Sports Information Office
P.0O. Drawer 2195
Tallzhassee, FL 32316
Director: Wayne Hogan
(Florida State '78)
Home Phone: (904) 3865359
Associate: Lisa Franson
(West Virginia ‘80)
Home Phone: (904) 5754773
Assistant: Rob Wilson
(Florida State '83)
Home Phone: (904) 877-8738
Student Assistants:
Chris Sears
Nick Gandy
Ann Banker
Secretary: Debbie Powell
Peggy McDowell

location.

Telecopiers: Two telecopiers are
available in the press room.

Services: Half-time stats plus a running
play-by-play will be provided to the media.
Final stats and a final running will also be
available following the conclusion of the
game.

Interview policies: Florida State players
may be reached through the Spors
Information Office. A media card will be
filled out and given to the player who will
return the call collect. No interviews will
be granted on game days prior to the
game. Following completion of the game,
Florida State players will be available to
the media after a cooling-oif period. Head
coach Pat Kennedy will be taken to an
interview room across from the locker
room where he will conduct a guestion
and answer session will the media.

Press meals: A light buffet is available
in the Seminole Spirit Room to all
members of the media. See Assistant
Sports Information Director Rob Wilson at
the game for buffet tickets.

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATIVE
DIRECTORY

Athletic Divector: C.W. "Hootie™ Ingram
(Alabama 54)
Asspciate Dirvector: Bob Goin
(Bethany '59)
Assistant Directors:
Janice Stocker
(Eariham College "54)
Claude Thigpen
Lany Pendleton
(Florida State '69)
Charles Hurst
Assistant to the Director:
John Shefiield
(Florida State '75)
Business Manager: Joe Labat
(Florida State '67)
Academic Advisor: Brian Mand
(Wake Forest 72)
Director of Marketing:
Teny Hume
(Florida State '77)
Electronic Media Coordinator:
Gene Deckerhofi
(Florida '66)

Location: Tallahassee, FL
Nickname: Seminoles
Enrollment: 22,500

Colors: Gamet & Gold
President: Dr. Bernard F. Sliger

FLORIDA STATE FINGERTIP FACTS

Faculty tative

Charles Ehrhardt

Basketball Conference: Metro

Basketball Arena: Leon-County
Civic Center (12,500)










Eorida State head coach Pat Kennedy swept into
Tallahassee last year breathing enthusiasm and optimism
into the recently tired Seminole program. While the
charismatic leader captured the attention of almost
everyone, the skeptics remained highly visible and quite
vocal. Within just one game, Kennedy reminded
Tallahassee of just how fun college basketball can be and
sent the skeptics racing to the ticket windows.

Florida State enjoved an explosive year during
Kennedy's rookie campaign. The 19-11 finish and National
Invitational Tournament bid were seen as recent high
water marks for a program all too quiet since a 1972 Final
Four appearance.

However, Kennedy embarks on his second season with
only one retuming starter and a near-record 10 players who
have never suited up for the Tribe. But he also enters the
1987-88 season with the candid charm and convincing
confidence that has FSU fans looking for another
successful year.

1 think that we can clearly see that this year will be the
start of our building process,” says the 35-year-old veteran
coach. “We are seeing the real foundations of building a
basketball program. We are excited about the young squad
but it is going to make for a rocky season, there is no
question.”

The Seminoles enter the season as one of the youngest
teams in the country. Gone from the lineup are four-year
starting forward Randy Allen, super scoring guard Pee Wee
Barber, center Raleigh Choice and shooting guard LaRae
Davis. It is not difficult to see why a slow start is expected
by some.
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“As with the beginning of any season, you have got to
look at your team and see where your weaknesses lie,” says
Kennedy. “Especially so with a voung team. I think our
weaknesses are fairly obvious in that we don’t have a real
small guard if we play a team that does. We don't know who
is going to emerge as our J-point shooter, which has
become very important, and we lack a big person in the
middle of the floor.”

As quickly as the man who led lona to four post-season
appearances in six years suggests the trouble spots, he also
points out the potential.

“I think, number one, that we are going to be a team that
can run a lot of defenses to, hopefully, compensate for the
lack of a small guard. Number two, we've got three
potential 3-point shooters in Jerome (Fitchett), George
(McCloud) and Tharon (Mayes). And 1 think that on the
inside we have a player, (Tat) Hunter, who can play at 6-10.

“If those three areas can fit into place, we have enough

OUTLOOK

overall talent that we can be kind of a scary team. The kind
that could upset people and cause them problems.”

Naturally with just one returning starter, the Seminoles
will start from that point and move on. Fitchett, a 6-7
forward with great leaping ability and a silky-smooth shot,
will be the only senior on the 1987-88 squad.

Perhaps Fitchett’s greatest weakness last year was in not
shooting the ball enough. A 59% career shooter from the
field and 74% from the line, Fitchett possesses all the tools
to take over the scoring chores at FSU.

“Fitchett is a player who has enjoyed a very consistent
career here,” Kennedy says. “I think, and [ have always said
this, that if yvou are going to have a good year or a great vear,
vou've got to go with how good one of vour best plavers is
going to be. So the more Jerome emerges as a consistent,
dominant player, the better we are going to be.”

Behind Fitchett will be one of the nation’s top freshmen
in 6-6 David White. A high school All-American and one of
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the nation’s most highly recruited players, White is an
example of the depth that Florida State will have entering
the vear. Home-grown rookie Blake Miles will add support
to a position that appears solid as pre-season drills begin.

Moving into a much more prominent role this season
will be 6-6 guard George McCloud. The most versatile
plaver on the team, McCloud served as the sixth man last
year and provided some quick offense to the Tribe’s attack.
Tharon Mayes, a 6-3 sophomore, possesses a deadly
accurate jump shot that coaches feel may be the answer
from outside the 3-point arc. The two compliment each
other and give the shooting guard position some stability.

Hunter, the only other player with any game experience
for FSU, draws the inside assignment as the season begins.
An immensly talented player, the 6-7 Hunter possesses a
great vertical jump and good rebounding skills that form
the foundation of a good inside player. Behind Hunter
stands redshirt freshman Jon Fedor. At 6-8, Fedor is the

tallest Seminole and his improvement over the last year has
been significant. While the center spot looks to be a
weakness entering the season, the position should be a
good one during the year.

“The key for George (McCloud) and Tat (Hunter) is
confidence,” say Kennedy of his two returning “veterans”.
“They have played behind some fine players and now they
have their chance to emerge and play a lot of minutes for
us. I want their confidence to be high. They both have a lot
of talent and can do a lot of things on the floor. They will be
one of the keys.”

Moving into the power forwad spot vacated by four-year
starter Randv Allen will be junior college Ali-American
Tony Dawson. A gifted scorer, Dawson works well around
the basket and will be asked to anchor the Seminole
offense. Freshman Michael Polite has tremendous ability
and was an all-state selection and top national talent. His
plaving time will be based on how quickly he adjusts to the
system.
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“Tony Dawson is as good a scorer as there is,” says
Kennedy. “He is a junior so he has the added maturity. He
was able to score a lot of points against excellent
competition in the past and we feel that he is going to be an
excellent player for us. He should be one of the Metro, and
nation’s, top players.”

Pee Wee Barber became a nationally recognized name
with some tremendous offensive performances from the
point guard spot last year. However, he has had departed
via the NBA draft and has left some big shoes to fill as the
team’'s leader. Junior college all-stater Demick Mitchell
should vve for the starting honors. At 6-3, Mitchell led the
state in steals averaging 5.7 per game and he has the tools
needed for the position. Freshman Aubry Boyd, rated by
some as the top point guard prospect in the nation, has
already grown an inch to 6-6 since signing with Florida
State. A fundamentally sound player with great skills, Boyd
is not expected to sit many games out. Joey Barnes, a 6-2
redshirt freshman, provides a spark and has benefitted from
a year in the program.

“I don't think any recruiting class, or recruit, lives up to
all the press clippings,” says an obviously excited Kennedy

\ - i

OUTLOOK

(Florida State's 1987-88 newcomers have been rated among
the top 5 in the nation). “What vou want to do is make sure
that what you have is real, and I think we definitely have
that. We have players who can play against anyone and beat
anvone in the country.

“QOur players have the foundation; they are solid. They
have the proper attitude, work-ethic, academic goals and
desire to win. All our freshmen have that.”

When asked about the goals for his Seminoles, Pat
Kennedy answers with the future on his mind.

“I think the most important thing, and it sounds so
elementary, is our greatest goal is improvement,”says
Kennedy. “We have six freshmen, a sophomore and two
transfers. If we can get daily improvement that is what is
important. Winning is going to be secondary, as far as goals
are concerned. We are going to improve and let the wins
take care of themselves.”

Pat Kennedy, his staff, and players have made believers
of Florida State’s basketball fans. And the Leon County
Civic Center, which welcomed a new attendance record last
season, figures to be the place to be once again this year.




