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This Is
Tallahassee

establish a permanent, central loca-
tion for the seat of government. The
two met at a beautiful site that the
Creek and Seminole Indians called
“tallahassee” — derived from the
words “talwa,” meaning town, and
“ahassee,” meaning old. This historic
meeting place remains Florida’s capi-
tal today.

The New Capitol building rises at
the center of Tallahassee’s downtown
as a sleek modern structure, juxta-
posed next to the Old Capitol, built
in the more classic domed style. A
gallery atop the 22-story New Capitol
provides a sweeping view of the hilly
city and its tree-lined streets.  From
it, you can see all the way to Georgia,
20 miles away.

Around the capitol complex, a 10-
block historic district spreads, preserv-
ing the town’s gracious old homes
along a linear park and holding an his-
toric inn, bars and restaurants patron-
ized by Senators and sophomores
alike. With no shortage of culture,
downtown also offers museums, the-
ater and art galleries. Artists have
turned the old warehouses of Down-
town Industrial Park into the studios
and cafes of Railroad Square. The Mu-
seum of Florida History, nearby, is
highly acclaimed for its scan of the

A mong low, rolling hills,
down moss-draped canopy
roads, within picturesque

historical districts, and across seas of
flowering azaleas lies a magical part
of the Sunshine State — Tallahassee
— Florida’s capital city. With its in-
triguing combination of power-play
politics and classic character,
splashed with a twist of beauty and
charm, Tallahassee is a genteel South-
ern belle with good manners, old
plantation homes and y’all-come hos-
pitality — a side of Florida few expect
to find.

With the Gulf of Mexico just 25
miles south and the Georgia border
only 14 miles north, Tallahassee rests
between the foothills of the Appala-
chian Mountains and the juncture of
Florida’s panhandle and peninsula in
an area known as “The Big Bend.”
Nearer in miles to Atlanta than to Mi-
ami, Tallahassee more closely re-
sembles its Georgia neighbor than
Florida in topography, climate and
lifestyle.

Like the city itself, the story of
how Tallahassee was chosen as the
state capital is rich in history. In 1823,
two explorers set out — one on
horseback from St. Augustine and the
other by boat from Pensacola — to
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state’s past, and The Mary Brogan Museum of Art & Sci-
ence, along with changing art exhibits, brings learning to
a kid’s level with hands-on exhibits. Other sightseeing fa-
vorites include the floral masterpiece of Alfred B. Maclay
State Gardens; Bradley’s Country Store; FAMU Black Ar-
chives; and the Tallahassee Antique Car Museum.

The area surrounding Tallahassee reveals numerous
other historic and archaeological treasures, such as De
Soto State Archaeological and Historical Site, Lake Jack-
son State Archaeological Site, Mission San Luis, Natural
Bridge Battlefield and San Marcos de Apalache. Visitors
can explore prehistoric Florida at the Mu-
seum of Florida History, where they are
greeted by a giant 12,000-year-old
mastodon pulled from nearby
Wakulla Springs.

On the shores of
Wakulla Springs, alli-
gators still laze un-
der the watchful
eyes of “snake birds”
perched on twisted cypress trees.
The site of many underwater
scenes in “Tarzan” movies, it’s one
of the world’s deepest freshwater
springs. Glass-bottomed boat
tours across these mystical waters
are available.

Nearby small towns offer fasci-
nating excursions to places such
as Pebble Hill Plantation, Florida
Caverns State Park, Monticello
Opera House and St. George Island.
■



46



47



48


