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Stetson, Mercer Ousted In NAIA Play

ESU Faces GTC For Title

Co-favorites Florida State and |
Georgla Teachers followed u\oi
form chart to the letter last night, |
disposing of game but outclassed I
Stetson and Mercer quintels to
ga:n tonight's finale of the Dis-
trict 25 NAIA basketball playolls.

FSU and Georgia Teachers,
with identical 20-3 season's rec-
ords, clash at 8:05 at Florida High
gym tonight for the Georgia-Flor-
ida position in the national NAIA
tounament at Kansas City, March
7-12,

EVEN MATCH

Coach Bud Kennedy's Semi-
noles knocked off Georgla Teach-

lers, 7567, in & regular season

inmc here in September, but to- |

‘night's joust is a toss-up on the
'bas's of the Professors’ l4game
winning streak. FSU has won 15
of its past 16 starts, 14 in a row
in Tallahassee.

Both favorites experienced dif-
ficulty at one time or another in
first-round action. Georgla Teach-
ers led defending district cham-
pion Mercer by only one point
(40-39) at halftime, But the Tu-

tors started rolling after inter-
mhuonnnd.sm:nedtoau-n

verdict,

It could have been worse, but
Mercer froze the ball for the last
90 seconds to keep high-scoring
Teachers from hitting 100 points.

STETSON SURGE

FSU opened up against Stetson
as ¥ it would pass the century
mark. But after tralling by
50-38 at halftime, Stetson pulled
within four points with five min-
utes left before the Seminoles
opened up for their 86-77 triumph.

Center Chester Webb, highest
scorer in the Southeast, broke
Mercer's back with 39 points, 25
in the first half. Webb now has
763 points for a 283 average.
Guard Don Wallen bagged 20
points for Teachers and Tommy
Mixon, Mercer's valuable senior,
collected 27 points in his final
performance for the Bears,

Center Gary Wold pitched in
18 first-half points to get FSU off
to a good start against Stetson.
But forward Dave Howard and
reserve center Keith King started

mmurusmmwu
gap to 76-72 with three minutes

left,

PROTECT LEAD

A layup by Ham Wernke and
a pair of free tosses by Rick Ben-
son made it 80-72, and FSU used
a semistall to protect its ad-
vantage the rest of the way,
Seminole guard, Jimmy Oler
had his worst night in a month
for the Seminoles, but still
meshed 18 points to set a new
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Totals ... ... ... 28 30 23 86
Halftime score Florida State 50,
Stetson 38

Free throws missed: Stetson (14)—
Layer 2, Howard, Crumpton 4, Kitch-
ens, Stones, Revnolds, Hopkins 2,
King, Cassidy. FSU (17)—Artmeier 2,
Wold 2, Benson 7, Oler 3, Williams
2, Twomey,
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