
68:00 Last year alone, Florida State athletes contributed over 4,500 volunteer hours in service to           



69:00         the community and helped to raise $64,000 for charities.



70:00 Seminole sports teams have a combined .689 all-time winning percentage         



71:00        and have earned 7,549 victories.



72:00 Florida State soccer is in the top seven in the nation when it comes to the amount of success         
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F lorida State soccer played its first
game September 2, 1995 and its first
season was played on a field that is

now a parking lot. In the last eight years so
much has changed. The team has gone
from an intramural field with temporary
bleachers to one of the nation’s premiere
soccer facilities. It has risen from the bottom
of the ACC to competing for the top spot in
the conference every year. The program is
now a fixture in the NCAA Tournament and
is one of the seven most successful women’s
soccer programs started in the last decade.
It’s hard to imagine that it all started in
September of 1995 on an intramural field in
front of 623 fans.

After recording the first win in school
history in the program’s second game ever,
a 5-1 win over West Florida, Heather Kerby-
Nelson’s 1995 Seminoles went on to record
three more victories in the program’s first
season. Some of the highlights from the first
season included an 11-0 win over Jackson-
ville and a double overtime game against
national power and top-ranked North
Carolina that the Heels eventually won 3-1.
As all first-year programs usually do, FSU
took its lumps in year one but made a
quantum leap in 1996.

After just one season of existence, the
second-year Seminoles had one of the best
seasons in program history. The team
rebounded from a 4-14-1 record to go 12-7-
1 and also recorded the first two conference
wins in program history. The Seminoles first
ever ACC win came in a 1-0 victory over
Clemson October 20, 1996. The win was
also the programs first against a nationally
ranked team as the Tigers came to Tallahas-
see ranked as high as No. 10. The Clemson
win wasn’t the team’s only victory over an
ACC squad or a ranked team though.
Florida State knocked off another top 10
team later in the year as they secured the
program’s second-ever win over a confer-
ence foe with a 4-2 victory over No. 10 NC
State. The wins over two top 10 teams
brought FSU its first national recognition as
the team received votes in a national poll for
the first time and showed up in the regional
rankings for the first time at No. 10.

The Tribe couldn’t build on the success
of 1996 as the team slipped below .500 in
1997 and 1998, which led to Patrick Baker’s
hiring before the 1999 season. The second
coach in program history immediately
improved the Seminoles fortunes in 1999.
He recorded the second most wins in
program history in his first season on board
and led FSU back into the regional rankings
for the first time since 1996. His 1999 team
also tied the record for the longest winning
streak on two occasions (four games). After
opening the season with two losses, Baker’s
squad went 9-6-1 over the next 16 games
including wins over every in-state team the
rest of the way. In fact after a loss to Miami
in August of 1999, Baker’s teams won 12 in
a row against in-state competition and has
gone 22-1 overall against teams from
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Florida since then.
Baker laid the foundation for the

program’s unprecedented success in 1999.
After just one season in Tallahassee, Baker’s
2000 FSU soccer team not only made its first
appearance in the NCAA Tournament but
also advanced to the Sweet 16. He led the
team to the school’s first-ever win against
National Champion North Carolina and FSU
not only broke through for the first time
ever against Florida but the Seminoles beat
the Gators twice in 2000 including a win in
Gainesville in the second round of the
NCAA Tournament. The wins over Florida
and UNC marked the first time in NCAA
history a women’s soccer team defeated the
last two national champions in one season.
After recording wins over Texas A&M and
Wake Forest also, on top of the NCAA
Tournament success, the Tribe ended the
year ranked in the top 15 in all three
national polls, the program’s first ever
national rankings. Baker was named the
southeast’s top coach and the runner-up for
national coach of the year honors.

Unlike the 1997 season when FSU had
trouble recapturing the magic from the year
before, Baker’s Seminoles had another
remarkable campaign in 2001. With the first
top 10 recruiting class in school history on
board (No. 8 in the nation by SoccerBuzz),
the Seminoles made a return trip to the
NCAA Tournament where the team won its
opening round game for the second year in
a row. Baker’s team recorded the most wins
ever in a single season with 15 and finished
the year ranked in the top 20 in every
national poll. The biggest achievement
though was the team’s success inside of the
nation’s best soccer conference. Not only
did FSU finish third in the conference and
win four ACC games, surpassing the
conference win total from the previous five
years combined, but the Tribe made a run
at the ACC Tournament championship for
the first time. In 2000 FSU advanced into
the ACC semifinals for the first time after a
shootout win over Wake Forest but that was
nothing compared to 2001. Baker’s team
opened the ACC Tournament with a 7-2
blasting of Maryland, the school’s first ACC
Tournament win, as they moved into the
semifinal round for the second straight
season. After an epic 150-minute scoreless
battle with Virginia, sophomore keeper Ali
Mims saved three penalty kicks in the
shootout and Ashlee Fontes’ final PK sent
FSU into its first-ever conference champion-
ship game.

In 2000 the Seminoles advanced into
the Sweet 16 but didn’t have the success in
the ACC Baker would have liked. In 2001
the team played for its first-ever ACC
Championship but didn’t get as deep into
the NCAA Tournament as the 2000 squad.
In 2002 Baker’s team accomplished both
goals on top of establishing the best
winning percentage in team history.  The
Tribe returned to the Sweet 16, once again
finished in the upper half of the ACC and

also had a .630 winning percentage as they
recorded 13 or more wins for the third
straight season. The 2002 squad went
undefeated on the road in the regular
season for the first time ever and established
itself as one of the top programs in the
south as they finished second in the region
behind only North Carolina.

With three straight trips to the NCAA
Tournament, three consecutive top 15
rankings, two Sweet 16’s and 42 wins in the
last three seasons, the third-most in the ACC,
Florida State soccer has come a long way
since 1995. Baker’s success this decade has
moved FSU into an elite class of just 14 teams
that have been to two Sweet 16’s in the last
three years and Seminole soccer is now a
major player on the national stage.  n

         by any program started within the last decade.


