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THIS IS FLORIDA STATE

From its pre-Civil War beginnings as the 
Seminary West of the Suwannee to a 
nearly four-decade stint as the Florida 
State College for Women to its return 
to coeducational status as a university, 
Florida State University has developed 
into an internationally acclaimed research 
institution with excellence in teaching, 
research and public service.

The university enrolls almost 40,000 un-
dergraduate, graduate and professional 
students. Of these, 28 percent are minori-
ties. Students are from all 50 states and 
the District of Columbia, as well as 133 
foreign countries.

Florida State offers an impressive breadth 
of academic degree programs. Students 
may take courses of study leading to a 
baccalaureate degree in 99 programs, a 
master’s degree in 112 degree programs, 
a doctorate in 73 degree programs, a 
specialist certification in 26 degree pro-
grams, and a professional designation in 
two degree programs. Courses are offered 
through 16 colleges — Arts and Sciences; 
Business; Communication; Criminology 
and Criminal Justice; Education; Engineer-
ing; Human Sciences; Information; Law; 
Medicine; Motion Picture, Television and 
Recording Arts; Music; Nursing; Social 
Sciences; Social Work; and Visual Arts, 
Theatre and Dance.

Students have the opportunity to work 
and study alongside members of the 
prestigious National Academy of Sciences, 
members of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, winners of the Pulitzer 
Prize and a Nobel laureate. Florida State 
faculty also lead several scholarly fields in 
citations of published work.

Several members of the Florida State fac-
ulty were recognized with major awards 
in 2007. Trailblazing chemistry Professor 
Alan G. Marshall, who has won worldwide 
acclaim for contributions to the field of 
analytical chemistry, received the presti-
gious 2007 Chemical Pioneer Award from 
the American Institute of Chemists, and 
Eliza Dresang, the Eliza Atkins Gleason 
Professor in the College of Information, 
won the 2007 Scholastic Library Publish-
ing Award. 

Florida State has many academic programs 
that consistently rank among those at 
the nation’s top 25 public universities, 
including programs in business, chemis-
try, creative writing, criminology, ecology 
and evolutionary biology, information, 
law, meteorology, oceanography, physics, 
political science, psychology, public policy, 
sociology and statistics.

The university had many noteworthy 
achievements in 2006-07. Among them:
	 • �Florida State hired clusters of stellar 

professors, national and international 
leaders in their fields, in one of the 
most ambitious, innovative hiring plans 
in the United States — part of the 
Pathways of Excellence Initiative, the 
university’s effort to become one of 
the nation’s top research and graduate 
education universities.

	 • �FSU doctoral faculty in five academic 
areas were ranked among the tops in 
the nation according to the Faculty 
Scholarly Productivity Index: social 
work — #4; Spanish — #4; market-
ing — #5; oceanography — #8; and 
atmospheric sciences — #10.



Back2 Back
53

CHAMPIONS

THIS IS FLORIDA STATE

	 • �FSU was ranked No. 1 in the nation 
among top research universities in 
graduation rates for African-Ameri-
cans.

	 • �The university increased its production 
of Ph.D.s by 18 percent in 2006 and 
won a new record in research grants, 
about $200 million.

	 • �FSU had a building boom with $500 
million worth of facilities under design 
or construction. 

	 • �Officials broke ground on a new facility 
that could vault Florida State to the 
top of the list of American universi-
ties specializing in research into new 
materials. The $17-million building 
will house the Center of Excellence 
in Advanced Materials.

	 • �The first groups of College of Medicine 
students arrived at newly established 
Regional Medical School campuses in 
Fort Pierce and Daytona Beach.

	 • �FSU Student Government President 
Joe O’Shea won a prestigious Truman 
Award. O’Shea also was one of just 20 
undergraduates named to USA Today’s 
elite 2007 All-USA College Academic 
First Team.

	 • �The Florida State track and field 
team won its second-in-a-row NCAA 
championship and was honored at the 
White House.

At FSU, students have the opportunity to 
conduct research in specialized interdisci-
plinary centers, such as the National High 
Magnetic Field Laboratory, the Institute 
of Molecular Biophysics, and the School 
of Computational Science; to participate 
in interdisciplinary work across campus, 
such as programs that integrate econom-
ics, geography, climate forecasting, law and 
other environmental courses and pro-
grams; and to work with faculty to forge 
new relationships among professions, 
including medicine, the physical sciences, 
engineering, business and law.

 Students at Florida State also are encour-
aged to participate in international educa-
tion through the university’s programs in 
England, Italy, Switzerland, France, Panama, 
China, Costa Rica, Spain, Russia, the Czech 
Republic, Greece, Croatia, Germany, Ire-
land and the Caribbean. The university’s 
study sites in Valencia, Spain; Florence, 
Italy; London, England; and the Republic 
of Panama are considered by many to be 
among the nation’s best. 

FSU’s main campus is spread over 450.5 
acres in Tallahassee. Within the state, the 
university maintains facilities in Panama 
City, at its Coastal and Marine Laboratory 
on the Gulf of Mexico, and at the Asolo 
Performing Arts Center in Sarasota. In ad-
dition, Academic & Professional Program 
Services provides non-credit professional 
outreach, online academic degree pro-
grams, support for faculty and students in 
the campus.fsu.edu teaching and learning 
environment, faculty development and 
assessment services. APPS also hosts 
seminars for organizations from all over 
the country, and organizes faculty confer-
ences and special campus events.

Florida State also operates the Ringling 
Center for the Cultural Arts in Sarasota, 
which includes the John and Mable Ring-
ling Museum of Art, the largest museum/
university complex in the nation.

Library holdings at Florida State include 
2.9 million book titles and 9.1 million mi-
croforms. The university’s library holdings 
rank among the top 30 public research 
universities in the United States.

The main library facility, the Robert M. 
Strozier Library, is linked by computer 
to other state university and national 
research libraries. Florida State also main-
tains science, music, library and informa-
tion science, medicine, engineering and law 
libraries, as well as the Mildred and Claude 
Pepper Library, which houses the papers, 
photographs, audio recordings, video re-
cordings and memorabilia of the longtime 
congressman from Florida. Library materi-
als and services also are available at the 

university’s Panama City campus, as well 
as at the international study centers, and 
a collection of art and related materials is 
on display at the John and Mable Ringling 
Museum of Art in Sarasota. Collectively, 
the Florida State libraries are a member of 
the Association of Research Libraries, an 
association of the top research university 
libraries in the United States.




