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assumes the FSU
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for 1997-98,
new fiead coach
Steve Robinson
will count on
veterans (orey
Louis (82),
LaMarr Greer
(20) and Kenry. |
Thompson (12). |
fo provide lead- |
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Semninoles.




Head Coach
Steve Robinson
takes over the
Florida State
basketball pro-
gram in 1997-98,
He welcomes bacl

Jour starters -
seniors LaMarr
Greer, Corey Louis
and Kerry
Thompson and

Jjunior Randell
Jackson. Robinso
will lead the
Seminoles as they
tackle one of the
nation’s toughest
schedules. In
addition to playi
in college basket-
T
league, the
Atlantic Coast
Conference, FSU
will host defendi
national champio
Arizona and play
in'the Preseason
NIT.
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new head coach leads the Seminole pro-

gram into a new era in 1997-98. Steve

Robinson took over as the Florida State”

head coach over the summer after a suc-
cessful two-year stint at Tulsa, where he posted a
46-18 mark and made two appearances in the
NCAA Tournament.

Robinson will have four starters and seven reg-
ulars back from last year’s 20-win team as he
begins to put his stamp on the Florida State
basketball program.
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Teleconference Schedule

Rick Barnes, Clemson
Mike Krzyzewski, Duke
Steve Robinson, Florida Staie.............
Bobby Gremins, Georgia Tech
, Maryland
, North Carolir
. N.C. Staie
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Seminole
Radio Network

Whether Florida
State plays at home
or on the road, fans
across the Southeast
follow exlrer\,r play on

& ihe Seminole Sporis
Network. The regional network brings
all the excitement of FSU baskeiball,
as pre-game and post-game
analysis, to fans, alumni and college
basketball enthusiasts across the

siaie.

The Seminole Sparts Network is
owned and operated by Host
Communications, Inc., one of the
i aie sporis
. Florida Staie joined
e Lexington, KY based [
company o esiablish a comprehen-
sive marketing opportunity which
includes radio, ion, print and
corporat e spo nsursmp compenents.

his to the network of

anding schools including
, Kentucky, Notre
, South Caro'\i

Xy

will reach into nearly 40 markets in
1996-97, including some of the
largest in the nation with Tampa,
Miami and Orlando slated to receive
the games. In Tallahassee. all the
Seminole basketball games can be
heard on flagship station WINT-FM
(94.9).

Florida State's professional
broadcast cr known as one of
the best in the nation as they provide
insight and entertainment as well as
detailed and sxpert play-by-play.

The broadcast team fealures
-winning play-by-play announc-
er Gene Deckerhofi, a 24-year veter-
an of the FSU basketball ng

award

award in TE

Sunshine State.
Deckerhoff is nationally known
as one of the finest fooiball and bas-

ketball announcers in the South. The
“Voice of the Seminoles” for the past
20 years in football in addition to his
24 in hoops. Deckerhoff has been
named the best college or pro foot-
ball play-by-play announcer in the
state for e last 18 years.

e of Jacksonville, FL

rhoff also handles the play-by-
/ aﬂrouvcina for the Tampa Bay
ccaneers of the NFL, making for

pusy fall weskends.
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Deckerholf is also the co-host of both
'T e Steve Robinson Show™ and i
he Bobby Bowden Show,” wh
also produces. He runs Gene
Deckerhoff Productions, a firm spe-
cializing in sporis broadcasling and
the production of radio and 1elevision
commercials:
Jaining Deckerhofi for the third
siraighi year is long Florida Siate
basketball associate Jackie Pons.
ill add colar-commentary to all
Florida State's basketball broad-
is year. Pons has a vast

Gene Deckerhoff

Host Communications 1997-98
Seminole Radio Network Affiliates

Jackie Pons
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Madison ... L WMAF-AM....
Marianna.. ~WJIAQ-FM ...

..Frequency Location
e 03h Marianna.....
Miami ..
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Orlando...
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Tallahassee ...
Tampa/St. Pete....
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,,,,, WOCA-AM .
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Print Media
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1997.98 Atlantic Coast
Conference Men’s

Basketball Schedule

e

Wednesday, November 12

Friday, November 14

Hovember 20

Friday, November 21

February
unday, February 1

Saturday, February 14

ursday, January 15

Saturday, January

Thursda; Ft_a_hruary 26

Saturday, February 28

Thursday, January 29
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Four

Starters and
severtlettermen
retim as Head
Coach Steve
Robinson
assumes control
of the Florida
State basketball
progTa for the
1997-98
Season.

' (097:98 Florida State'
Seminole/Baskethall Media!Guide |







ew Era

he excitement surrounding the upcoming Florida State

basketball season.is as high as it has been in recent

memory. A new coaching staff is eager to begin teaching.

The players are anxious to get to work. And Seminole
fans have been talking FSU'basketball throughout the summer.

And there is good reason for the excitement. One of the top

youngicoaches in‘the nation, Steve Robinson, takes over the
Seminole program in 1997-98. Florida State returns four
startersiand Seven regulars, from last year’s 20-win team. And
the schedule - featuring back-io-back home games with Final
Four teams in December and'the Preseason NIT - is stronger
than it has been‘in recent years.
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Robinson was hired as the Florida
State program’s sixth head coach on
July 1. And while most of his summer
as a resident of
Tallahassee was
spent on the road
during the July
recruiting period,
he will hit the
ground running with
a veleran squad for
the 1997-28
campaign. Four
seniors, three who

here is good rea-
son for excie-
ment. One of the
young coaches
in the nation, Steve
Robinson, takes over a
program that refums

road (your goals), it starts with the
first day of practice, then the nexi
and the next. Then the first game
and the second game ... you jusi
keep adding them up. If you teach
yourself to do the best job you can
do each day, then all those things
at the end of the road become a
reality.”
Leading the way for Florida
State on the floor this season will be
senior point guard Kerry
Thompson. Thompson emerged
as one of the Atlantic Coast
Conference’s top newcomers
and a go-to man for the Tribe
last season. The New York
City native, who spent his first
two years at nearby
Tallahassee Community
College, won a pair of games
with last-second shots and
sent a third into overtime
(which the Seminoles eventual-
ly won) with a buzzer-beating
three-pointer. He finished sec-
ond in the ACC in assisis and
steals and his assist-o-
turnover ratio of nearly 2-io-1
was also among the league’s
best. Thompson, who
averaged 8.8 points per game
last season, could evolve into
mare of a scorer this season with
the departure of backcourt mate
James Collins, who led FSU in scoring
at 16.6 points per gams lasi year.
“Kerry loves to play baskeiball,”
said Robinson, “he is a2 gym rat. He
can do a lot of things for
us and is in ihe best
shape of his life. | think
he’s looking forward to the
way we are trying to play.”
Florida State will also
welcome the return of
three starters, seniors
LaMarr Greer and Corey
Louis and junior Randell

were stariers a year ,ﬁJW Starter WEdSEVE’H Jackson, back on
ago, and three juniors, rggul(us ﬁ(}m fas‘t the frontline. Greer, who
including one starter year’s 20-win team. siarted at point guard dur-

last year, dot the 1997-
98 Seminole roster.
“I have ong goal for myself and
this team,” said Robinson. “That is o
do the besl job we can do every day.
In every practice and in every game.”
“If you want to gat to the end of the

ing his first fwo seasons at
FSU, adjusted well in his
fransition to the wing last season. He
averaged 8.4 points and 3.9 rebounds
per game while starting 20 games at
small forward. The Cape May, NJ
native took his game to another level

R e TN S
over the final third of the season when
he averaged 10.0 points, including a
career-high 23 paints in a loss 1o Duke.
Greer also starred in Florida State’s run
{o the NIT Championship game, aver- |
aging 11.4 points, 4.2 rebounds and
hitting 41 percent from three-point
range in the postseason.

Louis is also a vital cog in
Robinson's first year plans. Plagued by
injuries throughout the 1996-97 cam-
paign, Louis still managed to average
11.0 poinis and a team-leading 6.8
rebounds per game. The Miami native
missad seven games during the
season, four after left knee
surgery and three with a plantar
fascitis injury, and was never
really at 100 percent during the
ACC portion of the schedule.

“They both bring something
difierent o the table,” Robinson
said. “"LaMarr has worked
extramely hard in the off-season.
He is very versatile and will have lo be
forus.”

“Corey is big, strong and can be a

Point guard
Kerry Thompson







very physical player down low. He one who really worked hard to get

worked very hard over the summer {0 ready for the season over the summsr.
improve his physical size. He is read We will find ways to make him effective : :
IIPIAVE U3 HINoIe) Slegs) ¥ bt enm very interesting play-
for his senior season ihe skills that he has.” n d S
Joining Louis in the frontcourt and Also returning after contributing €l Robinson said. “He
qiving the Serminoles one of the regularly in 1996-97 are junior Geof is another one who real-
league s better big man combinations Brower and sophomores Ron Hale and
1 e ly worked hard to get
is Jackson. He tied Louis for second Devonaire Deas.
on the team in scoring last season at Browsr's early season time will be rea@jbrdze season over the Riiett

ei

_no is per gam: and aodea 5 3 limited after suf .cmg a forn anterior summer. e Wlﬂﬁﬂd W@S to Jackeon i
cruciate ligament in his right knee in mabe him efective with the

I Florida State’s second round NIT “f € Wl

2 posiseason, over Michigan State. His rehabilitation shills that he has.”

elevated his game in
averaging 14.8 po‘nts 9.0 rebounds is proceeding well and he may be
and 1.6 blocked shots in FSU's five NIT | available as early as Descfr er. Wher
games. The Boston native also posted
four double-doubles in the final seven

games of ihe season.
“I think Randell is a ver
.” Robinson said. “H

resting Hale srdnen 10 games during the
s another 0r .nc $8a50N Ia:n year

> responded
and seven

on Hall and

ef, he scored a
':3 17 poinis in

=
=
w

Mal r‘,ﬂlgnn

eas started the first
three games at point
guard last year before

movin i0 a reserve role
behind Thompson. Deas is

academically inel
play uniil ine end of the
emesier.
The loss of Collins. a sec-
ond round pick in last
June’s NBA Draft and
Florida State’s third all-fime
leading scorer. leaves a
scoring void in the
backcourt. While Thompson
could shoulder more of the
scoring foad in his senior sea-
son, itis 6-6 junior college
transfer Terrell Baker who may
replace Callins in the starting
lingup. Baker comes io FSU
with impressive credentials from
Chamnplain College in
Burlington, VT. He was regarded
as one of the nation’s fop junior
callege players in boih his sea-
sons there and earned third-team

N\ STATE BASKETBALL
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All-American honors afier both his
freshman and sophomore campaigns.
Last year, Baker led his team to a 31-2
record and an eighth place finish at the
national junior college tournament
while averaging 21.0 points per game
and hitting 41.4 percent from three-
point range.

“Terrell is an extremely hard worker
and is very competitive,” said
Robinson. "I don’t know if there is any-
one on this team who is more competi-
tive than that young man.”

Another backcourt newcomasr,
point guard Delvon Arrington from St
Anthaony’s High School in Jerssy City.
NJ, will sit out his first season at FSU in
accordance to NCAA regulations. He
will praciice with the leam, however.

“Adrian Crawford, a 6-5-guard who
is the son of assistant coach Coleman
Crawford, transferred into the program
over the summer from Tulsa. He was
named to the Western Athletic
Conference’s All-Rookie team last year,
but will sit out the 1997-98 season.

Three frontcourt newcomers -
sophomare transfer Oliver Simmans,
redshirt freshman Ronald Thompson
and true freshman Karim Shabazz - are
expected io coniribuie along the froni-
line in their first year at FSU.

Simmans, a 6-8 forward,
transferred into the Seminole program
from Kentucky last January and will be
eligible to play at Florida State at the
end of the fall semester. Thompson at
6-7. sat out last season as a redshirt
and will be in the mix for playing time
at small forward. Shabazz is a highly
acclaimed 7-2 center who prepped at
Lawrence Woodmere Academy on
Long Island, NY. Shabazz was regard-
ed as one of the nation’s top 10 cen-
ters and top 50 players a year ago.

Florida State’s 1997-98 schedule
should be its most challenging in
years. Along with the always tough
ACC slate. which opens at home with
1997 Final Four participant Norih
Carolina on Decamber 20, the

eminoles will host defending national
champion Arizona on December 23.
Minnesota, another Final Four team
from a year ago. is a possible second
round opponent in the Preseason NIT.
That means FSU could play three of
last year's Final Four teams prior to
January.

“Our schedule is tough, but that is
the way | like it,” said Robinson. “The
ACC is the No. 1 league in coll
basketball. Teams that sxscut
league are the teams that

(execution) is what we

Il strive for.

Senior LaMarr
Greer e

ur schedule
is tough, but

that is the way

Like it,” said

Robinson. “The ACCis the
No. 1 league in college bas-
ketball. Teams that execute
in the league are the teams
that win. That (execution)
is what we will strive for.”

: Sophomore
Devonaire Deas
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