s, Robert Manning Strozier Library
# The Florida State University

7 Tallahassee, Florida 32306-2047
USA

AUTHORIZATION

As the author, copyright owner, or licensee with the authority to grant such permission, 1
hercby authorize the Florida State University to digitize A History of Women's
Intercollegiate Athletics at Florida State University from 1905-1972 for non-profit,
educational purposes.

This process would make the entire work available in perpetuity to anvone with access (o
the World Wide Web or its successors. The digitization process may also involve using
search software and optical character recognition software to provide enhanced access to
the contents of the document.

.};Mm.i%-é/;m

Signature

Printed Signature




THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

A HIETORY QF WOMEN'S INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS

AT FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY FROM 1905-1972

A Dissertation submitted to the
1]

Department oL Movemeant Science and Physical Education
in partial fulfillment of the
reguirement=s for the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy
R
W if o &
4 W Lppbne T
P:a:saaaf Directing Cissertation
,m' _,ﬁ”,.f_,«,.fa;;.r?
'.-_.: =1
fﬁf’f At {Q Vi [/"7“?'5'_?-*5,. sl
e ]
"m f—z":"-f —F;L,-'f_-' 2EE. -
Ca thent Head
Copvright (c) 1980, Mildred M.
June, 1330 Usher, III. 2ll rights raserved.




ABSTRACT

Philosophical, socioclogical and physioclogical factors
were identified that influenced and guided the development of
the women's athletic program. A chronolegical and topical
account of actual events that transpired was compiled which
resulted in the establishment of three time periods of devel-
opment. A brief overview of naticnal preofessional organiza-
tions reflected the philosophy of the leadership as well as
the status of athletics for women and provided a framework
from which local conditions could be judged.

During the first time period of the study, 1905-1923,
colleges for women were established along the same lines as
those for men. The growth and development of college
women's athletics had been closely associated with the
development of physical education for women. Women leaders
sought to keep athletics a part of the total educational
experience of the students. Student interest in sports
and games and the healthful wvalues of physical activity had
long been recognized as a very important part of college
life at Florida State University. Physical training was
required in the academic program as a hasis for developing
the intellect. Special exercise programs were designed for
gach student ags determined by careful physical examinations.

Since 1905, when FSU was designated a college for women
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(FSCW) , women's sports had gone through a series of
organizaticonal patterns. Beginning in the early years with
sporadic athletic competition, the pattern was then maneu-
vered to that of only class competition, to Odd-Even com-
petition, to sports clubs, to point systems, to intramurals,
to playdays, to extramurals, and then to intercollegiate
athletics. During this cycle, women's sports had been
organized, stifled, manipulated, controversial and competi-
tive.

An athletic association was formed in 1905 to take
charge of sport activities. All students were reguired to
join the athletic associaticon. Two basketball teams wera
organized with the idea of having a match game during the
yvear. The winner received a challenge from the teams at
Stetson University and Rollins College which initiated
intercollegiate competition in 1907. In 1909, intercol-
legiate games were forbidden. Class competition was estab-
lished. Sports clubs were formed and athletic traditions
were established which included field day, "F" Club,
Thanksgiving Day basketball and volleyball, color rush,
water sports day, baseball and tennis. When track records
were compared with records from elsewhere, FSU's Nell
Carrcll claimed the world record discus throw in 1921. Anne
Harwick represented FSCW as a member of the American team of
women athletics at the Paris Games in 1922.

During the second time period of the study, 1923-1947,
the college leadership endorsed the Women's Division of the
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National Amateur Athletic Federation (WDMNAAF) and National
Section on Women's Athletics (NSWA) platform which curtailed
competition for women and sanctioned sportsdays, playdays,
intramurals, and telegraphic meets. A new gymnasium in

1929 provided opportunity for growth in the recreational
aspect of campus sports. The goal of the athletic program
was to achieve "mass athletics.”

Postwar coeducation reintroduced the element of
competitive athletics for men during the third time period,
1947-1972. Compliance with NEWA (later known as the
National Section on Girls and Women's Sports [NSGWS] and
the Division for Girls and Women's Sports [DGWS]) guidelines
suppressed women's competition until 1967, with the excep-
tion of the Racquette Tennis Club, which was formed in 1958.
In 1971, a women's intercollegiate athletic council was
estahlished to guide the seven-sports program. Leadership
was also provided by the Florida Commission on Intercol-
legiate Athletics for Women (FCIAW) and the national Com-
missicon on Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (CIAW).

AS CIAW was dissolwved and replaced by the Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics for Women (AIAW) in July 1372,

Florida State University was welcomed as a charter member.
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PREFACE

In the last decade there has been a rapid growth of
women's sports in America's colleges and universities. This
phenomenon has been clearly evident at Florida State Univer-
sity as well as at other institutions across the nation.
College women of America are no longer denied the opportunity
to compete 1n the sport-oriented culture. Athletic activi-
ties once labeled inappropriate for women are promoted as
making a positive contribution to women's physical well-being
and mental image. In the past, concerns over causes and
effects of competition had stimulated many controversies.
Historical accounts of women's programs had dealt mainly
with the ocutcomes of competition in developing administra-
tive, philosophical and organizational concepts. Com-
paratively, the recording of actual events and other
influences during the growth pattern had been neglected.
This study, therefore, addressed the wvarious influences
that guided the development of the women's athletic program
at Florida State University as well as the characteristics
of that program.

In all fields of study, certain individuals have
found themselves concerned with the seeking of a beginning

in their particular area of interest. To some individuals
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the gquestion of origin and develcpment appeared and dis-
appeared with only a passing thought. To other individuals
the guestions returned and the thoughts needed to be
examined in greater detail. Regardless of the subject, the
questions to be answered, the methods used in investigation,
and the recording of the inguiry, the investigation reguired
A definition of the context in which the work was to be
presanted,

Considering the study of man in general, anthro-
pology, Mason divided the science intoe two great divisions:
(1) What man is=--the natural history of man, and (2) What
man does artifically--the cultural history of man, If
the past of culture history was studied in ancient arti-
facts, the subdivision was known as archaeology. ILf 1t was
studied in acts and sayings of the unlettered, it was folk-
lore. If the past was studied in written records, the sub-
division was then known as history (Funk & Wagnalls, 1963).

It was clear, then, that a definition of history
was needed in order to proceed with the investigation.

The Greek work "historia" may be interpreted as "a search-
ing to find out" and as Vincent (1969) implisd, this
definition may well apply to any doctoral thesis written
today. Howewver, it was the notion of what one had to find
out that has had extended concepts.

In the past, one "found out" about what man had done

artifically through wvariocus media of expression and
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commuinication. Through stories, drawing, minstrels, relics,
anecdotes, and recollecticns, they have had only hearsay and
pictorial accounts of what had gone before.

Since the written account of man's deeds had been
recorded, a story cf the process as well as the growth or
progress, had become a legitimate discourse for preserving
the condition of a people or situation at a specific point
in time. Until recently, the theme of writers of history
had remained about the same. Since the days of the ancient
Greeks, details of military and political conflicts as well
ag interest in preserving the memory of hercic deeds were
the dominant theme of historians. Gradual changes in the
conception of history came about as historians began taking
a more critical loock at other influential forces which were
at work during the process but which were incidentally
overlooked in the written accounts. Years passed before
social, economic, and geographic conditions became factors
worth considering as bearing influence on what man did.
Present concepts of history, and what one had fo find out,
were continually changing as additional wvariables had been
identified in the developing process.

The development of an educaticnal institution would
surely be well documented in terms of location, planning,
construction; and utilization of the phyvsical plant. An
institution gradually acquired an individual character and

identity through the years as a result of the actions and
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deeds of those human beings responsible for its operation.
Institutional history had sometimes centered arcund ideas
about education, such as the education of the elite. Insti-
tutions had also been associated with individual leaders,
such as college presidents or prominent faculties and
scholars through biographical accounts. Political and
zsocial movements had left their marks on others as a result
of student unrest. Other institutions were recognized as
perennial athletic powers.

Regardless of the medium, the central theme of
these historical studies, as Graham (1975) pointed ocut, had
been to project a male-dominated regime. It seemed evident
that such history had ignored the contributions of the
female sex. History had not recognized representation and
participation by women, and many valuable experiences had
gone unnoticed at the institutional lewvel. Factors may
still be present which tends to limit women's participation,
talent; and contribution to society. Due to certain values

of

regional culture, it was probable that these limitations
ware even more pronounced in the southeast. A better under-
standing of future cbstacles may be gained by taking a lock
at the cultural, social, and philcsophical milieus of the
past.

Women have played a major role in the heritage of

Florida State University, and it is on their contributions

that this narrative focused. Since 1857, the institution




had experienced a series of identifiable changes which have
shaped its character and personality. Many items rich in
the heritage of the institution were in need of detection,
clagssification, and preservation.

Student interest in sports and games had long been
recognized as a wvery important part of college life. How-
ever, this had not always been apparent for both sexes. In
the early days of campus sports, male students initiated
their own activities with little or ne supervision nor
institutional administrative control. At this point, Ameri-
can athletics were fundamentally of the intramural type.
Socn thereafter warious clubs and groups sought off-campus
competition. It was net long, though, before institutional
control was recognized as desirable (Means, 1963). Competi-
tive sport activities for women had less rapidly assumed a
significant role in the instituticonal environment.

Since 1905, women's sports at Florida State Univer-
sity had gone through a series of organizational patterns.
Beginning in the early years with sporadic athletic
competition, the pattern was then maneuvered to that of
only class competition, and then to sports clubs, to point
systems, to intramurals, to playdays, to extramurals, and
then to intercollegiate athletics. During this cycle,
women's sports had been ocrganized, stifled, manipulated,

controversial, and competitive. This narrative explored

these developmental patterns.




Hopefully, the timely recording of the labors under-
taken in structuring a sports program for women at Florida
State University has established an accurate account of the
efforts and visibility expended in meeting the needs of
women students in the beginning years and then during a
period of dynamic change and social upheaval concerning the
status, rights, and equality cof women students.

Through a comprehensive sesarch of the past and an
indepth description of the present, it was anticipated that
the evidence found and presented would contribute toward
the preservation of the heritage of this institution.

This study has covered a periocd of 67 vears, from
1905 through 1972. During this time, the institution had
undergone several identifying name changes. Prior teo 1301,
it was known as Florida University (1883-85); Seminary West
of the Suwannee River or West Florida Seminary (1886-1901);
then it was known as Florida State College (1901-05);
Florida Female College (1905-09); Florida State College for
Women {1909-47); and The Florida State University since the
spring of 1947.

The purpose of this study was to locate, compile,
ageimilate, verify, and present pertinent information and
facts concerning the development and organization of the
women's athletic program at Florida State University. An
indication of the apparent educaticnal and administrative
philosophy of those responsible for its creation and ulti-

mate development was also included.
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The scope cof this study was delimited to the sports
program for women at Florida State University during the
pericd 1905 through 1972, and to the sequential historial
events and personalities that contributed to its growth and
development. Data restrictions were further imposed by the
guantity of existing documentary scurces uncovered and by
the nature and availability of human resocurces. The data
were alsc limited to the. facts which were obtalned about
the events, organizations, and indiwviduals that influenced
the development of the study.

An institution, such as Florida State University,
has not been a static entity. Like other institutions, it
has a character and personality unique to its divergent
gand discriminant constituences. It has produced bits and
pieces of records, relics, and other remains concerning
its identity and metamocrphosis from its inception as Florida
State College in 1901 throughout its latest academic season.

Florida State University was founded as an institu-
tion for men in 1B57,.but it remained so for onlvy one wyear.
In 18358, women were admitted to the school along with the
men students. The school remained coeducational until 1905
when it was designated an institution of higher learning
for women. In 1947, the University was assigned 1its cur-
rent mission which is to educate both men and women in
many fields of study.

Women have had a continuous history of physical

education instruction and athletic activity that started
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the year following the school's founding. Since the return
of the men students in 1947, numerocus studies of the men's
athletic programs have been completed by Masters and
Doctoral Candidates at the Unilversity. No study of the
women's athletic program has been completed. Although not
evanescent, credible evidence does have a way of disappear-
ing, especially through the lack of interest in preserving
records and accounts. It was important that the facts, as
well as the memories of participants in the program, be
recorded before an undue number of records became lost or
destroyed and before memories faded and participants became
inaccessibla.

Historical studies have normally been justified by
the overriding fact that study of the past led to better
understanding of the present and more intelligent planning
for the future. In the case of women's athletics, this
rationale became increasingly urgent in the light of recent
legislation which has made rapid growth in the area a man-
date. Gerber, Felshin, Berlin and Wyrick (l1974) have
indicated that research in the area of men's sports has
little or no applicability for women. Studies which related
specifically to women were needed by those responsible for
developing and expanding women's sports programs across the
countrv. A knowledge of the past would be necessary to
understand the attitudes, sensitivities, and strategies of

the present.
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It was posgtulated that this narrative would add to
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the limited amount of research completed in the historical
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area, and would contribute to what appears to be a

future for women's sports.
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