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It was a wild roller-coaster of a year
that ended with a memorable finish.
Along the way, the Seminoles sent top-
ranked teams home on the short end of the
score, stubbed their toes a few times, then
their breath and charged all the
way to the NIT championship game.

he siatement was made in Florida Siaie’s Madison Square
Garden locker room afier ihe Seminoles capped a wild
season with a lough, 82-73 loss to Michigan in the cham-
pionship gams of the National Invitetional Tournament.
Said FSU's Kerry Thompson, “Florida State basketball
is back.”
The Seminoles fought through injuries and adversity
but stuck together and finished the year on a high note
with a stirring postseason run to the NIT Final Four. A 20-
12 record and an NI runner-up finish was the reward for Florida State’s
persenverance.

Despite returning all five starters and iis top six players from the previous
season, Florida Staie began the 1996-97 campaign with guarded optimism. A
nevicomer, either junior college transfer Thompson or freshman Devonaire
Deas, necded to step in and be the Tribe's starting point guard after LaMarr
Greer, the siarier at the point the previous iwo seasons, was moved to the wing.
Corey Louis needed to return to his freshman All-ACC form after an inconsistent
sophemore year. Gresr nesded to learn to play away from the ball for the first
iime in his career. And somebody neaded (o {ake some of the scoring burden
ofi of James Collins, FSU's only double figure scorerin 1995-26.

It took some time and some belief in itself, but most of the questions had
positive answers and the 1996-97 Florida State season will be looked back
upoi py Seminole fans as a year in which the program re-established iiself.

The highlights included: a school-record four wins against teams that
spent part of the year in the Associated Press Top 5; the emergence of Kerry
Thompson and Randsll Jackson as All-ACC caliber players; the all-around play
of James Collins; and, of course, the Seminoles’ first posiseason appearance in
four years.

The season opened with a pair of convincing wins at home in November.
FSU thumped Southwestern Louisiana 96-70 and Rice 79-54 in its first two
| -games behind the play of Louis. The Miami naiive let everyone know that he
was ready for a monsier year by averaging 22.0 points, 9.5 rebounds and 25
blocks inthose games.

But on the day of FSU's third game, a93-56 win over Hlorida Aliantic, a
disturbing trend for the season developed wiih Louis. He undenwent left knee
surgery to repair iom cariilage and missed the next four games. Louis missed
three more games late in the year with a planiar fascifis injury in his right foot
and was rarely at full sirength during the season.

At 3-0, Florida State headed into its first major challenge of the season - its
Atlantic Coast Conferance opsener at 10th ranked Duks, a team the Tribe had
yetto defeat away from home since joining the leagus. The Seminoles respond-
ed io the challenge, even without Louis, and were poised for an upsetand a
breakthrough into the national rankings.
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JaﬂU:ﬂf‘: Florida State had a 1"-;10: first | Garden party. Florida State was sent 1o
Dcﬂi lead; Wake Forest cut the lea West Virginia two days after their win ove
late first half run; and the game was close | Michigan State to take on the
through m: the second nﬂh The differ- h.uunnslr ers. Showing the poise of a > obviou!
that FSU was able to battle-tesied team, FSU overcame 10- yom statem
he sireich and paoint second half deficits on three ocea- G'Joa SfaLe
] -55 win. Thompson sions and rallied for a 76-71 road victory.
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(Overall Record: 20-12; Home 13 3; Away 5~7 Neutral2 2

;. Atlanuc Coast Conference 6-10)

—__Field Goals__ —__3-Point — FreeThrows —__Rebounds
Player GP-GS Min.-Avg. FGM-FGA FG Pct. FGM-FGA  FG Pcl. - FTM-FTA FT Pct. - OFF  DEF TOT-AVG
James Colling 3131 1081348 = 182307 458 75203 360 75112 670, 51 107 15851
Randell Jackson 3126 87928 4 135303 A6 7-18 389 85-109 595 80 114 19483
25-14 =103-219 498 0-0 000= o7-88 648 66 104 17068
32-29- — 103957 401 3188 352 4387 . 842 o= g1~ 108-34
LaMarr Greer 32-20° 870272 91213 407 38-105 862 49.80 613 41 83 124-33
Kirk Luchmen: = 3995 729228  Q07-188 516 =00 000 65-83 Z T 77 115 19260
Geofi Brower 293 -~ 445153 65-144 451 28-84 =ay - 2436 0BT = l1) 2 3642
28010 417-139° 47-110 427 9:38 =T = 27-40 i 26 =43 69-2.3
: 31-3 329-106 - 2876 388 ~620 300 1527 558 05 36 - 4314
Gentry Sparks £ 50 33-6.60° &4 =545 01 =000 02 000 1 4 510
Kyle Malligan 99 2730~ 38 ik 1=1 1.000 18 (74 0 3 303
Tommy Polley ="~ 1-0 =330 -1 000~ — 00 000 0-0 000 =30 i 000
FSU % 32 6450  866-1928 449 195-558 349 421-656 642 386 716 1208-377
Opponems == 32 6450 758-1896 400 172-538 320 448-687 652 475 715 1190-37.2
Team Rebounﬂs All Games{FSU 104, Opponents 132) Dead Ball Rebounds: All Games (FSU 148, Opponenls 130)
(Overali Record: 6- 10 Home 5-3; Away1 -7 Neuiralo 0) o :
_— Field Goals 3-Point FreeThrows Rebounds
Player GP-GS  Min.-Avg. FGM FGA  FGPct. FGM-FGA  FGPct.  FTM-FTA  FTPct OFF DEF TOT-AVG
James Coffins 16-16 - 570-356 = -85-208 409 34104 327 3348 - 888 28 =47 7348
Kery.Thompson -~ 16-16.. 516323 61:145 491 = 16-48 333 17-32 =531 18 41 5
Corey Louis 13-11 384205 50°114 439 00 ~.000 23-39 580 32 53
RandelliJackson 1512 ~#24983 54139 388 2.9 222 30-44 682 41 45
LaMarr Grear 16-8 420-263 - 4297 433 19:53 358 _17-32 - 531 =17 45
Kirk:Lucheman 16-10 334208 3574 473 - =00 .000 25-32 I8 =38 42
Geoff Brower 180 215134 2368 338 1044 227 14-20 700 - hise
RonHale 148 = 222158 19.59 : 922 6-26 231 16-25 840 13 19
DevonareDsas — 160 133-8.3 12.32 375 4= ~.364 -89 66T 5 9
Kyle'Mulligan - =20 2:110- 0-1 -000 80 000 00 = 000 =0 0
Gentry Sparks == 550 0-1 000 00 060 08 - 000 0 =1
o ~ 16 3225 381938 406 91-295 308 181-281 - 644 195 314 562-35.1
Opponents 16 3225 391-908 431 - B1-250 324 247-358 .G&B 228 371 598-37.4
Team Rebounds: Atlantic Coast Games (FSU 53, Oppnnenls 41) Dead Ball Rebounds Al!ant{c Coast Games (FSU 64 Opponents 61)
1996-97 Honors | Record Against A(
James Collins Kerry Thompson Clemson 541  Home
All-Atlantic Coast Conference Ali-Atlantic Coast Conference 4-2  Away
(Second Team) (Honorable Mention) 01 Neuiral
Basketball Times All-Am National Invitational Tournament Duke 2-4
(All-Tournament Team) 0-6
National Invitational Tournament Georgia Tech 42
(All-Tournamenit Team) 33
Atlantic Coast Conferance Player of the Waek : na
(Decamber 23) -| Maryland s
0-1
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PE-FD

prAVG

’96—’97 S'nms*ncs

AST  STL o=
a7 55 8 890 514166
18 23 52 7951 342:11.0
2 18 2 712 = 975110
184 71 98 84 280-8.8
7a 30 42 52D os0ga
15 oy, 24 095 253.8.1
27 13 35 420 18263
14 s 25 250 130-4.3
66 24 48 38-1 = f7-25
1 1 4 70 1224
0 0 4 70 809
0 0 o 00 0:00
492 280 433 601 2348-73.4
360 200 - 485 567  2136-66.8
AST  STL TO PFFD  PT-AVG
24 24 7- 37 450 237-14.8
B 2 Ssg g 15597
4 3 o e e 12395
=7 10 16 i =-40-0 140-93
2 20 & 23 a5 120-7.5
3 8 8 3 = o4 9559
14 6 ] B0 7044
8 3 3 14 240 60:43
23 S 18 20-5 TE
=0 0. 0 0 00 0-0.0
Q000 0 2 ) 000
207 113 214 318 1034-646
193 9% 208 261 1110-69.4_
oponents
North Carolina 2-4
2.4
02 Neutral
N.C. State 60 Home
24
1-1 tr
Virginia 24 Home
24 Away
Wake Forest 4-2  Home
24 Away
0-1 Neutral

10-Assist Games: ... .. Thompson — 2 (10 at Jacksonville; 10 vs. Norih Carolina)
Games as Leading Scorer: ... Collins — 18 (19vs. Florida Atlantic: 23 at Jacksonville; 24 vs,
Tennesses Stale: 24 vs! Florida; 16 vs. NG State; 23 vs.
Clemson, 22 vs. f\cnh Caroling; 13 at Wake Forest
atNorth Caroling; GeorgiaTech; 24 at r!
17 vs. Alzbama § at Clemson; 1Ba;i\
22 vs. Wake Fore:
Gonneciicut 20 v
Jackson—5 (17 at Duke 102 Ga:'ma Tech; 20 vs. Maryland:
20 at Syracuse; 16 vs. Michigan State)
Louis — 4 (22 vs. Southws n Louisiana; 22 vs. Rice; 15 vs.
Marist; 22vs By
Thompson -3 (15 vs. Virginia; 16 vs. Georgia Tech; 21'vs. Wake
Forest)
Greer— 2 (15 2t Virginia; 23 vs. Duke)
Luchman - 2 (17 &t Ssion Hall: 13 2t Wake Forest)
Brower — 1 (15 vs. Marist)
Games as Leading Rebounder: ... Jackson - 12 (11 vs. Ten 1 vs. NCState: 7vs.
Wﬁnéag 9vs rgia Tech; 7.vs.
Alzbama | Wake Forest; 11
9 at West Vrglr's
siern Louisiana; © vs Rice; Tivs
inia; 7 vs. Clemson; 10at G&O(g;a Tech;
North Carclina’ 10 at Vi irginia; /.vs. Georgia Tech; 7.
at Maryland; 10 vs. Dike: 8 vs. Wake Forest)
Luchman - 7 (11 vs. Florida Ailantic; 8 at Jacksonville; 14 vs.
Florida; 9 vs. Marist; 12 at Sefon Hall: 102t Wake Forest; 7
vs. Alabama Sizig)
Collins —3(8 at North Carolina; 5 at NC State; 8 vs. Wake
Foresi)
Greer - 1(10 at Duke)
Hale-1(5aNC S!ais)
Double Doubles:..........

Season Superlatives

20-Paint Games:; ... Callins — 11 (23 al Jacksonville; 24 vs. Tennessee Siate: 24 VS:

Florida; 23 vs. Clemson; 22 vs. North Carolina; 213 q‘
North Caroling; 24 at Maryland: 22 vs. Wake Forest
atWest Virginia; 23 vs. Conneclicus; 20 vs. Michi gnﬂ)

Louis —3 (33 vs. Southwesiem Louisiana: 22 vs. Rice; 22 vs.

Butler)

Jackson - 2 (20 vs. Maryiand; 20 ai Syracuss)

Thompson - 2 (21 vs. Waks Forest: 20 vs. Comnecticut)

Greer— 1 (23 vs. Duks)

10-Rebound Games: .. .. .. ... Jackson -5 (11 vs. Tennzsses Siatel 12 vs. Wake Forest, 112t

Syracuse; 11 vs. Michigan State; 12 vs. Connecticut)

Louis -5 (10 vs. Southwestern Louisiana; 10 al Georgia Tech,

11.al Sefon Hall; 10 at Virginia; 10 vs. Duke)
Luchman -5 (11 vs. Flarida Allantic: 14 vs. Florida; 12 at Seion
Hall; 10 at Wake Forest; 11'vs. Wake Forest)
Collins — 1 (10vs. Tennesszs State)
Greer - 1(10 at Dukg)

Luchman -4 (18 pis, 11 reb vs. Florida Atlantic; 15 pis. 1
vs. Florida; 17 pis; 12 reb at Setontall; 13
reb at Wake Forest)

Thompson -2 (10 pis, 10 ast at Jacksonville; 15 pis, 10astvs.

North Carolina)
Collins — 1 (24 pis, 10 reb vs. Tennesses Siale)




Opponent

Smm.&eslemLmvsmna
~ Rice
. Florida Atiantic —
Duke (OT)
Jacksonville

= 301 332
;i2.876

- Total éﬁendance.
Home Atlendance:

- Category = FIo_r_i&aSiai

9414
7.055

Avemge
Average

e = Dpponent

~ Neutral Attendance:

- FS'LI H'lgh Assists

Away Attendarice: ~ Average:

-~ Average:

Category Florida State

10554
5428 -

Opponent

Ponis st Hali— High- 50 at Jacksonvilie - Dke? s ~ HesIhows A
i low 20uVigne 13 Marist S = o INCSlats
PomsZndHalf- = - High 54we.RAUR :mr gnlaZ&UNCD FeeThows % - 1100021 Wake Forest
St o ow atlC S 2 o= e 428vs Tennessee Siale.
Toial Painis— == Tligh 108 at Jacksonville __gaNmthCarorgiaz = = Offensive Reboonds— High 26 at GA Tech'
: _ 443 e T s = = FawfolClemeon
FeldGodlsMade T 3mmcdo{na2 Defensive Rebounds High~ 40 vs:SWlousiana

3aENC Siate -

= : -1§1‘3C,§3_iﬂ_-'81.ﬂ9-9‘-3iﬂ = = Low 1S Wg ia’
Feld Goals Al - = —Fiigh — “7AUSLBW.Vigiia -~ TolalRebounds — - Hig
: ~Low 4GalClameon A0 ClBmEn 2 e
Fieid Goal % “High 632V 5Wlouisiana  or.4NCSieg AsSsls
- = low—=31:3at Wake Forest 29.7 SstonHalf. S aaro e Wake |
3pi Field Goals Made High. 142t Jacksonyi = A2Duke 2 Blocked Shots. High=11vs. N
e hiows Twefies o — i Maryiand 1 T Low—0ai Duke
— 3pLFieid Gols All. -~ High- 278l NG State 38 SWiznisiana Stgals. - = ioh- 19 vs. Rice & Butier
> —. . tow Ovs SWiousana b ; St ZatNGSae = 5o
£ Hég&x'-%ﬁSEaiJaaﬂson\-.n Jackson = Tumpiers' 23 at Seton Hall -
s= - Low - 83vs Fice y 143 Manviand 1 & avWake Forest
Free Thiows Made - High. 25 Syracise 25 Maylandl == PEIS{)» ti—,ris 28 2f Dike
- e Low. 4 ~,=;&Waxeﬁoras:2 9us Marst

~ s8Duke

: ﬁwaxeFates{i =

'11wtmm : e
NG Siie2, Wakeﬁmsi‘l 2

S NGQaEr TR
~ * New School Record

35 K&a’:y;ar:{i TWake Forest 3
S\fsrg At
=889 Comcf i

145w E_:>u'

25 Clemson2 =
ESthCamEnuE
AFAUE = =

UﬁfabamaSla?q =

;27 Rice & Ssion Hall-
“Oihreztmes
Z5Rice-

1997-98 FLORIDA,




FG-FGA

~ _ Rebounds____

14

TO BLK STL PF-DQ Half Final

~PCT. OFF DEF TOT AST
TsU a6 =600 12 -4 e e T e e ] 170° <50~ <%
Soittwestem Louisiana- 2574 = 6255 — 12 1452006 DECizamge— 1 1307 =36 70
FSU 2754 615 10 24 34 1716 3 190 210 43 79
Rice 1952 e Suls e ks 9 o7 8 9 i 2 54
FSU ~3a70 SOB8— 8% 0B D 20710 B=— 10 230 30— . 93
Florida Atlantic = 19.50° 552 49 =96 A5 AT n 5 i 180 28 56
EsU 2381 852 17 21 38 100 21 (1] 10 28-2 28] - 01/66
Dike 2166 750 24 24 48 DS 220 7 181 22 o172
FSU. 3363 [ e e e K e | S ToA 59 108
Jacksqn*ﬂe‘,_— 2758 LirED '.,_191 33: == 7 210. 45 B4
1257 14 38 52 7 18 & 8 160 47 100
26.72 3 18 27 g 15 3 g 180 23 62 -
370 186 28 44 4= 135 c=5 i 170 37 73
2480 : 1i 2% 37 2 19 fE=ms 170538 &
2754 =71 12 30 42 i 15 1l 14 8.9 40 76
20-66 400 18 e 37 8 20 4 3 . o0 13 48
363 59— M= 19 1 5 T4 & 19 181 A7 87
2454 £33 fRE 3 323 4 Bz Do K3ed £3
2754 8000 10 25 £ 16 18 3 8 180 38 71
o 1856 TV aRE 8 B 17 i 11 17-1 bl 51
2158 22 = =il 28 i3 a ISk 120 S350 61
2857 233 5 24 23 18 _oiboek 3 161 o= 31 64
26-52 58542 3 31 B 5 5 2241 27 70
2862 Tam) il & 35 Hsnip e ] 220 a3 76
24-67 ~500-— 2 PR =T I o U e (v 32 58
21-51 800 1 o 32— =y -2 =130 32 71
2873 6o 21 34 55 17 23 5 2 202 35 67
1952 545 {4 30 44 10 27 (R et 24 56
33-66 667 17— % 20 8 FerSely 130 = 46 B4
2285 A4 750 = 17 20 74 35 18l 71
FSU 2064 213 724 292 fi-11 1000 16 24 40 7 & 1 5 243 28 58
Vizke Forest 2040 408 320 150 1830 600 12 28 40 11 8 i 3 99 28 61
FSU == 2460 400 6-13 462 2031 845 17 9643 e~ 5 10 2% g 74
Meryiand = 22:58 319 = 17 943 2535 714 16 20 3% 3 3 Aol =01 30 70
FSU 2366 348 314 214 11-17° b4z 18 15 33 9 13 3 T Lo 20 &0
Virginia 2354 €15 400 21:3i o - 18 28 46 8 18 8 3 19-0 %8 73
-~ F8U : 2485 625 240 214 571 10 24 34 S L T 170 =31 62
Norin Carolina: 3766 5-10 ~500 11519 579 ] 32 4 BSoigese e g 1507 43 5]
FSU 2455 717 12 218 00 16 12 35 GPalp 7 & - 200 3 g4
GeorgiaTech 2383 813 1021 4. % @ g ain o) 5 7 17-0 22 &2
- F3U 2i-59 625 913 &2 12 10 =ERiEEE s gy <6 232 27 57
Maryland 2455 124 2433 =1 A7 0T 45 - 14 5 £ 170 33 73
=l 27:60 7-19 1827 &7 15 25 2} 17214 3 i EY) 43 79
Duks 2281 12:24 192 & 23 34 13- 10 2 8 231 52 89
Fsu 37.62 1613 1014 714 ] 23 3= 2310 0 <12 114 45+ o
Alabama Sizie 1852 512 7-14=— 500 g 175 6 15 0255 130 23 49
FSU 2445 7-18 12-18 650 7 18 25 di==ani 2 7 210 27 (177
Clemson 1940 514 2229 759 & 05 =0 12 7l D 3 171 % &5
FSU 1751 T 38 50011 17 23511 <40 1 2 120 21 a4
N.C. Stale - 27-47 439 14 B3 =5 24 s g5 1 i 49 31 67
s 2354 512 814 571 11 27 38 iz o 5 5 120 31 59~
Waka Forest 22.58 725 49 A4 12 i AN Pty 2 1 150 28 55
F5U 22.58 13125 W15 Bhr 1 9573 13 -9 3 [ 222 28 . b5
WWake Forest 20-43 4:21 22-35 629 11 25 36 10 12- 4 1= 1o 5 e |
] 2855 547 2531 806 14 31 a5 5. 16 2 e B 30 82
2488 418 1523 517 21 17 38 1410 1 il 18:0 24 67 :
~o2.47 616 1823 ik 8 25 32 1224 -4 7 16D 38 68
22.57 515 1421 B67- 12 21 B B9 D ey 221 - 33
2760 520 17127 630 4 25 33 e Ll 5 ) 150 3% 76
2724 513 1216 700 23 24 4 17 13 il 7 190 30 7
2= 36 3 1225 1326 =500 -2 28 = 5% I5=2g 7 8= 130 33— Orf
2570 357 AT B9~ 883 48— 27 545 13015 N1 221 32 1i0T65
- 2382 24 820 1926 g3l 15 23 14 " i3 i 8 201 31 73
2885 433 14 2332 713 28 13 A7 3 3 210 41 82
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= (12/17/96)

i5 Rica (1 1/28/26)
Devonaire Deas =
13 poinls vs. Tennessee Slale (12/17/20)
Bi%‘)

10 rebou ,ds ;1 Du«z HZF@h)
9 assisis v
Sou

i Wxgar State (12?261‘93)
6 steais ihree times =

Same
Same s S

1s 21 Tulane {12/5/05).

- 4gieals iwo timas

175 43 2-10 43
30 21 29 72
1 < B I 92
a1 S0 NP 83
- 20 = e = e 123
22 85 o
4= =00 = B4
151 = --83 188 E
50 1 e
154 31 23> 5
1 00 0P 117 22
11 = y 29 =) 187 43
5 aiGemgalecn i T 1710 23
116 - aiSewnHal 107 1211 1712
1122 Nodh Caina a5 158 75
125 - atiiake Focest —53 44 1340-
173 74 47 15
i z it 1310 3t
28 1 126 &6
i 7 A
; 73
23
z 137
o 165
5 a 24
[1%3] 511
&5 &
%5 137
73 115 E
47 463
23 04
= 12 83 54-
1B - 514 T 289 13 U2 275 25
3% 138 43 124 63 194 170 192 108 -
Season Career Season Career
Geoff Brower Ron Hale
“17°:poinis ve, - 17 points two fir - - - FustYear
“Southweslern Louisiana (11/22/86) 17 points four times 9 rebounds 25500 S‘Iaée (12!!7%}- =
S-rebotnds wo i 5.rebounds thres times 2 assisis four
3 assisis vs. North Camolina {1}22197) 5 assisic vs. Georgia Tech (2/2826) 2 sleals-atJacksonville (iztiﬁ.}i'i)
=2 sleals at Wake Fofest (1/25/97) 2 sieals four times Randell Jackson
James Collins 20 points two times
29 points vs. Connecticut {3120 f97) - 29.poinis wo times 12 el is vs. Wake Forest (3/1/97)
101 &hlocked s 5. Marist (12/26/96)

3sieals 21 Duke (12/5/08)

Corey Louis

22 points three times

11 rebouinds at Selon Hall (1/18/97)
4 blocked shotsvs.

horih Carolina (1/22/97)

~4 sieals vs. Ricg 11/,

Kirk Luchman

tanfic'{12/2/3G)
Qh locked shot3 four
Jsiealstwo times.  —
Kerry Thompson
21 poin{s vs. Wake Fc'es. (3/1/87)

T s:ea‘s VS, BL?HHJS@‘%}

9b
4

“First Year

3 sieals bwo fimes

26
15 rebour

at Morih Carolina {1/25/95)
s 21 UNE Greensboro (2/1/25)

ed shois vs_Maryland (1/10/35)
hwo times®

i8 pc nis. ii!!E\: times
Same =

3 blocked shals two imes
4 sleals o times. :
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Game

"LORIDA TLANTIC

Florida State opened ifs 1996-97 campaign by dominating all faceis of
thegameina QG—IU victory over Southwestern Louisiana. The win was FSU
coach Pat Kennedy's 10th in 11 season opaners as the Seminoles’
mentor. Florida State shot 63.2 percant from the floor and placed five play-

ers in double figures. Corey Louis led tha Seminoles with 22 peints and 10
f:vbuursds. Randell Jackson chipped in with 18 points and LaMarr Greer

th 16 poinis, ssven rebounds and nine assisis. Geoff Brower tie
acareer- th 17 points. FSU outrebounded the Ragin’ Cajuns 52-26
and held UoL to 33.8 percent shooting from the field.
FSU a6 gamﬂ 21
ro ovember 22, 1936
Southwestern Louisiana 70 - o1}
Fsu FG FT SWiousEng® FG T
Nemg MP A MA REB PFATOBS S TP Name HP WA WA REB PFATOESS‘ZP
o), WEBETT 2 340
T £ 3 i =1
i =3
) 3.0
& 3
2 01
i 00
0 2

5

Mov. 29

and nine rebounds as ihe Seminoles f&CO'dC‘S their se cnu" cio-
e season with a 79-54 victory over Rice. The Tribz continued their
3‘&""r defensive play, holding the Owls io 35.2 percent shooting and forcing
27 turnovers. The 54-point effor was the lowest outpui by an opponent
since Dec. 16, 1995 when Florida was held to 52 points. Senior James
Collins, in his first game of the season, added 16 points and LaMarr Grear
added 11 off the banch.

FSU 79 Game 2 .
H Hovember 29, 1996
Rice . 54 Tallahassee, Florida
F3Y R FT o4 Hice: RG

FT
MPMA WA REB Mame URMA-MA REB PFFATOBSS TP

2z
o

G e b | 5

[Eg SO

el
|
]

Tetals 20 T4 1AW 10NN WS
3Point Fizld Goals
FEU:

sl 5 0% 0w
Fie: 2 u s
Afizndancs: 753

Kirk Luchman equaled a career-high with 18 points and esiablished a
career-best with 11 rebounds fo lead Flarida State to a 93-56 win over
Florida Atlantic in‘the Leon County Civic Center. The viciory was FSU's third
siraight 1o siari the season and came "-nh the Seminoles leading scorer,
junior forward Co ¢y Louis, on the bench. Louis undenweni arthrascopic
surgery on hi knee earlier in the ﬂa}’ Florida State held the Owls to just
32.2 percent shooting from the floor and forced 25 turnovers. The game
marked the third siraight time FSU held its opponents 1o less than 35 per-
cent field goal shooting. Jamas Callins led the Seminoles with 19 points
while Geoff Brower added 11.

FSU : 93 oy
Florida Atlantic 56 bl |

FsU FG | FT Flocds Atenie 76 FT
Kamz UPM-A MA REE PFATOBS S TP Fams MP -5 M-A REB PF A TOBS 5 TP

Toials MWERWT R A0 N B
3-Puint Fickd
F5U;

Mm

Deg, 5

Carmen Wallace scored four points, blocked a shot and took a charge
in gveriime to push No. 10 Duke to a 72-86 win over Florida State in
Cameron Indoor Stadium in the ACC opaner for both teams. FSU was in
conirgl for most of the game and led by as many as 10 points (42-32) in the
second half before the Blue Davils went on a 16-5 run to tak r first lead
with 11:13 remaining at 48-47. The game see-sawed back and forth for the

est of regulation. The Seminoles had & chance fo win the game on the final
Dussession of regulation. Randsll Jackson missed a short baseline jumper
with five seconds to go but LaMarr Greer coralled the rebound. Grear's 12-
footer as tha buzzer sounded bounced off the front and back of the rim but
did not fall, forcing overtime. Duke outscored Florida State 9-3in the extra
session fo win. Jackson scored 17 points to lead FSU while Jamas Colling
added 13.
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Game

JACKSONVILLE

Frorma "

Jacksonville native James Callins scored 23 points in his homecom-
ing and Florida State set a school record by connecling on 14 three-point
shots as the Seminoles rolled to 2 108-84 victory at Jacksonville. FSU
shot 61.9 percent from the floor, 63.6 percent from three-point range and
placed seven players in double figures. Ron Hale (17). Kirk Luchman
(15), Geoff Brower (12), Randell Jackson (12), LaMarr Greer (11) and
Kerry Thompson (10) were Florida State’s other double figure scorers.
Thompson added 10 assists and five steals. Collins hit five three-poiniers
while Brower canned four. FSU's 108 points scored was its most since Mt
St. Mary’s 108-81 on Dec. 22, 1993.
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Game Dec. 17

Florida State scored the first 11 points of the second half, erasing a
ong-point deficit at intermission, on its way to a 79-65 victory over Florida
in the Milk Challenge at the Orlando Arena. James Collins led FSU with a
game-high 24 points. Kirk Luchman added 15 points and pulled down a
career-best 14 rebounds. Randell Jackson, who scored six points during
the Seminoles’ opening run in the second half, added 14 points. Florida
Siate limited the Gators to 40.0 percent (24-0f-60) shooting from the field
and forced 19 turnovers. The win was FSU's third in four Milk Challenge
mzetings with Florida. Corey Louis returned to the Seminole lineup after
missing the previous four games due to knee surgery. He scored six
points and grabbed four rebounds in 12 minutes of action.
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"TENNESSEE STATE

Horida State shot 62.7 percent from tt d and placed five players
in double figures in a 100-62 rout of Tennessee Siate. It marked the first
time that FSU had broken the 100-point plateau in consecutive games
since the 1989-20 season. James Collins led the Semingles with 24 points
and a carssr-high 10 rebounds. Randell Jackson added 16 poinis and a
career-best 11 rebounds, Kirk Luchman (16), Geoff Brower (13) and
Devonaire Deas (13) also scored in double figures for Florida State. FSU
outrebounded the Tigers 52-27 and held Tennessee State to 36.1 percent
shooting.
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Dec. 28

FSU scored the first eight points of the game and held Marist to 13
first half points on the way {0 a 76-48 victory over the Red Foxes. Geoff
Brower and Corey Louis each came off the bench o score a game-high
da State. The Seminoles led 40-13 at intermission
as Marist shot just 21.4 percent from the floor and made only six figld
goals. Marist’s 13 first half points tied a Civic Center record for fewest
points in a half by an FSU opponent.
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Game Jan. 8

'VIRGINIA

Corey Louis came off the bench to score 22 poinis and grab seve

rebounds as Florida State won its fifth con Isecy tive game, an 87-68

pounding of Butler. Kerry Thompson added 15 points, six assists and
ssven steals. FSU recorded 19 steals and forced the Bulldogs into 23
turnovers. Thompson scored ning points as the Seminoles opened the
game with a 15-4 run. Florida State led 47-34 at the intermission and by
as many as 22 poinis in the second half. Randell Jackson contributed a
career-high tying 17 poinis and James Collins chipped in with 13 for FSU.
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Jan. 4

NCSTATE ™

ff Brower scored 15 p
s defense fo win its fir

e bench and F ondas‘ate used a

g and forced 17 turnovers. Bf -.-'\,r hit 6-0f-8 shots as FSUQ
as outscored NC Siate's bench 24-5. After falling behind 18-9 in ihe
minutes, Forida State used a 29-11 run fo hold a 38-29 lead at
lission. James Collins scored & game-high 16 poinis while Randell
Moduu 12 for the Seminoles, who led by as many as 25 points in

FSU 71 Game 10
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Tallahassee, Florida
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Virginia’s C"er_ﬂ@',f xander scored 26 points and Florida State man-
aged just one field goal in the game’s final six minutes as the Cavaliers
defeated the Seminoles 64-61. LalMarr Grear missad a i nree-pointer that
would have lied the game with 20 seconds {o play and Florida State could
not get ancther shot attempt off in a wild final few seconds. Despite
Alexander's 16 first half peints, FSU led 35-31 at intermission. Greer con-
veried a thres-point play with 6:07 to go to gwc the Tribe a 56-54 advan-
tage bul Virginia outscored Florida State 10-5 the rest of the way. Karry
Thompson led four FSU players in double figures with 15 points. Greer
added 12 and James Collins and Corey Louis each scored 11.
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Jan. 11

CLEdsoy ™

SETON AT

Greg Buckner scored 21 poinis and Clemson used a 20-9 run mid-
way ihrough the second half to take control on the way to a 76-70 win
over Florida State. The loss was FSU's second straight. The fifth-ranked
Tigers connecled on 17-0i-22 free throw atiempts and forced 17
Seminole turnovers. Florida State hit just 12-0f-22 from the line. James
Collins led FSU with 23 paints. Corey Louis added 18 points and seven
rebounds.
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January 11, 1997
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Game Jan. 15

"GEORGIA TECH

Georgia Tech used a 21-5 run midway through the second half to
take command on the way o a 71-58 win over Florida State. FSU led 43-
37 with 14 minutes remaining before the Yellow Jackets went on their
momentum-swinging run to open a 10-point lead. Matt Harpring led Tech
with 20 points and Michael Maddox added 19 and 10 rebounds. Corey
Louis had a double-double for the Seminoles with 17 points and 10
rebounds. Randell Jackson led Florida Staie with 19 points. The Tribe
shot just 35.8 parcent from the figld.

FSU 58 S'““ 131 199
. anuary 15, 1997
Georgia Tech 7 Atlanta, Georgia
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Kirk Luchman celebrated the return to his home state with a double-
double, scoring 17 points and collecting 12 rebounds. to lead Florida
State to a 67-56 win over Sston Hall. The victory snapped a three-game
FSU losing sireak. The Seminales took a 10-point lead (34-24) into the
locker room at haiftime despite shooting 28.6 percent from the field in the
opening 20 minuies. Florida State shot a season-low 35.6 percent from
the floor for the game but held ihe Piraies to 29.7 percent shooting. FSU
forced 27 Seton Hall furnovers, including 11 by freshman point guard
Shaheen Holloway. James Collins had 15 points and Corey Louis added
12 and 11 rebounds for the Seminoles. Freshman Ron Hale, making his
first start as a collegian, scored 10 points and grabbed seven rebounds.
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Game Jan. 22

'NORTH CAROLINA

James Collins led a balanced Seminole scoring attack as FSU picked
up a key ACC win over No. 19 North Carolina 84-71. Callins scored 22
while Kerry Thompson and Corey Louis added 15 apiece as FSU irailed
only twice in ihe game (2-0 and 4-2). UNC pulled to within two points after
a Vince Carter tip-in (71-69) with 3:41 remaining, but FSU closed the
game with a 13-2 run. The Tribe shot 50 percent from the field and
Thompson dished out 10 assists with no turnovers. Shammond Williams
scored 25 o lead the Tar Heels.
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Cm’s Siap' es scored Jl 20 of his

1erican Tim Duncan scored 22 poinis. grabbed 10 boards,

ne shots and had six assists to lead No. 4 Wake Forest io a 61-
of upset-minded Florida State. The Seminoles had two chances 4
to tie the game in tha final five seconds. but LaMarr Greer fell short on a advaniage e w0l
10-ft. baseline jumper and was off the mark on a hali-court desperation poinis and 10 rebounds for FSU, unﬂn éco a10-3 Scmmu.e fun v
| shot. Kirk Luchman came off the bench with a double-double (13 points, points 1o give the Tribs 2 43-40 lead 9:30 remaining. Bm St
| 10 rebounds) and James Collins confributed 13 points and seven boards scored eight more in a 12-3 UVa run
| tolead the "Noles. Freshman Laren Woods pulled down 11 rebounds and good. Harold Deane als s0 sc red 20, 1
added 13 points and Tony Ruiland, who did not start dus to d ary LaMarr Greer led Florid
reasons. chipped in 10 for the Demon Deacons. I
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Jan. 29

ﬁi‘,‘,* ACC victory in
aining pui FSU

y hin three poinis
r before ﬂ::.(] ca..cn Gary Williams

| ESU T4 Game 17
Januzry 20, 1997
Maryland 70 Tallahassee, Flarida
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Game

'NORTH CAROLINA

Game

GEORGIA ECH

Ed
ists
da St
U L
CO
1

o
W,

=
:.‘

=0 o (h (¥}

1mo

lo m Mo MW
-El “’
P -3

aie Al 1

ng Vv

came off the banch fo score 14 poinis and dish out 10
h just one turnover o le
13 Tar Heel players scorad in the game as UNC handed
its worst loss of the season. The 28-paint margin of defeat was the
nd largast for the Semingles in an ACC Game. North Carolina shot
percent, a season hi

ad North Carolina to a 90-62 rout of

for an FSU opponent, and was led by

Nilliams 18 points. James Collins le
-high 21 points. The Seminoles shot just 36.9 percent from the floor.

orida State with a
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Game 18
February 6, 1997
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
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Freshman Ron Hale
r 2 witha ¢

weg Maryiand 2

arry Tr*ﬂrrpso hit a2 13-foot jumper '[forn t'r-
remaining to lift Florida State to
'Jrrpso s:ﬂ _!Cl FSU csc “v.m ms wi nmc' ’os:

inutes by con‘.rer‘mg a four p Dlay then hmsng
knot the sccre aa 62 with 23 seconds left. Thompson scored a cason-
& team-high honors with James Collins. Harpring
h 19 points. Florida State hit 43.6 percent from the
ts second game above 40 percent in the last eight.
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Feb. 13

Maryland used a suffocating defense to force 19 Seminole urnovers
and outrebounded FSU 47-31 to pick up an important ACC home vic
Keith Booth (17 points, 11 rebounds) and ODm a E zie (1.: pol
rebounds) led the way for the Terrapins with j
James Collins scored 24 points for the Irmr W ﬂi[c snvo.mg 9-0* 16 from
the field and 4-of-7 from three-point land. Randell Jackson sat o
contes
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Feb. 15

Feb. 23

CLEMSON

Duke’s Trajan Langdon sparked a Blue Devil three-point barags in an
89-79 win over Florida State in the Leon County Civic Center. Langdon
scored 24 points and hit 5-0f-7 from long range as Duke hit 12 three-
pointers in the game, including 10 in the first half. Roshown MclLeod
scored 14 points in the first half and Langdon had 13 as ihe Blue Deviis
led 52-43 al intermission. FSU trailed 45-42 with 3:30 remaining in the first
half but Duke ran off a 23-6 spurt {0 open 3 68-48 lead with 12 minutes io
go. LaMarr Greer led the Seminoles with a career-high 23 poinis and four
three-pointers. Kerry Thompson added a career-best matching 16 points
and nine assists.
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Feb. 19

Six Florida State players scored in double figures as the Seminoles
cruised to a 94-49 victory over Alabama State at homs, securing a perfect
10-0 non-conierence record for FSU on the season. FSU shot 59.7 percent
from the field while holding the Hornets to 34.6 percent. Florida Siate
jumped out {o a 45-23 halitime lead and rolled the rest of the way. James
Collins led the Seminoles with 17 points. Randell Jackson (15), Kirk
Luchman (13). Geoff Brower (12). Kerry Thompson (11) and LaMarr Greer
(10) joined Coliins in double figures.

FSU —~— Game 23
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Kerry Thompson hit a running 15-foot bank shot as time expired to
give Florida State a 67-65 win at No. 8 Clemson. Thompson missed &
three-pointer from the top of the key with three seconds remaining, but
rebounded the miss and put in the game winner. FSU shot an ACC sea-
son-high 52.2 percent from the field. The Seminoles led 64-59 with 55
seconds remaining but the Tigers tied the game at 65 on a pair of Harold
Jamison free throws with 16 seconds remaining. James Collins led FSU
with 17 points. Kirk Luchman added 16 and Thompson finished with 15.
The win was FSU's first ACC road viciory of the year and its first on the
road over an AP Top 10 team since 12/15/91 at No. 5 UNC.
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N.C. Siate used a four-guard lineup and a suffocating defense o
nand Florida State a 67-44 loss on the road. The defeat damaged FSU's
NCAA Tournament hopes. The Wolfpack shot 57.4 percent from the fisld,
a season-high for a Florida Staie opponent, and limited the Seminoles to
33.3 percent shooting. FSU led 16-14 with eight minutes remaining in the
first half but the Wolfpack went on a 27-7 run over the next 17 minutes to
take control. C.C. Harrison scored a career-high 28 poinis to lead the
Wolipack, who placed four players in double figures. James Collins was
Florida State's lone double figure scorer and finished with 16 points.
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'WAKE FOREST

Junior Kerry Thompson and sophomore Randell Jackson stole the
spotlight on senior day, leading Florida State to a 53-55 upset of No. 5
Wake Forest. Thompson scored a game and career-high 21 paints while
Jackson added 16 and a career-high 12 rebounds fo pace FSU. The
Seminoles limited the Demon Deacons to 37.9 percent shooting and held
a 38-37 advantage on the glass. Thompseon scored seven points and
Jackson six as Florida State jumped out fo a 21-8 lead. Wake Forest nar-
rowed the deficit to 31-28 at intermission behind Tim Duncan’s 12 first
haif points. Tony Rulland's three-painter gave the Demaon Deacons a 45-
42 [ead but Thompson's layup gave FSU the lead for good. 46-45, at ihe
5:28 mark. The victory was the Seminoles’ fourth over an AP Top 10 team
this year.
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Tim Duncan scored 31 points and grabbed 13 rebounds as eighih-
ranked Wake Forest escaped with a 66-65 ACC quarterfinal win over
Florida State. The Demon Deacon win avenged a four-point loss to FSU six
days earlier and was the Seminoles sixih straight ACC Tournament defeat.
Duncan controlled the play inside and forced Florida State’s frio of post
players (Randell Jackson, Kirk Luchman and Corey Louis) to commit 14
fouls. Duncan attempted an ACC tournament record 23 iree throws and
made 13. FSU irailed by 12 (58-46) with six minutes remaining, but a 13-5
run cut the deficit to 63-59 with a minuie to play. James Collins, who led
the Seminoles with 22 points, and Geoff Brower both missed open three-
pointers that could have cut the margin to one. Wake Forest seale
win with three free ihrows in the final 30 seconds.

Game 27
March 7, 1997
Greensboro, North Carolina
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an cH Jackson maiche areer-high with 20 points and LaMarr
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beat Sysacuss 82-67 in the firsi round of
o

litle game a year ago,

Jor ‘-.mal_ FSU finished at a 4/ .3 percent
@fes who Ed "*O 24 at the break, took command early in
alf as Jackson scored 11 points during a 21-9 run that put
12:49 left. Corey Louis’ dunk at the 7:43 mark gave
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3 State r biggest Iead of the game at 64-42. James Colling
red 14 points and Kirk Luchman had 13 in FSU's first posiseason
appearance in four years.
82 Game 28
67 March 12, 1997
Syracuse, New York

FT
FEB PFATOBS § TP

52 &2
a3 &

Senior guard James Collins scored 24 points to move into third place
on the Florida State all-time scoring list and lead the Seminoles to a 76-71
win at West Virginia in the third round of the National Invitational
Tournament. Randell Jackson added 19 points and nine rebounds for
FSU, which moved into the Tournament’s Final Four to be held in Madison
Square Garden in New York City. Florida State trailed by as many as 10
points in the second half (49-39) and was down 53-44 with 14:10 to play.
LaMarr Greer, who scored 10 poinis, capped a 21-10 run with a three-
pointer that gave the Seminales a 65-64 lead with 4:06 to play that they
would not relinguish. Florida State iced the win by hitting 7-0f-11 from the
free throw line in the final 3:30. FSU shot 45 parcent from the floor and
held the Mountaineers to 36.5 percent. Corey Louis added 14 points and
seven rebounds for the Seminoles.
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Randell Jackson scored 16 points as Florida State rallied past
Michigan State, 68-63, in second round action of the NIT Tournament. FSU
advanced to the quarteriinals of the NIT for the first time in school histery
after defeating the Spartans in the first meeting between the two schools.
Two Kzrry Thompson free throws gave the Ssminoles their largest lead at
60-51, but M\cnlu—«n State reeled off cight straight poinis to come within
60- :39 with 1:42 to play. LaMarr Greer responded with & three-pointer and
dd a‘ afree unro.-.f 1o push the FSU lead to 64-59. Florida State shot 46.8
t from the field (22-0f-47) while Thompson coniribuied seven
and Jackson pulled down 11 rebounds.

Game 29
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Ta.llahassee, Florida
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Game

'MICHIGAN

James Collins malched his career-high with 29 points and Kerry
Thompson, who hit a three-pointer with 3.9 seconds remaining fo force
overtime, added 20 to push Florida Stale o a 71-65 victory over
Connecticut in the NIT semifinals in Madison Square Garden. FSU rallied
irom a five-point deficit with 2 minute to play in regulation to force the exira
session. Randell Jackson hit two free throws to cut the margin o three with
47 seconds to play. After the Huskies failed to score on their next posses-
sion, Thompson buried his three-pointer from the top of the key to fie the
game. In overtime, Richard Hamitton gave UCaonn a 61-59 lead with 4:37
1o go. But a Collins thres-pointer, his eighth of the game, gave the
Seminoles the lead for good at 62-61 at the 4:06 mark. Collins and
Thompson combined to score eight of FSU's 12 points in overtime. Collins
hit 10-0f-16 from the field and B-of-12 from three-point range while pulling
down nine rebounds. His eight treys were the second most in scheol histo-
ry. Florida State hit 12-0f-25 from long range in the game. Thompson
addead nine assists and Jackson chipped in with eight points and 12
rebounds. The win gave FSU 20 wins for the first time since the 1992-93
season and marked head coach Pat Kennedy's fifth 20-victory season in
his 11 years at Florida State.

FSU Game 31

& March 25, 1997
Connecticut Hew York City, New York
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Robert Traylor scored 26 points and pulled down 13 rebounds as
Michigan held off a dramatic second-half Florida State rally to 1ake the NIT
crown with an 82-73 win over the Seminoles in the championship game at
Madison Square Garden. The Wolverines dominated inside as they ouire-
bounded FSU 47-28 and grabbed 28 offensive rebounds. Michigan led
41-31 at intermission and scored the first eight points of the second half to
open up an 18-point margin with 16:30 remaining. But LaMarr Greer keyed
a 23-8 Florida State spurt over tha next six minutes by scoring 10 of his 15
points to cut the Michigan lead to 57-54. The Seminoles got within two
points at 68-66 with 4:46 to play but James Collins missed a pair of free
throws that could have tied the game. The Walverines then went on a 10-2
run to seal the game. Collins led Florida State with 20 points while Kerry
Thompson added 14 points, seven rebounds and six assists. Collins and
Thompson were both selected to the All-NIT Tournament team.
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