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FSU ‘still at war’
despite rejection

Special to the Democrat

LAFAYETTE, La. — Florida State’s
basketball team lost a big battle then
won a small one here Thursday, but as
far as Coach Hugh Durham is con-
cerned, the war is still on.

After being rejected by the NCAA
when post-season tournament invita-
tions were handed out Thursday after-
noon, the Seminoles went out and

past, Southwestern Louisiana
§8-65 at Blackham Fieldhouse Thursday
night.

“It’s a disappointing and frustrating
thing,” Durham said, “and we feel sorry
for ourselves right now. But in two or
three weeks we might be in New York
winning the NIT, with everybody slap-
ping everybody on the back.

“And that wouldn't have been possi-
ble if we had lost tonight.”

The Seminoles, now 21-5, went
through the motions well enough to win
their eighth straight, and have now won
16 of their last 17. All of which makes
the disappointment that more intense.

“When we came out here,” Durham
said, “I thought we were going to get a
bid. There was no question in my mind
that we deserved it."

But Durham and his team sat ar-
ound the motel Thursday afternoon and
waited for the good news that never
came.

“We sat and we waited," he said.
“First we heard that Marquette was
invited and they accepted. Then Neva-
da-Las Vegas, then Notre Dame. We
didn’t think about the game all day.”

Those three teams, along with Vir-
ginia Tech, accepted four of the five
bids offered to independents. The fifth is
still undecided, but the NCAA selection
committee has clearly stated that it will

g0 to the second place team in the Big 8
or Western Athletic Conference, or inde-
pendent DePaul (19-8).

Obviously upset, Durham refused to
say anything about the committee’s
selections.

“We're 21-5.” he said, “but I'm not
going to say anything right now. At a
time like this, you're liable to say some-
thing that you shouldn't, and I don't
want to do that. I just want a few days
to think it over.”

He expressed special regret for the
three Florida State seniors — Greg
Grady, Zach Perkins, and Larry Warren
— who will play their final game Satur-
day night in Da

“I really feel bad for our seniors,”
he said. “The school will always have
War.lnotherchme.htw
players don't.

“We're supposed to be men, but
there are some times in your life when

hits you. We're really
down, but we don't want people to feel
sorry for us. This is something we can
handle among ourselves — on our own.”

The team’s tment was all
too obvious in their on the court. A
team that the Seminoles had crushed
110-70 earlier this season in Tully Gym
never trailed by more than 10 in this

“We were flat," stated Durham.
“I'm pleased that we won the game, but
not with our performance. We just
couldn't get untracked.” -

The Ragin’ Cajuns threw up a pesky,
aggressive defense that kept the
numbed Seminoles in check most of the
night. Grady, who has played so well of
late, was limited to just two points, and
the only Seminoles in double figures
were outside-shooting David Thompson



“We didn't handle their pressure
well at all,” said Durham. “We could
have drawn fouls taking the ball inside,

but we took the easy way out and
The Cajuns won the rebounding bat-

and Carlton Byrd.
tle 45-37.
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