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Florida State University, a graduate research institution, stands among
the nation’s elite in both academics and athletics, as it celebrates its
sesquicentennial anniversary in 2001.

Located on the oldest continuous site of  higher education in Florida,
the university is situated in the heart of  the state’s capital city. The
university’s main campus blends Jacobean Revival and modern
styles of  architecture with the oaks, pines, dogwoods and azaleas
of  North Florida.

As the university has progressed and grown — from its pre-Civil War
beginnings as the Seminary West of  the Suwannee, to the Florida
State College for Women and, finally, returning to coeducational status
as a university in 1947 — it has developed into an acclaimed research
institution, a top-ranked competitor in intercollegiate athletics and
as a standard-setter in the basic sciences and the performing arts.

The university has entered the 21st century with excellence in all
areas of  its mission — teaching, research and public service, including
such milestones as:

In June 2001, NBC Nightly News anchor Tom Brokaw donated
more than 5,000 collections of  World War II memorabilia that
had been sent to him as the result of  his three-book series on
“The Greatest Generation” to the FSU Institute on World War II
and the Human Experience. FSU created the institute in 1998 to
“save the memories of  those who saved the world” by collecting
letters, diaries, memoirs and photos from participants in the war
effort, in order to preserve the materials for classroom teaching,
scholarly research and public viewing.

• In May 2001, FSU welcomed the charter class of  its College of
Medicine. The allopathic medical school, the first to be established
in the nation in more than 20 years, will focus on treating the
elderly and people in underserved areas such as rural communities
and inner cities.

• In March 2001, FSU opened the Center for the Advancement of
Human Rights that will train undergraduate students from nine
FSU colleges and schools to be human rights advocates and be
placed with international human rights organizations.

• In the blackenterprise.com 2001 “Top Fifty Colleges for African
Americans” rankings, FSU was rated 23rd in the nation,
up from 26th in 1999.

• In the March-April 2001 issue of  National Jurist that
rated the nation’s “most wired” law schools, the FSU
College of  Law was ranked 13th.

• The FSU School of  Motion Picture, Television and
Recording Arts was named among the nation’s top 12
film schools in the fall 2000 “special showbiz issue”
of  Entertainment Weekly magazine.

• During the fall of  2000, FSU had 243 National Merit
Scholars, 77 National Achievement Scholars and 28
Hispanic Scholars enrolled.

• In 2000, the Florida Legislature placed under FSU’s
control the Ringling Center for the Cultural Arts in
Sarasota, which includes the John and Mable Ringling
Museum of  Art, the state art museum of  Florida.

• In 2000, FSU bought the most
powerful university-owned
supercom-puter in the world. The
IBM RS/6000 Supercomputer can
perform 2.5 trillion calculations per
second. Located in the School of
Computational Science and
Information Technology, the
supercomputer will be used by FSU
researchers to predict hurricanes
and compare DNA sequences as
complex as those of  the human
genome.

• The Challenger Learning Center of
Tallahassee, a project of  the FAMU-
FSU College of  Engineering, is
scheduled to open in March 2002.
The center, to be built on Kleman
Plaza in downtown Tallahassee, will
feature a space mission simulator
common to all of  the centers, and a
300-seat IMAX theater and a domed
planetarium laser theater. It will
serve middle schools in a 66-county
area of  North Florida, Southeast
Alabama and South Georgia.

• In 2000, the doctoral program in the College of  Business had
the highest minority enrollment of  any Ph.D. business program
in the United States. In recent years, it has graduated more
minority doctoral students than any other Ph.D. granting
institution.

• In 2000, the National Geographic Society and FSU started the
Florida Geographic Alliance to bolster geographic education
among Florida school children by preparing and equipping
Florida’s K-12 teachers with better information and tools.

• In 1999, FSU was selected by the U.S. Department of  Energy to
become one of  the research institutions to operate the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory (ORNL), a multiprogram science and
technology laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tenn., headed by the
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University of  Tennessee-Battelle. The five-year management and
operations contract is valued at about $2.5 billion. FSU was invited
to join ORNL because of  its strong faculty research activities in
material sciences, structural biology, computational sciences and
magnet technologies.

• At more than $287.4 million, FSU’s endowment has been ranked
150th in the nation by the National Association of  College and
University Business Officers, the benchmark of  higher education
fundraising success, in 2000. Since 1994, FSU’s endowment
ranking has surpassed 156 other institutions.

• In December 1999, researchers at the National High Magnetic
Field Laboratory used a hybrid magnet to conduct the lab’s first
research in continuous magnetic fields of  45 tesla, or one million
times Earth’s magnetic field. The $100 million magnet lab, which
was established in 1990 by the National Science Foundation, is
run by FSU in partnership with the University of  Florida and the
Los Alamos National Laboratory.

• In 1994, Florida State was classified a “Research University I” by
the Carnagie Foundation, placing it among the nation’s top
research universities. In 2000, the distinction was renamed
“Doctoral/Research University-Extensive.”

Under the leadership of  the university’s 12th president, Talbot
“Sandy” D’Alemberte, who took office in January 1994, FSU continues
to build on the foundation of  its history of  excellence in scholarship,
research and service.

A senior member of  the State University System, FSU was founded
as an institution of  higher learning in 1851 by legislative act. It began
in Tallahassee with its first class of  male students in 1857 and added
women in 1858.

FSU’s operating budget is $656 million. Faculty and administrators
generate more than $116 million annually in external funding to
supplement state-sponsored research. Three direct-support
organizations serve to bolster the university: the FSU Foundation,
which raised $301 million in private gifts during the university’s first
capital campaign, Seminole Boosters and the FSU Alumni Association.

The main campus is spread over 463.4 acres in Tallahassee; FSU,
which has one of  the smallest campuses in the SUS, has been actively

acquiring land in the 1990s. FSU
encompasses 1,422.7 acres in Leon,
Bay, Franklin, Gadsden and Sarasota
counties.

Within the state, the university
maintains facilities at its 25-acre
campus in Panama City, its Marine
Laboratory at Turkey Point on the Gulf
of  Mexico, the Appleton Museum in
Ocala and the Asolo Performing Arts
Center in Sarasota. The Center for
Professional Development and Public
Service, housed in the Augustus B.
Turnbull III Florida Conference Center
on the edge of  the campus, provides extensive credit and non-credit
continuing education programs statewide.

For years, FSU has reached far beyond Florida through international
programs in Switzerland, France, Panama, Costa Rica, Spain, Russia,
Vietnam and the Caribbean. FSU’s student centers in Florence, Italy,
and London, England, are considered by many to be the nation’s
best in Europe.

Florida State offers 294 graduate and undergraduate degree
programs through its nine colleges — Arts and Sciences; Business;
Communication; Education; Engineering (operated jointly with Florida
A&M University); Human Sciences; Law; Medicine; and Social
Sciences (which also incorporates the Reubin O’D Askew School of
Public Administration and Policy) — and eight schools — Criminology
and Criminal Justice; Information Studies; Motion Picture, Television
and Recording Arts; Music; Nursing; Social Work; Theatre; and Visual
Arts and Dance.  With 1,897 members, the FSU faculty has included
nine National Academy of  Sciences elected members, 10 American
Academy of  Arts and Sciences fellows and five Nobel laureates. It is
backed by 3,136 administrative/professional and support staff.

Library holdings at Florida State include 2.3 million book titles and
6.6 million microforms. The main library facility, the Robert M.
Strozier Library, is linked by computer to other state university and
national research libraries. The Paul A.M. Dirac Science Library is
located at the heart of  the university’s science research complex.
FSU also maintains music, library science and law libraries, and the
Mildred and Claude Pepper Library.

FSU’s 6,367 graduate students pursue advanced degrees in fields
as diverse as business administration and theoretical particle physics.
A majority of  research done at FSU is the direct result of  student
effort, culminating in numerous
books, monographs and journal
articles relating to the whole spectrum
of  intellectual interests and the
practical needs of  society.

Of  FSU’s 34,477-student population,
43.8 percent are male; 56.2 percent
are female; 22.3 percent are
minorities; and 3.7 percent are
foreign students.
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BACKGROUND:  The Florida State University is one of 10

universities of the State University System of Florida...It
was established as the Seminary West of the Suwannee
by an act of the Florida Legislature in 1851 and first
offered instruction at the postsecondary level in 1857...Its
Tallahassee campus has been the site of an institution of
higher education longer than any other site in the
state...In 1905, the Buckman Act reorganized higher
education in the state and designated the Tallahassee
school as the Florida Female College...In 1909, it was
renamed Florida State College for Women...In 1947, the
school returned to co-educational status, and the name
was changed to The Florida State University...It has
grown from an enrollment of 2,583 in 1946 to an
enrollment of 34,477 in the Fall Semester 2000.

ENROLLMENT (FALL 2000):  Total, 35,000...in-state,
26,522...out-of-state, 2,958...undergrad, 26,422...gradu-
ate, 6,367...other, 1688...international, 3.7%...minority,
22.3%...male, 43.8%...female, 56.2%...students from all
50 states are in attendance...10 foreign countries contrib-
uted over 50 students each...19 states contributed over
100 students each

ACREAGE:  463.3 acres in Tallahassee, Leon County (Main
campus)...25.6 acres in Panama City, Bay County.  The
university owns a total of 1,422.6 acres in Leon, Bay,
Franklin, Sarasota, & Gadsden counties.

OPERATING BUDGET 2000-01:  $656,239,344
COLLEGES/PROGRAMS:  Arts and Sciences...Business

(largest)...Education...Human sciences...Information
studies...Nursing...Criminology and Criminal
justice...Law...Social sciences...Social
work...Communication...Motion picture, TV and
Radio...Music...Theatre...Visual arts and
dance...Engineering...Undecided/Special

DEGREE PROGRAMS:  93 possible degrees at Bachelor’s
level...99 possible degrees at Master’s level

DEGREES GRANTED FOR 1999-2000:  Bachelor,
5,342...Masters, 1,460...Total, 7,285

ENTERING FRESHMAN FACTS (FALL 2000):  High school
GPA 3.3-4.0...SAT score 1090-1280...ACT score 23-27

RETENTION RATE:  First year, 100%...second year,
85.1%...third year, 74%...fourth year, 70.7%

FACULTY/STAFF:  Full time 1,520...Part time 377...Total
1,897...Highly qualified faculty includes five Nobel Lau-
reates...10 members of the National Academy of Sci-
ences...4 members of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences...a former astronaut

EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES:  Ranks as one of top 10
universities in the country in revenues generated from
scientific research and discoveries...The country’s new-
est Medical School...The world’s largest magnet at the
National High Magnetic Field Laboratory...Florida’s most
wired campus and 18th most wired campus nationally
(Yahoo! Internet Life), and an Internet 2 site...IBM hired
29 grads in 1998...FSU is one of only six universities
from which Revlon recruits.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ABROAD:  The University
is strongly committed to its mission in international
education and offers a wide variety of educational oppor-
tunities during both the year and the summer sessions
to places including London, Florence, Czech Republic,
Prague, Costa Rica and Switzerland.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:  There are over 250 stu-
dent organizations in which to become involved

FINANCIAL AID:  Over $160 million given away for financial
assistance every year

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO:  18-1...Many of the general
education classes are large lecture classes, however
over 80 percent of major classes have less than 40
students.

RESEARCH:  Florida State University has built a reputation
as a strong research institution in both the sciences and
the humanities...Private foundations, industries, and
government agencies all provide funding to support
research at FSU...In 1994, Florida State was accorded
the status of Research I University by the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, an elite
distinction that recognizes the university’s strengths in
doctoral programs and federal funding.

SPONSORED RESEARCH:  $102,018,403
LIBRARIES:  The University libraries have volume holdings

totaling over 2,300,000 books and periodicals, over
5,600 computer files and over 900,000 government
documents...The University libraries contain over
6,600,000 microforms including film, cards, print and
fiche...The Library’s on-line catalog includes materials
from FSU and the other nine State University System
libraries, as well as access to many data bases in a
variety of subjects...Campus libraries include: The Rob-
ert Manning Strozier Library, the main library; the Paul
A.M. Dirac Science Library, the Warren D. Allen Music
Library; the Harold Goldstein Library School Library, the
Mildred and Claude Pepper Library and the Law Library.

10 LEADING STATES OF ORIGIN (ENROLLMENT)
Florida .............................................. 26,552
Georgia ................................................. 865
Virginia .................................................. 369
New York ............................................... 293
North Carolina ....................................... 260
Texas .................................................... 248
Pennsylvania ......................................... 241
Alabama ................................................ 235
Illinois ................................................... 227
New Jersey ............................................ 220

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Erich Bloch
June Duda
David Ford
Dr. Jessie Furlow
Manny Garcia
Lee Hinkle
Delmar Johnson III

Harold Knowles
Stanley Marshall
Ann McGee
Alan Sundberg
John Thrasher
Steve Uhlfelder
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RITA COOLIDGE
Rita Coolidge is a two-time Grammy Award winner.  She has worked
with Joe Cocker (backup singer and soloist) on his “Mad Dog and
Englishman” tour.  She has also toured and recorded with the likes of
Eric Clapton, Jimi Hendrix, Bob Dylan, Leon Russell and Stephen
Stills.  Coolidge co-wrote “Superstar” which was a huge hit for the
Carpenters.

LEE CORSO
Lee Corso, College football Analyst for ESPN.  Corso joined ESPN in
1987 after 28 years of football coaching experience at the college and
professional levels – including 17 seasons as a head coach – serves as
a game analyst for the Thursday night telecasts and as a studio analyst
for College GameDay and the half-time and scoreboard shows.  He is
a member of the FSU Hall of Fame, received four varsity letters in both
football and baseball at FSU.

PAUL GLEASON
A teammate of Burt Reynolds, is a very successful actor who has
played a number of memorable roles including that of Clarence Beaks,
the maligned courier of crop reports in “Trading Places” and the
assistant principal in “The Breakfast Club.”

BARBARA HARRIS
Barbara Harris is currently the Editor-In-Chief of SHAPE Magazine, the
largest national monthly health and fitness publication for women in
the United States.  SHAPE has a current circulation of 808,634 and
over 2.2 million readers.  Harris, who lettered in volleyball at FSU from
1974-77, frequently appears on national and local television, radio
talk shows, and is interviewed regularly by the newspaper media,
sharing her experience in the areas of exercise, health, wellness, and
women’s issues.

TRAYLOR HOWARD
Traylor Howard, an actress best known for her role as “Sharon” in the
hit TV Series “Two Guys and a Girl” (ABC).  Howard appeared in more
than 30 national commercials before winning the role of Joy on the
comedy series “Boston Commons.”  Her feature film credits include
“Me, Myself & Irene,” with Jim Carey (2000), “Dirty Work,” and
“Confessions of a Sexist Pig.”

GABRIELLE REECE
Gabrielle Reece is best known for her career in volleyball and as a
model.  Reece began modeling in 1989 and has appeared on the
covers of Women’s Sports & Fitness, Outside, SHAPE, Elle, Life and
others.  She is internationally recognized as a top fashion model and
spokesperson for several companies, including Nike. Reece has co-
wrote a book with Karen Karbo (July 1997) about her life as a pro
volleyball player “Big Girl in the Middle” and writes a column for
Women’s Sports & Fitness.

BURT REYNOLDS
Academy award nominee and Golden Globe winner, Burt Reynolds has
enjoyed enormous success as an actor and director in feature films,
television and stage productions.  Some of Burt’s most prominent
films include:  “Mystery Alaska”, “Striptease”, “Citizen Ruth”, “Deliv-
erance”, “Stroker Ace”, “Smokey and the Bandit” and many more.
Reynolds also starred in the hit television series “Evening Shade”.

DR. TONEA STEWART
Dr. Tonea Stewart is a professional actress, tenured Professor and
Director of Theatre Arts at Alabama State University.  As an actor, Dr.
Stewart is best known for her recurring role in “In the Heat of the Night”
as Aunt Etta Kibbe.  Dr. Sewart also had roles in John Grisham’s film
“A Time To Kill” protraying Samuel L. Jackson’s wife.  She won an
NAACP Image Award nomination as best supporting actress in 1997.
Dr. Stewart was the first African American female to receive a
doctorate from the FSU School of Threatre and the first McKnight
Doctoral Fellow in Theatre Arts.

NORM THAGARD
Former NASA Astronaut, Norm
Thagard was a mission specialist
on STS-7 in 1983 on Orbiter Chal-
lenger, the flight engineer on STS-
51B in 1985, also aboard Chal-
lenger and STS-30 in 1989, on Or-
biter Atlantis. He also served as the
payload commander on STS-42 in
1992, aboard the Shuttle Discovery
and was the cosmonaut researcher
on the Russian Mir 18 mission in
1995, which required he live and
train at the Gagarin Cosmonaut
Training Center at Star City, Russia
for more than one year prior to the
mission.  He logged over 140 days
in space during five space flights.

ROBERT URICH
Robert Urich, actor, is best known
for his roles as a private investiga-
tor on Vegas (1978) and “Spenser:
For Hire”(1985) and Captain on
UPN’s Love Boat: The Next Wave
(1998).  Urich came to FSU on a
four-year football scholarship.  While
at FSU, he earned a BA in Commu-
nications and later received an MA
at Michigan State University.

NORM THAGARD

ROBERT URICHBURT REYNOLDS
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Among low, roll ing hil ls, down moss-
draped canopy roads, within picturesque historical dis-
tricts, and across seas of flowering azaleas lies a magical
part of the Sunshine State-Tallahassee, Florida’s capital
city. With its intriguing combination of power-play politics
and classic character splashed with a twist of Southern
beauty and charm, Tallahassee is a side of Florida few
expect to find.

With the Gulf of Mexico just 25 miles south and the Georgia
border only 14 miles north, Tallahassee rests between the
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains and the juncture of
Florida’s panhandle and peninsula in an area known as “The
Big Bend.” Nearer in miles to Atlanta than to Miami,
Tallahassee more closely resembles its Georgia neighbor
than Florida in topography, climate and lifestyle.

Like the city itself, the story of how Tallahassee was chosen
as the state capital is rich in history. In 1823, two explorers
set out — one on horseback from St. Augustine and the
other by boat from Pensacola — to establish a permanent,
central location for the seat of government. The two met at
a beautiful site that the Creek and Seminole Indians called
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“tallahassee” — derived from the words “talwa,” meaning
town, and “ahassee,” meaning old. This historic meeting
place remains Florida’s capital today.

Boasting more than 145 properties listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, Tallahassee is a living showcase
of Florida history and heritage. The crowning jewel of
Florida’s historic “Capitol Hill” is the Old Capitol, beauti-
fully restored to its 1902 splendor complete with the red-
and-white striped awnings, a dome adorned with stained
glass, antique furnishings and political memorabilia. The
22nd-floor observatory of the New Capitol Building offers a
breathtaking view of this surprising Southern city, awash in
flowering azaleas, snowy dogwoods, towering pines, fra-
grant magnolias, and hundreds of lakes, springs, swamps,
rivers and sink holes.

Charming downtown historic districts graced with lush
linear parks lead visitors to the Knott House Museum, The
Columns, First Presbyterian Church, John G. Riley House
Museum and Old City Cemetery. Free walking tours and
replica turn-of-the-century street cars carry passengers to
antebellum mansions, picturesque churches and other
downtown delights.

Minutes from downtown lies the lush 52-acre natural habi-
tat and 1880s farm of the Tallahassee Museum of History
and Natural Science, home to the rare Florida panther and
other furry “natives.”

The area surrounding Tallahassee reveals numerous other
historic and archaeological treasures, such as De Soto
State Archaeological and Historical Site, Lake Jackson
State Archaeological Site, Mission San Luis, Natural Bridge
Battlefield and San Marcos de Apalache. Visitors can ex-
plore prehistoric Florida at the Museum of Florida History,
where they are greeted by a giant 12,000-year-old mast-
odon pulled from nearby Wakulla Springs.

On the shores of Wakulla Springs, alligators still laze
under the watchful eyes of “snake birds” perched on
twisted cypress trees. The site of many underwater scenes
in “Tarzan” movies, it’s one of the world’s deepest fresh-
water springs. Glass-bottomed boat tours across these
mystical waters are available.

Other sightseeing favorites include the floral master-
piece of Alfred B. Maclay State Gardens; Bradley’s Coun-
try Store; FAMU Black Archives; and the Tallahassee
Antique Car Museum. Nearby small towns offer fascinat-
ing excursions to places such as Pebble Hill Plantation,
Florida Caverns State Park, Monticello Opera House and
St. George Island.

Tallahassee is almost as rich in cultural treasures as it
is in history. A widely-acclaimed collection of art, sci-
ence and history museums and galleries, year-round
festivals and non-stop entertainment at the 14,000-seat
Tallahassee-Leon County Civic Center, feed a variety of
cultural appetites.

MUSEUMS AND CULTURE
The federal Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)
named the Tallahassee Museum of History and Natural Science
as one of the nation’s exemplary museums on September 19,
2000. The Tallahassee Museum, along with 176 other museums,
was selected out of a field of 823 applications from museums
throughout the nation in a highly competitive competition. The
museum features a 52-acre natural habitat zoo, nature trails,
authentic 1880s farmstead, hands-on Discovery Center, birds of
prey aviary, reptile exhibits, annual events and more!

Other points of interest include:
• Mary Brogan Museum of Art & Science

• Interactive hands-on science center and national traveling
art and science exhibitions.

• Mission San Luis

• Site of Spanish/Indian village settled from 1656-1704.
Ongoing excavations/ exhibits/reconstructions.

• Museum of Florida History

• Permanent exhibits include a nine-foot mastodon, Spanish
galleon treasures, Civil War memorabilia, reconstructed
steamboat and Prehistoric Florida plus traveling exhibits.

• Old Capitol Museum

• Restored to 1902 appearance featuring red candy-striped
awnings, stained glass dome, House and Senate Chambers,
Supreme Court and Governor’s office.

• Maclay State Gardens

• Enchanting floral architecture surrounds 1930s home of NY
financier Alfred B. Maclay.  Impressive grounds feature
200+ floral varieties plus hiking, biking and nature trails,
swimming, fishing and boating.

• Tallahassee Antique Car Museum

• Impressive showroom features award winning Chevys, one-
of-a-kind Ford Roadster, 1913 CarNation Tourer, 1931
Duesenberg, 1956 T-Bird, Delorean, Cadillacs, Corvettes
and more. Plus two original Bat Mobiles.

• The Capitol

• One of 5 tower Capitols in the U.S. features panoramic view
from 22-floor observatory/art gallery, House and Senate
viewing galleries.
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Visitors with a hunger for the great outdoors will find
Tallahassee ideal for all types of outdoor recreation-from
canoeing down dark, cypress-lined rivers and biking up
steep slopes to exploring backcountry wildernesses and
hunting for bobwhite quail. Area lakes, rivers, ponds and the
Gulf — just 30 minutes away — offer a paradise for boating and
fishing. Lakes Jackson and Talquin are renowned in the bass
fishing world for yielding the “big ones.” Local wildlife areas,
such as the St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge and Apalachicola
National Forest, are perfect spots for camping, picnicking,
swimming, biking and exploring.

And while Tallahassee also features eight golf courses and
plenty of places to raise a racquet, it’s a wild array of
spectator sports that leave the crowds screaming for more.
The Florida State Seminoles and Florida A&M Rattlers
provide collegiate action while the Tallahassee Thunder is
the city’s featured arena football team.  And always a sure
bet are the nearby greyhound races.

For another favorite “sport” — shopping — two large
regional malls and many specialty centers offer an array of
“playing options,” from popular chains to curiosity and
antique shops. Unique shopping locales include downtown
parks, lakeside cottages and small Southern towns. Talla-
hassee serves a scrumptious selection of tantalizing res-
taurants ranging from fast food to five-star. Local special-
ties include homemade country sausage, melt-in-your-
mouth steaks, wild game and succulent seafood fresh
from the Gulf.

From luxury to economy, accommodations are plentiful and
include restored bed and breakfast’s, rustic “gentlemen”
lodges, beachside escapes and comfortable chain hotels.
For those who choose to follow in the footsteps of early
travelers, Tallahassee also boasts 15 beautiful campsites.
Continuous air service, Amtrak and four major highways
make it easy for visitors to get to Tallahassee. But no matter
how you arrive, the history and hospitality of Tallahassee
make it difficult to ever leave for long.

TALLAHASSEE’S AN ALL-AMERICA CITY!
On June 26, 1999, judges from the National Civic
League named Tallahassee as one of 10 cities to
win the prestigious All-America City (AAC) award
from the 1999 All-America City conference in
Philadelphia.  The All-America City award is the
most prestigious and coveted award a commu-
nity can win.  The annual award recognizes
exemplary, grassroots and problem-solving ef-
forts of communities that cooperatively tackle
challenges and achieve measurable results.  Judg-
ing is based on the overall level of community
involvement in solving critical local problems,
including public-private partnerships.

“This is clearly one of the most exciting things
to ever happen to Tallahassee,” said a jubilant
Mayor Scott Maddox.  “For those of us who call
Tallahassee home, the All-America City award
verifies what we’ve known for so long — that we
have one of the greatest cities in all of America!”
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CANOPY ROADS
The abundance of  trees and timber is a resource uncommon
to many other areas of  the state.  The beauty of  the local
trees is exemplified in Maclay Gardens State Park, which is
the site of  several of  Florida’s champion trees including the
flowering Dogwood, the Hawthorn tree, the Horsesugar tree,
the Sweetbay Magnolia and the Silverbell tree.  These trees
and others often extend their branches over the roadway to
create a canopied effect, a feature that is held in high esteem
by local residents and visitors.

Annual January temperature: ........................... 40-63° F
Annual July temperature: ................................. 72-91° F
Yearly average maximum temperature: ..................78.7°
Yearly average minimum temperature: ...................55.7°
Yearly average days above 90 degrees: ................... 91.0

Yearly average days below 32 degrees: ................... 35.7

POPULATION
City of Tallahassee: 148,400

Leon County: 243,3003,300

WHERE’S THE BEACH?
Where sunny days are filled with the great
outdoors...where time is measured by tides and life’s
rhythms move with the surf...beaches are just a short
drive from Tallahassee.

Alligator Point
Natural dune public beach, 45 miles south of Tallahassee

Carrabelle
Coarse public beach, featuring swimming and shell-
ing, 60 miles southwest of Tallahassee

Dekle Beach
Pristine sandy beach, clear water featuring boating,
swimming, picnicking and more, 70 miles east of
Tallahassee

Mashes Sands Beach
Public beach, shallow bay water featuring swimming
and crabbing, 40 miles southwest of Tallahassee

St. George Island
Pristine 29-mile barrier island beach, clear water,
featuring swimming, shelling, boating, and fishing, 80
miles southwest of Tallahassee

Shell Point
Lovely, small peninsula surrounded by St. Marks
Wildlife refuge. Secluded beach and clear water that is
popular for sailing and windsurfing, 25 miles south of
Tallahassee

CLIMATE
Tallahassee has the mild, moist
climate characteristics of the Gulf
States and experiences a subtropi-
cal summer similar to the rest of
Florida.  In contrast to the Florida
peninsula, however, the pan-
handle, of which Tallahassee is a
part, experiences four seasons.


