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The 1998-99\Florida State Seminole
asketball Media Guide

[ lorida State head coach Steve Robinson
will continue o pul his siamp on the
Seminole basketball program in the

second season of his lenure in Tallahassee. FSU
will allempl lo add lo [he foundation. thal
Robinson pul in place a year ago when the
Semineles made a Irip to the NCAA Tournament.
Robinson will have some solid pieces Lo build
aromndiineluding senior Terrell Baker, junior Ron
Hale and soplionore Karim Shabazz.
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Medi

The Florida State University 1998-99
Basketball Media Guide has been designed for
use by the news media and Seminole fans.
Additional information, including press releases.
photography, video footage and clips is available
upon request for the media. Any guestions not
covered in this publication can be directed to
the Florida State Sports Information Office.
Credentials

All requesis for credentials — working
press, radio, television, photographer and scout-
ing - must be made in writing on company let-
terhead to Florida State Basketball SID Chris
Walker. FSU follows guidelines sei forth by the
NCAA and Ailantic Coast Conference in govern-
ing the issuance of credentials. Requess for
season credentials should arrive no later than
November 6. Requests for single-game creden-
tials should arrive no later than one week prior
to the day of the game. Requests will be evaluat-
ed and credentials will be issued according to
the following criteria:

1. Local metropolitan press; wire services:
nalional publications: metropolitan press from
the opponents areas; student newspapers.

2. Other daily newspapers.

. Radio and television personnel not broadeast-

ing the game live.

4. Non-daily newspapers (if space is available).

3. Professional scouts.

Media Services

Weekly Interview Day - The Florida State
Sports Information Office will establish a weekly
interview day throughout the 1998-99 season to
assist in your coverage of Seminole basketball.
The interview day, generallv on Thursdays, will
be held in the Moore Athletic Center and will
provide the opportunity to speak with FSU head
coach Steve Robinson and one or two players.
Media requests for specific players to be avail-
able at the session should be made to Basketball
SID Chris Walker.

Coach Robinson Interviews — Coach
Rabinson is available on FSU's weekly interview
day and on the ACC Coaches Teleconference. All
other requesis for Robinson interviews must be
arranged through Walker.

Player Interviews — Along with the
weeklv interview day, Florida State plavers can
be reached through the Sports Information
Office. At least 24 hours advance notice is
requested to sel up an in-person interview.
Please contact Walker with any requests.

[SLE]

ormation

Interviews will be conducted either prior to or
just after practice. Plavers are not available for
interviews one hour prior to practice or on game
days. For out-of-town media. a call-back card
will be given to the plaver. who should return
the call collect at a mutually agreed upon time.
Please note, freshmen and transfers will not be
available for interviews until the conclusion of
the exhibition schedule.

Covering Practice — Generally, Florida
State basketball practices are closed. however.
a selected number of practices are open
ihe media. Please contact Walker for a schedule
of open practices and (o give notice that you
will atiend.

Satellite Feed — Video highlights and
taped interviews with Coach Robinson and
select plavers can be obtained each week via
Florida State’s basketball satellite feed through
Seminole Productions. Feed dates, times and
coordinates can be obtained through the
FSU Sports Information Office or Seminole
Productions (830-644-0019).

ACC Faxback - Florida State releases and
statistics are available to members of the
media through the Atlantic Coast Conference’s

Faxback service. It allows the league office to
provide the latest information from the ACC
office and the nine sports information offices of
each of the league’s schools, 24 hours a day. To
use faxback, dial the faxback phone number
from the handset of your fax machine. You will
then be instructed step-by-step on how Lo
retrieve the information. We will not release
faxback’s phone number except to authorized
media personnel. Please contact the FSU
Sports Information Office or the ACC Media
Relations Office at 336-851-6062 for

faxback’s number.

www.seminoles.com — Media members
and fans can also gei a hold of the latest infor-
mation concerning Florida Staie basketball on
the internet at www.seminoles.com, the FSU
athletics department’s official website. Updated
releases, statistics, games stories and boxs-
cores, as well as. coach and plaver bios
are available.

Game-Day Media Services

Parking — A limited number of spaces in
the Leon County Civic Centers main parking lot
have been set aside for use by the media.
Vehicles should enier the main Civic Center lot
off of Pensacola Street and will be directed to
the proper area. All requests for parking cre-
dentials should be made along with requests for
press credentials.

Entrance/Media Will Call - Media should
enter the Civic Center through the elephani
doors at the hottom southwest corner of the
arena. Media will call is located al this entrance
and is open 90 minutes prior 1o tipoif.

Media Room — The media room at the
Givic Center is located beneath the west side of
the arena in Meeting Room B. Both head coach-
es and at least two Florida State plavers will
appear in the media room at the conclusion of
the game.

Phones — A limited number (six) of phone
lines are available in the Civic Center’s media
room. The phones are for credit card calls only
and are available on a first-come, first-served
basis. Media may order their own phone line for
the media room or at courtside through Sprint of
Tallahassee. Call Sprint at 850-681-6600 to
order private lines.

Photographers - Credentialed photogra-
phers will be allowed Lo shoot the game from
courtside in the designated photo areas along
each baseline. Florida State sports information
officials reserve the right to remove any photog-
rapher irom the photo areas for safety reasons.
Photographers are not allowed to shoot from the
sidelines. are prohibited from entering the team
bench areas and should not shoot from




anywhere on the baseling besides the photo box.
No tripods are 10 be used when shooting as well.

Radio - Sections are reserved for both the
Florida State and the opposing radio networks
on press row. FSU grants broadcast rights to the
official radio outlet of the visiting leam on a rec-
iprocal basis. Contact Jim MeNeill of Host
Communications at 850-644-2550 to assure the
lines are available.

Television — Facililies are available at
courtside for network broadeasts. Please have
requests prepared several weeks prior [o the
broadcast. Network lelevision crews will be
issued four parking passes only for their entire
crew. Producers should contact the Civic
Center’s Roger Engleri at 850-487-1691 directly
for special parking needs or any other facility
related requests.

Press Meals — A buffet dinner is available
in the Seminole Spirit Room to members of the
media with a meal licket attached to their cre-
dential. Television crews will be supplied with
five meal tickets to accommodate the talent and
producers. Any catering needs for television
should be addressed with Roger Englert of the
Civic Center.

Faxing — Faxing of the final box score is
available through the Florida State Sports
Information Office. FSU will fax to outlets pro-
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vided on both school's posi-game fax list. Ii any
special faxing needs occur. please contact a
member of the Florida State staff.
Services/Statistics - Slatistics will be
distributed o the media at halltime. A game
book with a boxscore and plav-by-play will be

made available at the end of the game. Coaches
quotes will be available approximately 30 min-
utes afier the completion of the game. Media
guides, game notes. a {lip card and game pro-
grams are available prior to the game.
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Seminole
Radio Neiwork

Whether Florida State plays

at home or on the road. fans

across the Southeast follow every

play on the Seminole Sporis

Network. The regional network brings all the

exciiement of FSU basketball. as well as pre-game

and posi-game analysis. o fans, alumni and col-
lege baskelball enthusiasts across the state.
The Seminole Sports Network is owned and

operated by Host Communications, Inc.. one of the

ormation

nation’s leaders in collegiate sporis broadcasting.
Florida State joined forces with the Lexington, KY
based company to establish a comprehensive mar-
keting opportunity which includes radio, television.
print and corparate sponsorship components.

In addition to Florida State, Host owns the
rights to the network of other outstanding schools
including Texas. Virginia. Kentucky, Notre Dame,
Tennessee, South Carolina. Houston and
Mississippi State. Host has a long-term broadcast
and print relationship with the NCAA.

The Seminole Basketball Network will
reach into nearly 40 markets in 1998-99. including
some of the largest in the nation with Tampa.
Miami and Orlando slated 1o receive the games. In
Tallahassee, all the Seminole basketball games can
be heard on flagship station WINT-FM (94.9).

Florida State’s professional broadcast crew is
known as one of the best in the nation as they pro-
vide insight and entertainment as well as detailed
and expert play-by-play.

The broadcast team [eatures award-winning
play-by-play announcer Gene Deckerholl. a 25-vear
veleran of he FSU basketball network, who is a
eight-time winner of the Sportscaster of the Year
award in the Sunshine State.

Deckerholf is nationally known as one of the

finest football and basketball announcers in the
South. The “Voice of the Seminoles™ for the past 20
vears in [ootball in addition Lo his 24 in hoops.
Deckerholl has been named the best college or pro
football play-by-play
announcer in the state for
15 of the last 19 vears.

A native of Jackson-
ville. FL. Deckerhofl also
handles the play-by-play
announcing for the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers of the NFL.
making for some very busy
fall weekends. Deckerholf is
also the co-host of both “The
Steve Robinson Show™ and
“The Bobby Bowden Show,”
which he also produces. He
runs Gene Deckerholl
Productions. a firm special-
izing in sporis broadcasting
and the production of radio
and television commercials.

Joining Deckertioff for
the fourth straight year is
long-time: Florida State basketball associate Jackie
Pons. Pons will add color-commentary to all of
Florida State’s basketball broadcasts this vear.
Pons has a vast knowledge of Florida State
basketball having been an assistant coach at FSU
from 1982-86 and working several Seminole
basketball camps.

Gene Deckerhoff

Jackie Pons

Amy Farnum

Assistani Sporis Adminisirative
Information Dvecior Secrelary
Baseball
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(830) 644-1403
(850) 644-3820
Sports Information
P.O. Drawer 2195
Tallahassee. FL 32316
Sporis Information
Moore Athletic Center

Pensacola Street and Stadium Drive
Tallahassee. FL 32306
.-Rob Wilson
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Basketball Media Qutlets

Outlet Phone Fax

Print Media

Associated Press (Lol

Outlet Phone Fax

. ol Osceola. The
Bradenton Herald 3

Palatka Daily Xews

3

Electronic M
Cahle 47

Ocala Star-Banner

Orlando Sentine]

_BBR-1460

Host Communications 1998-99

Seminole Radio Network Affiliates

Location Station  Frequency Location Station  Frequency Location Station  Frequency
Belle Glade. WBGF-FM ... Lake City ... . WGRO-AM ... Pensacola WBSR-AM 1450
Bradenion .. WSPB-A) 3 Lakeland..... . WLKF-AM ... BeLI i WNFE-FM . 921
Chattahoochee WTCL-AM 1580 Live Oak..... WOHL-FAML Perry WPRY-AM 1400
Chiefland............ WLOH-A) Madison WAMAR-AM Sarasoia WSPB-AM 1450
Daytona Beach ... WROD-AN 13 Marianna WIAQ-FM Si. Augustine W 1240
Englewood....o... 0 Marianna ... WTOT-AM Stiart WSTU-/ 1450
Fori Pierce WAKE-AM 1370 Miamic oo S WOAMAM 060 Tallahassee WINT-FA 049
Gainesville WYOC-FM 104.9 Milion..i o WEBY: Tallahassee - WNLS-AM 1270
Graceville WYDA-FM 101.7 Ocala Tampa/St. Pele WDAE-AM 1250
Jacksonville e WILK-FM, 106.5 Orlando ... West Palm Beach....... WBZT-AM......_..... 1290
Key Wesl. WCTH-FM 100.3 Panama Gity
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After last season’s NCAA Tournament
appearance, the Seminoles are ready Lo keep

aidmg to tbeafoundatwn pul in gIace

he foundation has been laid. Now the
building process begins.

That is the approach that Florida
State basketball coach Steve Robinson
is taking as he begins the second year
of his tenure in Tallahassee.

Robinson's first season at the helm of the
Seminole program saw him guide FSU back into
national prominence. His first Florida State
leam returned to the NCAA Tournament after a
five-year absence and won its first round game
over Texas Christian before falling in overtime
to Valparaiso in the second round. Robinson
also oversaw the Tribe's climb back into the
Associated Press Top 25, peaking with a No. 13
national ranking.

A solid foundation was put in place. indeed.

{Coptinued next pase)







ow Robinson's challenge
is to build upon that
foundation during his
second season.
"I think we continued 1o
grow last season despite
hitting some bumps at
times." said Robinson.
"We need to build off of
L last season and again
show signs of growth. I
think people were excited about how
hard we played last season and we will
plav just as hard again in vear two."

Robinson's troops may play hard
again but it will be with many new.
voung faces as Florida State lost four
starters and five letterwinners off of
last season's [18-14 club.

Senior shooting guard Terrell
Baker. who led FSU in scoring for most
of last season before finishing second
on the club at 12.0 points per game, is
the Seminoles' lone returning starter.
Along with being able o put the ball in
the basket. Baker. at 6-5. provides the
Seminoles with a defensive stopper
who can shut down the opposition’s top
perimeler plaver. Arizona's Mike Bibby.
Khalid El-Amin of Connecticut, Duke's

Trajan Lanzdon and Deon
Glover of Georgia Tech were
some of the plavers Baker
held in check a vear ago.
He will also be counled on
to provide leadership on a
vouthful team.

"Terrell has an
extremely compelitive
nature.” said
Robinson. "He is the

kind of player that will
drag the other guys
along if he has 0. |
look for him to
_ improve his
consistency this
season.”
Baker hit 50.0
percent from
the field (120-
0f-240) last
season and led
FSU in three-
point (33.7 per-
cenl, 33-0i-98)
and free throw
{79.8 percent. 99-
of-124) percentage.

Head Coach Steve

Robinson

He is also a good rebounder
from the backcourt. averag-
ing 4.3 caroms per game,
and ranked fifth in the ACC
in steals at 1.9 per game a
vear ago.

The race to join Baker in
the hackcourt as Florida
Slate's starling point guard
will be open when praciice
begins in October. but
Robinson feels that either
sophomore Delvon Arrington
or classmate Adrian
Crawford —or both of them
can get the job done.

"They both are
outstanding workers on and off the
court.” Robinson said of his potential
point guards. "Delvon is a true point
guard that likes to get evervone
involved and is your stereotvpical gym
rat. Adrian has a great feel for and
understanding of the game and is
versatile enough to play off the ball."

Both plavers sat out last season.
Arrington, a product of national prep
power St Anthony's High School in
Jersey City. NJ. missed the 1997-98
campaign in accordance with NCAA
initial eligibility resulations. While at
St. Anthony's, the 5-10 Arrington was a
three-vear starter who led his leam o
an.81-1 record and three state champi-
onships. His team also won the USA
Toiday naiional championship after his
junior season.

Crawiord, who stands 6-5. trans-
ferred into the Seminole program after
his freshman season at Tulsa, where he
was named o the Western Athletic
Conference's all-newcomer team in
1996-97 under Robinson at Tulsa. He
appeared in all 34 games that season

and averaged 4.3 points and 2.1 assists
while making 35.1 percent (26-0f-74)
from three-point range as the Golden
Hurricane advanced lo the second
round of the NCAA Tournament.
Crawford could also see minutes at
shooting guard.

Emanuel Mathis. a 6-3 freshman
from Atlanta, is regarded as a pure
shooter and could help in his first sea-
son at FSU. His biggest challenge will
be adjusting from plaving at a small
high school to competition in the ACC.
His transition to the college level will
determine his playing time.

Walk-on Matt Chlebek. who
appeared in 16 games lasl season asa
freshman. will also vie for plaving time
al the point.




v Y ENEED T0 BUILD
OFF OF 1AST

! SEASON AND AGAIV

~ SHOWSIGNS OF GROWIH.

“I think people were

~exciled aboul how hard we
played lasl season and we
will play just as hard again
in year two.”
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HERE IS A GREAT

WINDOW OF OPPOR-

TONITY FOR ALL OF
OLR FORWARDS.

“The door is wide open.
Simmons or Molf could play
there (power forvard), or
we could go with a smaller,

- (quicker unif and use
. Thompson there.”




p front, the Seminoles
appear to have depth at
small forward and a
poiential anchor at cen-
ter but will need some-
one to siep up at the
power forward position.
Junior Ron Hale will try
to use an oulstanding
performance in the

NCAA Tournament last
vear as a springboard to a breakout
season in 1998-99_ Hale averaged 5.8
points and 4.0 rebounds in 17.8 min-
utes per game last season but upped
those numbers to 14.5 points and 4.5
rebounds on 11-0f-15 shooting from the
floor in the NCAAs.

"Ron has the potential to be a com-
plete player.,” Robinson said. "He really
worked hard in the summer to iake his
same 1o the next level. He is an excel-
lent shooter and has worked to improve
his sirengih because he may play some
at the four {power forward) spot this
vear."

Hale averaged nearly 10 points per
game over the season's final seven con-
tests. The highlight of that run was a
15-point. six-rebound performance in
21 minutes of Florida State's 96-87
first round NCAA Tournament win over

Terrell Baker :
hip on a young Semi
iy ;

Texas Christian. The 6-8 native of
Largo, FL hit 20 of his final 31 shois
[rom the field and 11 of his last 19
three-point attempis last vear.
Robinson also considered him the
team's best pure rebounder.

Sophomore Ronald Thompson and
newcomer Antwuan Dixon, a 6-5 fresh-
man from Marietta. GA. will also com-
pete for minutes at small
forward.

Thompson saw action in
16 cames in a reserve role
last season. The 6-T native
ol Savannah, GA showed
flashes of athletic ability
while averaging 1.4 poinis
in 4.8 minutes per game.

Dixon was a second
leam all-Georgia selection
as a prep senior. He is an
explosive athlete with

great leaping ability who can slash hig
way o the basket from the wing.

Which leads to who will play power
forward. That is the mystery of the
frontline. Junior Oliver Simmons and
junior college transfer Justin Mott have
the size needed to play ihe position.
Meanwhile, Hale and Thompson are
considered versatile enough o log min-
utes at both forward spots.

"There is a great window of oppor-
tunity for all of our forwards." said
Robinson. "The door is wide open.
Simmons and Mott could play there
or we could go with a smaller,
quicker unit and use Thompson
there. Ron Hale could also see
some minutes there.”

Simmons plaved in 24
games a vear ago but did not
lotally distinguish himself as
the front runner for the job.
The 6-8 Nashville. TN
native averaged 1.9
points and 1.3 rebounds
in 7.4 minutes per
gsame but saw his play-
ing time decrease as
the season wound
down.

Mott has solid
rebounding and
defensive skills. He
plaved his fresh-
man season at
Washinglon State
before transferring
to Barion Counly
(K3) Community
College. AL 6-10,
fie can also
provide minutes
as areserve
at center.




arim Shabazz, who par-
ticipated in USA
Basketball's National
Team Trials over the
summer, returas for his
sophomore season and
inherits the starting
cenier spoi. The tallest
plaver in
Florida
& Siale
history

e

Shabazz gives
the Seminoles
an intimidating
presence in the
paint who can
block shots and
rebound. He
averaged 5.1
points. 3.8
rebounds and
blocked 37 shots
as a freshman and
should improve
greatly on those
numbers this vear.
"Karim has great
work habits and will
only coniinue (o get
beiier as his college
career continues." com-
menied Rebinson. "He
will be our anchor in the
post and e will be
tougher to push around
this vear because he has
added a lot of weight
and strength.”

"Two big keys for us
will be how Simmons
and Thompson devel-

op." Robinson said.
F "They are guys that have
some experience and will
have to contribute posi-
tively. They both worked
really hard in the summer
because they knew they had
{0 step up.”
Florida State's schedule fea-
lures the premiere lineup of
Atlantic Coast Conference mem-
bers along with non-conference
dates with arch-rival Florida,
Auburn, ldaho and ivips to Temple
and ithe Rainbow Classic in
Honolulu in December.

b

"l think we have put together a
good schedule.” Robinson said. "This
is something that our fans should get
accusiomed (o because we are going
to play good competition each and
every vear."

Despite his team’s inexperience.
Robinson is upbeat about the season
ahead.

"We will have to do the litile
things." said Robinson. "like boxoul. hit
our free throws and get to loose balls.
We will have to scrap and fight. But |
like the chemistry and versatility of
this group.”

THINK WE HAVE PUT
TOGETHER A GOOD
SCHEDUILE.

“This is something that
our fans should gef accustomed
to because we are going to play
2o0d compelition each and every
year, We will have to scrap and
fight. But I like the chemisiry

and versatflity of this group.”




