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chedule

7 5 Television ~ Television
Date Opponent Location Time Network Date Opponent Location Time Network
NOVEMBER 5 17" CLEMSON TALLAHASSEE FL 7

7 RED ARMY (MOSCOW) TALLAHASSEE,FL  7:00 20 atDuke Durham, NC 9:00 (ESPN)

13 ATHLETES IN ACTION TALLAHASSEE. FL  7:00 24 NORTH CAROLINA TALLAHASSEE FL 800  (R-JP)

27 HOWARD TALLAHASSEE.FL  7:00 27 at Georgia Tech Atlania. GA 130 (R-JP

28 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL TALLAHASSEE.FL 7:00 (SUN) ESPN 2)
DECEMBER : FEBRUARY

2 JACKSONVILLE TALLAHASSEE.FL  2:00  (SUN) 3 VIRGINIA TALLAHASSEE, FL 200 (ABC)
5 atTulane New Orleans, LA 730  (SUN) 7 atWake Forest Winston-Szlem, NC  7:30
9  vs.DePaul St Petersburg, FL 1:00  (ABC) 10 MARYLAND TALLAHASSEE.FL 12:00 (R-JP.

12 CONNECTIGUT TALLAHASSEE,FL 7:00 (ESPN) ESPN 2)

16  vs. Florida at Milk Challenge Orlando, FL 7:00 14 N.C.STATE TALLAHASSEE, FL | 7:00

20 RADFORD TALLAHASSEE, FL™ 7:00 17  at Clemson Clemson, SC 7:.00 (RSN)

28 MARYLAND BALTIMORE CO.~ TALLAHASSEE, FL.  7:00 — (SUN) 22 DUKE TALLAHASSEE . FL- 8:00 (BR-JP)

30 MARYLAND EASTERN SHORE TALLAHASSEE. FL - 2:00 24 at North Carolina Chapel Hill, NC 2:00 (ABC)
JANUARY % 28 GEORGIATECH TALLAHASSEE,FL -~ 8:00 (R-JP)

3 atVirginia Charlattesville, VA 800" (RUP) MARCH
6 WAKE FOREST TALLAHASSEE, FL. 400 (R-JP. 7-10 &t ACC Tournament Greensboro, NC TBA
ESPN 2)
9 at Maryland College Park, MD 8:00 (R-JP) R-JP = Raycom-Jeiferson-Pilot
13 atN.C.Siate Raleigh, NC 12:00 (R-JP. SUN = Sunshine

RSN = Sunshine/HTS/SpariSouth
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s Pat Kennedy enters his 10th season at Florida State, he is widely credited /

with refurning FSU {o the college basketball map with a combination of
aggressive, full court play; fop-noich scheduling and highly acclaimed recruiting classes.

Not only has Kennedy led Florida State basketball back to national prominence, but he and his staff
brought much needed stability to the Seminole program. His top two aids, Tom Carlson and David
Zimroth, have been with Kennedy since he arrived in Tallahassee 10 years ago. Together, they have led
the Seminoles to five NCAA Tournament berths and one N.LT. appearance in the past nine years. FSU's
advance to the Final Eight of the 1993 NCAA Tournament marked the second best season in Florida
State history. == = : S

In 1990 Kennedy led the Seminoles fo their first Metro Conference Championship in FSU's last sea-
son in the league. The fol]ﬂﬁnnisear in Florida Srate’s inaugural Atlantic Coast Conference season, he
established new conference marks for a first year coach with six road wins and 11 league victories. So
impressive were his feats in the nation’s premiere college basketball conference that he was named ACC
Coach of the Year for 1991-92, - _

1t was 10 vears ago that Kennedy transplanted his family from a cozy situation at lona College in
New York to Florida's capital city. During that time he has brought excitement, exposure and national
recognition to Florida State basketball.
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hen Pat Kennedy arrived in Tallahassee in 1984, the Seminole basketball
program faced an unceriain future, An 88-86 record over the last six
seasons had resulted in low game aitendance and fading fan interest. The program had registered just
two winning seasons and one post season appearance during that span.

Brought in to infuse the program with excitement and establish a winning tradition, Pat Kennedy
promised winning records and regular trips to the NCAA Tournament when he was introduced as the
new head basketball coach at Florida State.

Inheriting a 12-17 team, Kennedy gave FSU faithful a glimpse of wha to expect in guiding the
Seminoles to a 19-11 record and an N.L'T. berth in his first year at the helm. Nine years later, his
Seminole teams have averaged nearly 19 wins a season.




Press

- Florida State
University’s 1995-98
Baskeiball Media Guide
has been designed for
use by the news media
and Seminole fans. Any
questions not covered
in this publication can

0 i : - Bob Burda

be directed to the Assistant Sports

Florida State Sports Information

Information Office. Director
Credential

Requests: All requests for working press,
radio, television, photographer or scouting
credentials should be made in writing to
Assistant Sports Information Dirgctor Bob
Burda at least one week prior to date

TN O R MATLEON

Radio: Sections are reserved for both
Florida State and opposing radio on press
row. FSU granis broadcast rights to the
official radio outlet of the visiting team on a
reciprocal basis. Contact Jim McNeil of
Host Communications (304) 644-2550 to
assure the lines are available.

Phones: Telephone service should be
ordered directly through Centel Telephone
Company of Tallahassee. Call (904) 681-
6600 o order privaie lines.

A limited number (six) of phone lines
are available in ihe press/interview room
iollowing the game. The phones are for
credit card calls only and are on & firsi-
come, first-served basis.

Interview Policies: Florida State
players may be reached through the Sporis
Information Office. A media call-back card
will be filled out and given io the athlete
who should return the call collect at the
requested time.

Following completion of the game,
Florida Staie’s locker room will be apen
following & 10-minute cooling off period. Pat
Kennedy will address the media in the
pressfinterview room and two FSU players
will be brought to the same room. Media
may also conduct interviews in the FSU
locker room.

Press Meals: A bufiet dinner is
available in the Seminole Spirit Room to

mernbers of the media with meal

of game.
Reqguests will be evaluaied and
credentials issued according to the

ACC Basketball Coaches
Teleconference & Sports Services

tickel attached 1o credential.
Television crews will be supplied
with five meal tickets to accommo-

following criteria.

a. Local metropolitan press; wire
services; national publications;
metropolitan press from oppo-
nents’ areas; siudent newspapers;

b. Other daily newspapers;

¢. Radio and television personnel not
broadcasting the contest live;

d. Non-daily newspapers (space
available):

e. Scouis.

Parking: A limited number of

The ACC Media Relations Depariment offers up-io-
daie siatisiics on a daily basis and an opportunity to
speak io each of the conference coaches via
conference-call ielephone format on a weekly basis.
The statistics will be accessible by computer every
afternoon by 3:00 p.m., while the teleconferences will
iake place on TUESDAY MORNINGS (starting January 2)
beginning at 1:00 p.m. The siats line phone number is
910-855-6568 and ihe teleconierence can be accessed
by dialing 703-276-4310.

Teleconference Schedule

date the talent and producers. Any
catering needs for television crews
should be addressed with Roger
Englert of the Civic Center.

ACC Faxback Service

In order to provide timely and
accuraie information, the Atlantic
Coast Conference has a “Faxback
System” which allows the league

spaces in the Civic Center's main
parking lot have been set aside for
use by the media. Cars should enter
the parking lot off Pensacola Sirest
and will be direcied fo the proper
area. ALL REQUESTS FOR PARKING
CREDENTIALS SHOULD BE MADE
ALONG WITH REQUESTS FOR
PRESS CREDENTIALS.

Rick Barnes, Clemson
Mike Krzyzewski, Duke....
Pat Kennedy, Florida State............cu0..
Bobby Cremins, Georgia Tech ..
Gary Williams, Maryland
Dean Smith, North Carolina.....
LLes Robinson, N.C. State....
Jeif Jones, Virginia
Dave Odom, Wake Forest......................

office to provide the latest informa-
tion, 24 hours a day. The ACC
Faxback allows members of the
media 24-hour access to the latest
press releases (notes & stals) from
the ACC office AND the nine sporis
information offices from each of the
league schools.

Members of the media are
urged fo use this easy sysiem to

Photographers: Accrediied
photographers will be allowed io shoot the
game from couriside upon presentation of a
photo pass for the contest. Working prass
only will be allowed in the designated photo
areas of the court.

Television: Facilities are available at
courtside for both local and network
broadcasis. Please have requesis prepared
several weeks prior to the broadcasi.

NETWORK TELEVISION CREWS WILL
BE ISSUED FOUR PARKING PASSES ONLY
FOR THEIR ENTIRE CREW. Producers
should contact the Civic Center's Roger
Englert at (304) 487-1691 direcily for
special parking needs.

Faxing: Faxing of siatistics is available
through the FSU Sports Information Office.
There will be a sign-up list in the
pressfinierview room for any media mem-
ners who nead post-game materials faxed.

Services/Statistics: Statistics will be
distributed to the media following both the
half and completion of the game along with
a play-by-play of the game, Coaches’
guoies will be available approximaiely 30
minuies afier the completion of the game.

obtain information on the ACC
schools. Below are several of the ACC
Faxback features.

Simply dial the Faxback machine phane
number on your fax phone. You will then be
instructed step-by-siep on how to retrieve
the information. Connect your fax at the
fone and the requesied information will start
transmitting through your machine. This
system is operational 24 hours a day and
will contain the latest releases from the nine
ACC schools and the ACC office release.
We will not release this phone number
except to cerfified media sources.
Therefore, you must contact the ACC Media
Relations depariment or fax in your request
i0.(910) 854-8797.
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ACC Men’s
Basketball

Faxback Catalog

CLEMSON i
General Release............. 11150

DUKE

FLORIDA STATE

General Release.....

GEORGIA TECH

General Release..

Notes Only..
Stats Only...
Boix Score...
Schedule.....

MARYLAND

General Release .

NORTH CAROLINA

General Release

N.C. STATE

VIRGINIA
General Relzase
Notes Only...
Stais Only

WAKE FOREST

General Aelease.

Notes Only...
Stats Only....
Box Score....
Schedule ...

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
President: £
Faculiy Rep:
Athletic Direclor:.

Facilities Coordinaior: ...
Director of Marketing
and Promotions:.......

Location: ...... .Taliahassee,FL

Enrollment: .. v ...29,000

Symbol: “:ieminoies -

Colors: ... ..Garnet and Gold

Conference: ....Atlantic Coast

Home Court: ..Tallahassee-Leon
County Cwu:: Center

Capacity: ...,

1994-95 Record: .

ACC Record: ...

ACC Tournament:

Starters Returning/Lost:

Lettermen Returning/Lost: ......

Talbm “Sandy” D'Alemberte! |
.Gl -

Associate Athletic Director il Chades Hurst
~*- Chalic Cart
Assistant Afhletic Dlreciors .......... Anc!y Urbanic
Bob Minnix =
= “Kim Reécord “
Business Manager: ... Greg Phillips

...Bemic Waxman

_Kim McWilliams

FSU Quick Facts

SporsiInformation Director: ............

.Rob Wilson

TTCREEMENAgEE:. ... .cc. oo PETTICK Martin
BASKETBALL STAFF
Head Basketball Coach: ... Pat Kennedy

Alma Mater (year): ...

Overall Record (years)

Record at FSU (years)
Assistant Coaches: ..

y Donnie Marsh
Tainge ........4
Equipment Managn :

King's College ('75)
...293-165 (15)
...169-105 (9)

..David Zimroth (FSU '78)

Tom Carlson (FSU '74)
(Frankiin & Marshall ‘'79)
L2 .....Sam Lunt

-Gene Granger

TELEPHONE NUMBERS (All Area Codes 904)

‘Basketball SID

Bob BUrda: ..oviseesismisens

.Office: 644-1077
Home: 562-1160

SID Office:
SID Fax: ..

644-1403
....644-3820

Ticket Office: ...
-Mailing address

..644-1461
..644-2526
..644-1830
.P.0. Box 2195
Tallahassee, Fl 32316

,'me_s Collins and teammates will not be strangers to television
camierds this season @s 19 of 26 regular season games are slated
Jor broadeast.

FSU Sports
Information Office

Phone Number: ...
Fax Number:

Inquiries Address:.........c.......

Overnight Address: ...........

Assistant SID: ..

..-.(904) 644-1403
..(904) 644-3820
Sports Information
P.0. Drawer 2195
Tallahassee, FL 32316
.Sports Information
Moore Athletic Canter
Pensacola Street
Tallzhassss, FL 32308
.Rob Wilson
(904) 644-7292 (Office)
(904) 386-1619 (Home)
..... Bob Burda
077 (Office)

Assistant SID: ..o T

Adminisirative Secretary: ......

Graduate Assistant:........

Graduate Assistant: .

904) 644-1065 [O-ucn)
904) 878-0464 (Home)
..Debra Crews
)Eéd 1402 (Office)
Amy Farnum
(DDA)E 14-0615 (Ofiice)

_Vicki Zinkil
(904) 6"’ 81:3 (Office)

(30




Seminole
Radio Network
Whether Florida State

plays at home or on the

road, fans across the

Southeast follow every play
on the Seminole Sports

®  Network_The regional

network brings all the excitement of FSU
basketball. as well as pre-game predictions
and post-game analysis, to fans, alumni
and college baskeiball enthusiasts across
a five slate area. The network includes
stations in North and South Carolina, and
has a strong presence in Georgia, Alabama
and Florida.

The Seminole Sporis Metwork is owned
and operaied by Host Communications,
Inc.. one of the nation’s leaders in collegiate
sporis broadcasiing. Florida State joined
forces with the Lexington, KY based
company o esiablish a comprehensive
marketing opportunity which includes radio,
television, print and corporate sponsorship
componants.

In addition to Florida State, Host owns
the rights o the n rk of other
(8] nding schools including Texas,
Virginia, Kentucky, Notre Dame, Tennessee,
South Carolina, Houston and Mississippi
State. Host has a long-term broadcast and
print refationship with the NCAA.

The Seminole Basketball Network will
reach into nearly 40 markels in 1995-96,
including some of the largest in the nation
with Tampa, Miami and Orlando slated to
receive the games. In Tallahassee. all the
Seminole basketball games can be heard
on flagship station WTNT-FM (94 .9).

Florida State's professional broadcast
crew is known as one of the best in the
nation as they provide insight and
entertainment as well as delailed and sxpert
play-by-play.

The broadcast igam feaiures award-
winning play-by-play announcer Gene
Deckerhoff, 2 22-year veteran of the FSU
basketball network, who is a seven-time
winner of the Sporiscaster of the Year
award in the Sunshine State.

Deckerhoif is nationally known as one
of the finest football and basketball
announcers in the South. The “Voice of the
Seminoles™ for the past 17 years in football
in addition to his 22 in hoops, Deckerhoff
has been named the besi college or pro

INFORMATION

football play-by-play announcer in the
state for 13 of the last 16 years.

A native of Jacksonville, FL. Deckerhoff
also handles the play-by-play announcing
for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers of the NFL,
making for some very busy fall weekends.
Deckerhoff is also the co-host of both “The
Pat Kennedy Show™ and the “The Bobby
Bowden Show™ which he

handling select road games in the past.
Pons has a vast knowledge of Florida State
basketball having worked numerous Pat
Kennedy camps.

also produces. He runs
Gene Deckerhoff
Praductions, a firm
specializing in sports
broadcasting and the
production of radio and
television commercials.

Joining Deckerhoff will
be long-time Florida State
basketball associate Jackie
Pons. Pons will add color-
commentary to all of Florida
State’s basketball

Droadcasis his year afler

Host Communications Seminole
Radio Network Affiliates

Daytona Beach... 2

Dothan; AL ... - WXUS-FM 100.5
Englewood... -...WENG-AM 1530
Fort Pierce --WQOL-FM 103.7
Ft. Walton Beach.... - WFTW-AM 1260
Graceville ~WYDA-FM 101.7
High Springs...

Jacksonville.

Key Wesi .....

LaGrange, GA
Lake City .. WGRO-AM 960
Lakeland.. WLKF-AM 1430

..... WKIQ-AM 1240

Marianna.. .. WTYS-AM 1340
Miami o el e WQAM-AM 560
Milton e s e WEBY-AM 1330

Station Station
Location Frequency  Location Frequency
Belle Glade WBGF-FM 93.5 ..WOCA-AM 1370 -
Brunswick, GA ... WPIQ-AM 790
Clemson, SC... .. WCCP-AM 1560  Panama City ...
Cocoa Beach.. WMYM-AM 1350  Pensacola

Valdosia, GA ...
Vero Beach ..
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Media Outlets
Qutlet Telephone FaX Qutlet Telephone FAX
Newspapers Radio
Bradenton Herald Florida Radio Network
Willie Higit, Sporis Edior TomMaorgan
102 Manates Ave Wi fon, FL 34205 813-745-7007 T45-7097 600 S_Fio Grande Ave., Suite 201, Orando, FL 32808 4D7-858-1100
Daylona Beach News Journal WNLS~AM
Godwin Kelly, Sparts
P.0. Box 431, Daylona 904-252-1511 2588485 n Knox Rd., Suiie E-200, Telehasses, AL 32308 .......004-385-9868 385-8789
F[onth T‘m Union (Lo'""}
i. Sporis Direcior
1..904-224 7515 . 3594147 apital Ciree NE ., 804-422-3107 4220008
e Bianch Lancs Szwyer. Sport
02-352-4228 3582147 1820 £ Park Ave. S04-671-1450 B42-8573
WINT-FM
Jim Cresby, Sporis D
305-356-4645 56-4676 325 John Knox Rd., Suite E-200, T2 904-335-0863 3858769
A
813-335-035: ....334-0708 20 Diffenbaugh Buldng, Ta! S0LEL2TT
Television
S04-378-1411 3383128 Jacksonville
Lakeland Ledger WJKS (ABC)
Wiie Cobb, Sparis Editor Ken Rod:
P.0. Box 408, 1 skeland, Fi 33802 813-687-7010 8877016 P S04-B26-5002
Mlaml Herald WJXT (CBS)
_ Sam Kouvars, Sp =
-.305-37T6-3487 ... ..376-2295 P.O. Box 5270. J
WTLV (NBC)
. Lo _ _ Dan Hicken, Sporis
3053782487 3TE-2233 1070 E. Adams St., Jacksonvills, FL 32202 . 904-633-8806
Qrlando
58 < OO4BE3NIN . BE25230 WETV(88C)
Ocala Star Banner Pat Clarks, Sports R _ _H
Dwiont Colins, Sporis P.O.Box 933, Odando, A.32802 . ... . 407-244.8364
P.D. Box 480, Ocala. FL 32670 904-857-4144 BE7-4018 "’E?';‘j)"i""‘e‘ Park)
an do Mark
o sentinel {5l 1021 N. Wy ¢ Rd., Winier Park, FL 32789 ... . 407-5330-7893
..... S04Z00.5564 Panama City
WMBB (ABC)
Paul Joseph, Sporis
L AOT-A20-54TE 120-5069 PO Box 1340, Panama City. FL. 32401 .. ... B04.769-2313
WJHG (NBC)
an, Spons
iy 904-222-7733 224-3627 emaCily, FL32401 . . 904-234-2121
Paia!ka Daily News Pensacola
Kerry D My
1825 5L Jo 9043282721 paigy | WEDIEHL L
Pa‘“’D?:?G“ i ast P.O. Box 12078, Pensacola FL32581 ...
3 I07-520-4440 B20-44Bi Tallahassee
X ke Mabors, Sz
F.o Box 1840, Panama City, FL 32401 004-763-7621. 435.8633 904-B33-2188 £€68-3851
Pensacola News Journal
Bill Vilor
Ona e Plaza, Pensacola, FL 32501 904-435-8558 435-8633 9048931313 £€65-1480
Sa_rasota Herald~Tnbur|e Albany, Ga.
WALB (CBS)
813857-5171 957-5276 Ducky Wzll, Sporis
St. Petersburg Times PO Box 3130, Albany, GA3I706____ 9128830154
Bob Harig, Sporis )
P.O.Box 1121, 5t Pelorsburg, 7L 33731 ...~ B138938123 . . BIZETR2 Specialty Outlets
St. e?l.e"Shl",r.g '!Tmes = Sunshine Network
S0 Em g, FL 33731 e B13803.8123 803.6762 Pl Karedy, 1d
T T’-"h s PRkl Ho Sl R 390 W Orange Ave., Suite 275, Orlando, FL 32801 £48.1879
anpatomme: } ’ e Seminole Radio Netwark
Tom McEwen, Cof Davi 150, Columnist, David Whiitiey, Sporis Gene Deckertiolf
P.O. Box 191, Tampa, FL 33601 £13-272-7635 52 e P —
Ta]lahassee Democrat h
Jis. Jon Nogowski, Columnist Campus Media
P,O, x 830, Tallahas 904-5393.2168 224-2053 %
Florida Flambeau
Wire Services i;}cﬂ,s Editor e : i . — =
A iated Press (Local) ste.s. Box 20287, Tallzhassse, FL32316 v DOL4-B81-6605 681-35
Brent Kallasted 2 )
336 E Colege, Suite 301, Talishassee, FL 32301, 804-224-1211 ___ 224.2009 desarie Bty

upi
Les Kios
800 Douglas Rd., Suite 565, Coral Gi

...... 305-445-1730

P-0. Box 20331, T . FL32316 904-561-6653




1995-96 Atlantic Coast Conference Basketball Schedule

(ALL TIMES EASTERN - SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

TME=ESM==0=

Tmmu=momo

MUASTLAND it

B.

oume
A DUKE = FLORIA STATE
R MASTLAND 7 .G STATE
c SRS WAEFOREST | CLEMSONZ KT STATE
H GE0RGIA TECH =t FLORS

DUKE 3 MATTLAND
- - 1826 ACC Tournament
,,‘-;m&mc‘ﬁﬁ‘j? Greensboro (NC) Coliseum| 1996 NCAA Tournament Final Four
March 7-10 A
ity sl Meadawlands Arena

e tan fres. res: | (ESE Rutherford, NJ)
ch 21823

Rutgers, host
hest March 30 & April 1




STATE SEMINOLES

-

at Kennedy's tenure at Florida State has meant more than wins. Fan suF- /
port has been unprecedented. FSU drew more than 100,00 fans for the first
time ever in Kennedy's first season. In fact, the Seminoles have eclipsed the mark seven times under
Kennedy and each of the last five seasons.
Florida State has averaged 107,589 fans a season through Kennedy's first nine years. The one-mil-
 lionth fan to see the Seminoles play at home under Kennedy is expected this season.

A more dramatic beginning could nort have been written for the Kennedy era at Florida State as he
opened the 1986-87 season against rival Florida in front of the largest crowd ever to witness a college
game in the state. 15,300 looked on as Kennedy shouted, cheered, screamed, stomped, encouraged and
inspired his underdog Seminole squad to a delirious 80-76 win over the nationally ranked Gators.
Kennedy has not looked back since.




The Seminolés had drifted away from the style of play that mac




em a force ta

e Seminoles are back! Wiih a rosier that allows coach Pat
| Kennedy to incorporate the ingredienis of his past NCAA post-
| season {eams, Florida Staie looks to recapture the form which
b enabled ihe program to advance to the NCAA Tournament
= = five times, with three consecutive appearances from 1991-
93, Eiunng Kennuoys nine years ai the FSU helm.

Four years ago the Seminoles burst onio ihe sceng in the Atlantic Coast
Conierence with a pair of secand place regular season finishes along with
Sweet 16 and Final Eight NCAA berths. Afler consecutive finishes in the bot-
tom half of the ACC standings, Kennedy has a talented group poised to
once again contend for the top spot in the conference and return to postsea-
son play.

“We have put together a pair of outsianding recruiting classes.” says
Kennedy. “This year's feam will be young, but the likes of Corey Louis,
LaMarr Greer and James Collins have gained valuable experience and are
ready to make an impact in the ACC. The addition of this years recruits cre-
ates a very bright fuiure for our program ”

Following a pair of sub .500 seasons, Kennedy has retooled hi
Seminole team. “Afier playing our first two years in the league agains
likes of a Sharone Wright and Eric Montross, we went away from our style of
play in an attempt to play more of a down-low power game,” comments
Kennedy. “As a result, we went away from our speed game. In our first twi
years in the ACC, were able to run; press and play an up-tempo style for
& full 40 minutes. The last two years we haven't. This year we have the
speed, quickness and athleticism to once again play that style

What has Kennedy so excited is his full arsenal of offensive weapons
which creates a balance that has been lacking. The Seminoles have the flex-
ibility o insert & lineup that can go “big™ or “small” and can play inside or
outside. But regardless of the choice, they will be quick and fast, allowing
the Seminoles fo press and play pressure defen
(Continued Page 13)
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e have a young ieam,” adds Kennedy.
f our five upperclassmen, we have

just one returning starter, two seniors,

.'I and two junior college fransfers. This

| team is very hungry after having two off
ears. Qur program has grown accus-

tormed to the NCAA Tournament. We have

a lot of young, talented players who have experience

and know how to play. We fully expect o contend for the

ACC title this year”

Kennedy's enthusiasm may seem surprising consid-
ering that for the fourth time in the last three years he
has 1o replace a first-round NBA selection. Bob Sura led
the Seminoles in virlually every category last season and
nis depariure means FSU loses its all-tims scoring
leader (2,130 points). Sura also set school records for
career field goal attempis (1.626), field goals made
(731), three-point field goals made (214), and three-
point field goal attempis (640). He ranks in the Top 5 in
steals (2nd-209). games played (3rd-119), and assisis
(4ih-435). Along the way. Sura became the first player in
ACC history to score 2,000 career painis while collecting
over 700 rebounds. 400 assists and 200 steals.

00T 00
Americans over the last two
years, inis season’s
Seminale lineup features
high school All-Americans
at four of five positions. The
addition of Sparks and
WeClendon marks only the
fifth and sixth junior college
signess in Kennedy's 10
recruiting classes.

“Eight years ago we
brought in two junior college
players in Derrick Miichell
and Tony Dawson. We won
41 games over the next iwo years and went io the NCAA
Tournament twice,” reminds Kennedy.

The biggest question mark facing the Seminoles is
at point guard. Kennedy poinis out that he needs io set-
tie on & point guard, including starier and rotation, and
ihat the position must be productive.

Sophomore LaMarr Greer will batile Avery Curry and
Scott Shepherd for starting duties at the point. Greer,
who started all but two games as a trus freshman last

style of play that was so successful for the

“Bobby Sura ceriainly was one of the best players
ever 10 wear a Florida State uniform,” said Kennedy. “He
was our go-io guy. I think, though, that other players
became complacent when Bobby was on the fioor last
season. Af times it seemed like the guys were standing
around waiting for him io make something happen. If our
team is going to be successiul this year, we need fo
have more than one or two consisient go-to guys.”

FSU will iry to fill the void with the talented duo of
James Collins and Corey Louis. The two form the nucle-
us of this year's team and ranked in the Top 10 in six of
nine statistical categories kept by the ACC last season.
LaMarr Greer also returns io the linsup afier starting
nearly every game at point guard.

Avery Curry, Kirk Luchman, Scott Shepherd and Tim
Wooden also return from last year's 12-15 squad and are
joined by talented recruits Kelvin McClendon, Gentry
Sparks and Randell Jackson.

“The most imporiant thing about recruiting is
fulfilling needs,” said Kennedy, “that's the big key.

Our needs include inside scoring. rebounding, defen-
sive play and overall toughness. We feel like we've
covered those areas. Above all else, these guys bring
us tested numbers.”

The recruiting efforts of Kennedy and staff have paid
dividends. In addition to signing three McDonald's All-

-tempo style of basketball for 40 minutes.

year, has great size at 6-5 and concenirated on
improving his quickness after playing in the
Olympic Festival this summer. His 78 assisis
were second best on the club last season
behind Bob Sura. Greer averaged 3.0
assists and 5.6 points per game his frash-
man campaign. His size gives the
coaching staff the luxury of playing
him at the point offensively and
assigning him small forward responsi-
bilities on defense:

Sophomore Avery Curry gives
Coach Kennedy a couple of
oplions as he can play either the
point or shoeoting guard. Curry
has the quickness to quarierback
the club and is a tenacious
rebounder although just 6-2. He
played in 24 games asa true fresh-
man and gained valuable experience
averaging 15.1 minutes a contest. He
possesses an explosive first step and
proved able io beat some of the nation’s
top defenders off the dribble. His speed
and defensive skills complement FSU's
up-tempo siyle.
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cott Shepherd returns for his senior season
determined to compete for playing time. As
one of only two seniors on the squad,
Shepherd’s experience will be invaluable both
on and off the court. After spending each of
his first three seasons playing behind NBA-
bound guards, Shepherd looks to move into
the spotlight this season. A steady point guard
with excellent ball handling and shooting skills, he
played in 15 games, including three staris last year. He
had a career-day in a start at Maryland last year burying
17 points in 27 minutes of action.

Leading the candidates to succeed Sura at the wing
guard spot is the top returning scorer from last season,
James Collins. Collins, who is also the top returning
scorer in the ACC, has {he range on his jumper o kill a
zone and the quickness 1o penelrate for baskets. He
started every game last season averaging 18.0 points
and earned third team All-FACC honars. Colling led FSU
and was ninif in the ACC in field goal percentage (.511)
and was the only conference player to scors in double
figures every game. He owns the ACC's longest current

double figure scoring streak at 32 sirzight games and
will be counted on fo carry the Seminoles’ offensive load,
particularly in the early going. Coach
Kennedy believes Collins is poised
to become one of the siar players
in the Atlantic Coast Conference
and coniend for All-America hon-
ors.
Also adding depth and com-

peting for time at the outside
scoring positions will be Geoff
Brower and Kelvin McClendon.
Brower returns for his freshman year
after redshirting last season. His play-
ing slyle draws comparisons to Sura
from FSU coaches. Brower's long rangs
jumper and offensive mentality make him
a valuable weapon off the bench at the
fwo-guard.

Junior college transier Kelvin
McClendon will try lo make an immediate
impact. He was a prolific scorer at the
Juco level and provides an ouiside shot
that should fit perfectly into Kennedy's

offense. A first-leam All-Stale selection last
season, McClendon ranked among the
state’s lzading scorers, averaging 25 points

STA,

per game. He sank 57 percent of his
shots from the floor, including 41 per-
cent of his three-point atiemplts.

Florida State will benefit from the
ability to work five players at the two
post positions. Corey Louis has esiab-
lished himself as a rising star around
the league afier an impressive rookie
campaign. Louis averaged 10.8 points
a game last year and staried all 27
coniests for the Seminoles. A force at
both ends of the floor, his shot block-
ing abilities forced opponents to
adjust their offenses. An All-ACC
Freshman Team selection, Louis
emerged as one of the nation’s top
nawcomers. His 74 rejections rank
second on FSU’s single season list,
while his 2.7 blocks per game average was third best in
the conference and 20th nationally. Louis led the Tribe
with a 7.8 rebounds per game average last year.

Kirk Luchman has the size at 6-10, 240 pounds and

ddition to signing three McDonald’s All-Ameri-
school All-Americans at four of five positions.

the knack for the physical game to be & force down low
in his junior season. Luchman will look to improve on his
3.5 points and 3.2 rebound average of a year ago. Ater
spending his first two years playing against five different
league centers now playing in the NBA, coaches expect
{o see improvement in Luchman’s game. A solid inside
player who works exiremely hard around the basket at
both ends of the floor, Luchman will contend with Tim
Waooden for starting responsibilities at center. Of his
eight staris last year. three were at cenier. He gives
coaches flexibility with FSU’s “big” lineup because of his
ability to play either power forward or center.

Wooden, the only other senior on the FSU roster,
returns for his last season hoping to provide emotional
leadership to the young squad. An excellent passer and
good transition player, Wooden hopes to work inside
more regularly this season. His versatility allows him to
play any of ihe three forward spots. He saw action in 23
games last season, including five starts. afier transfer-
ring from Seminole Junior College in Oklahoma.

Hoping to make an immediate impact down low are
talented newcomers Gentry Sparks and Randell
Jackson. Sparks, a 6-8 sophomore from Tallahasses,
honed his skills at Barton County Community College.
He is an accurate shooter with great leaping ability and
intimidating size. A sirong inside player, Sparks can also
score away from the basket and from along the baseline.
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Considered by many to be one of the top Juco players in “The biggest challenge facing us is gelling back
the country last season, Sparks averaged 20.2 points to the NCAA Tournament. This team will be exiremely

and 8.1 rebounds competitive and will do everything in its power to get
per game at Barton back. As our players look back over the lasi two sea-
Couny. sons, they realize how close those teams were. with a
At B-icoi-11, few breaks and cluich baskets, to qualifying for postsea-
Jackson was one of son play. Even though the program may appear to have

the most highly taken a step back over the last two vears after three
recruited players in straight NCAA berths, we now have the personnel in
the country and place to once again play the up-tempo styl

gives the Seminales successful and was a Florida State hallmark.

the size they have After last season, Florida State’s schedule was
lacked at times over ranked as the toughest in the couniry and this year's

the pasi iwo sea- proves no different as the Seminoles will once again take
sons. He enlers the on some of the nation’s top programs. In addition 1o the
Florida State pro- ACC, the Tribe will face non-conference foss

gram after a highly Cannecticut, DePaul, Tulane. Florida and Jacksanville.
successful prep “Qur schedule is once again one of the mast difficult
carsar whers he inthe country,” Kennedy reflects. “But it's a credit to the
averaged 23.7 type of program we've built here that we can atiract the
points, 11.5 nation’s top teams and play on nalional television.
rebounds and five “We'll be tested early. Our young players will be

—

blacks per game his forced to grow up in & hurry. That two week sireich in

“We now have the personnel in place to once again
play the up-tempo style that's been successful and
was a Florida State hallmark.”

senior season. Tabbed a early December when we play Jacksonville, Tulane,
T McDonald's All-American, DePaul, Connecticut and Florida will tell a lot about this
0, Seringle 50 - Parage first-team All-Ameri- team. [t will be a good barometer of where we stack up
fiﬁf AN 0 el can, and second-leam USA in the conference.”
ST Today All-American, his Florida State’s 1995-96 schedule features 14 games

future and potential are against ieams from last year's NCAA Tournament, and
as promising as any the Seminoles will be seen ai [east 19 fimes on national

player coming out and regional television this seasen. After playing out-of-
of high school. conference for the season’s first two months, FSU will
With the number play an exclusive Ailantic Coast Conference scheduls
of young players at in January and February in preparation for ihe confer-
FSU, the addition of ence championship tournament March 7-10, in
Jackson creates a Greensboro. NC.
very bright future. “There is parity across the league this season,”
“We are very excited Kennedy said. “From top to bottom, anyone is capable
about the upcoming of beating anyone slse. With the early departures of star
sesason,” says Kennedy. players from some of the other schools. | believe the
“We'll be young, but we league title is up for grabs. Certainly. Maryland with four
have built a solid nucleus. returning starters has to be a favorite. After that, it's any-
James (Collins) and Corey body’s guess.”
(Louis) give our starting With the ability fo play the up-tempo style that land-
lineup a foundation. Right ed Florida Stale three siraight invitations fo the “Big

now the rest of the starting Dance” and Sweet 16 and Elite Eight appearances, the
spots are interchangeable. Seminoles should return to their place among the
Competition for playing Atlaniic Coast Conference and once again become
iime will be fierce. national leaders.
4
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