


Tough From Top
To Bottom

Louisville senior
Darrell Griffith

BY BILL BUCHALTER
Orlando Sentinel - Star

The Doctor of Dunk is still operating
at Louisville.

Virginia Tech still has the court
wisdom of Solomon.

The Mule is expected
Florida State stubborn.

Darrell Griffith is THE doctor of
dunk for perennial national power
Louisville.

Dale Solomon is just a rising Virginia
Tech sophomore but his hulking
frame is expected to make Charles Moir
a wise old coach.

Murray Brown is the Mule. He’s so
stubborn about his shot selection that
he led the nation in percentage shooting
and threatens to break Bill Walton’s
career accuracy mark with a senior
season similar to last year.

The presence of Griffith, Solomon
and Brown alone would tend to create
excitement for the Metro Conference’s
fifth season.

Instead, they help add to the loving
confusion of a basketball grab bag, that
when fully shaken, will produce mixed-
up results.

In other words, the Metro will be at
its toughest from top to bottom though
the Darrell Griffiths and the Dale
Solomons and the Murray Browns
make the Louisvilles and the Virginia
Techs and the Florida States the paper
favorites.
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It also means, explained Tulane’s
Roy Dantforth in his most colorful
Danforthism, “that when you go on the
road now, you're liable to get your
lunch in your hands.”

The feeling is unanimous that this
promises to become the toughest of
Metro campaigns yet, with tournament
time in Louisville offering a true second
season. “The tournament,” says St.
Louis” Ron Ekker, “should be a ding-
dong.”

So should the regular season race.

“I expect the league to be much
stronger,” sighed Moir. “It should be
great for the fans and tough on the
coaches which is the way its supposed
to be. Lots of good matchups, I
guarantee you that.”

“l expect the league to be a lot
tougher from top to bottom,” said
FSU’s Joe Williams. “I think we’ll be
better but then everybody else will be
better, too.”

“From a conference standpoint--top
to bottom--there’s no question we’re
much stronger,” said Danforth.
“Virginia Tech won the tournament and




Metro Forecast

continued

has the bulk of their players returning.
Louisville won the conference, and
basically has everybody back. Florida
State has Dillard (Mickey) back and the
other schools all had pretty good
recruiting years.”

“My personal feeling,” explained
Ekker, “is that it’s much tougher than
last year. We have three teams
(Louisville, Virginia Tech and FSU)
who have to be considered high caliber
not only in our league but nationally. At
least two, perhaps all three, deserve to
be in the Top 20. When you have that
caliber in the top of your league, you
have to be strong. And the other four
are probably better balanced.”

Newcomer Dana Kirk of Memphis
State thinks the Metro “is one of the, if
not, THE toughest league in the
country. There's a lot tradition. And
this year looks to be the strongest. An
up year with three teams deserving a
shotat the Top 10 UNLESS they knock
each other out.”

So you see, the coaches believe.

Are they just sparring, looking for the
winning opening?

Seeing is believing. Seeing the
returning standouts on the rosters.

It’s true that Louisville lost Larry
Williams to graduation and Bob Turner
to the books, but the Cardinals return
Griffith, and redshirt Poncho Wright
and freshman Rodney McCray and
sophomore veterans Derek Smith and
Scooter McCray. This won't be the
biggest Louisville team ever put on the
floor, but it will be quick and exciting.
And, yes, they can all jump and dunk
and intend to continue the label of
Doctors of Dunk.

The 6-foot-3 Griffith, of course, is the
catalyst. He leaps, he shoots, he
rebounds and his defense has improved.

Williams is anxious to see Dillard
back in action. He was only available
for two games last year, averaging 20
points. Then the 6-2 junior (he got
a medical redshirt last year) shattered
his shinbone in a freak practice
accident. He has worked hard to get
ready to play.

“His leg seems to be doing fine,” said
Williams. “One leg is still not as strong
as the other though it’s stronger than the
doctor thought it would be at this time.”

Dillard, Bobby Parks, Tony Jackson,
James Bozeman, Ed Chatman and
Brown all started at one time or all the
time for FSU last year. All return and
are complemented by 6-9 Flvis
Rolle, a redshirt. Rodney Arnold, a 6-4
Furman transfer and redshirt,
will be eligible after the first four games.
Pernell Tookes also returns as a more
confident player as a sophomore.

Tulane sophomore Micah Blunt

Missing will be Kris Anderson, who
will apparently be red-shirted while he
works out his academic woes, and
Donnie Cox, an Indiana transfer who is
trying to regain eligibility at Lake City
(Fla.) Community College.

Moir expects Virginia Tech to be
improved. “We lost Ashford (Marshall)
and Price (Tic),” hesaid. “and we’ll miss
them. We lost a lot of quickness, but 1
think we will shoot the ball better, and
that more experience and maturity will

help us become a better team.”

Florida State senior Murray Brown

Virginia Tech senior Wayne Robinson

But Solomon and Wayne Robinson,
two guys who qualify for Fordham’s
Seven Blocks of Granite, play like
three guys around the basket. The 235-
pound Solomon and 230-pound
Robinson tilt the court at Blacksburg
with their NFL look. Dexter Reid

continued page 5
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provides the outside spark and Moir has
alot more where they came from.

Tulane will field its first all-Danforth
team.

“Our strength is in our lower classes.”
admits Danforth. “It takes awhile to
think along the same lines, learn the
same philosophy as the coach. We've
got a very young team with only three
seniors on the squad. We will need to be
mentally tougher.”

But the majority of Green Wave
players are now Danforth recruits. They
understand what he wants. One of
them, sophomore Joe Holston, was
voted MVP by his teammates as a
freshman. Another, Micah Blunt
showed promise as a frosh, playing his
best against the Metro’s best big men.
They complement senior leader Carlos
Zuniga.

Ekker, on the other hand, has more

maturity in his lineup.

Four seniors and two seasoned junior
college transfers are among his top eight
Billikens.

“We feel we're better,” he explained.
“Not where 1 would like to be, but we
have improved ourselves as a team. The
kids coming back are better prepared to
play with our system.” Particularly 6-7
Kelvin  Henderson, one of the
Metro’s top players a year ago.

“As the season moves along,” Ekker
promised, “things will change. We
should be a different team in the
tournament than we are in the
beginning of the year.”

Three returning senior starters, rising
soph Bob Mueller, a pair of junior
college prospects dnd an exciting
freshman guard (LaTodd Johnson)
figure to be Ekker’s blend.

But youth will probably be served
best at Memphis State. That’s where
Kirk will try to replace eight players in

the program who no longer are around.

EIGHT.

“We lost 63.7 of our 79.6 points,”
moaned Kirk.

Only guard Otis Jackson returns and

that’s a starting point.

Then Kirk got rugged Dennis Isbell
back in the program after a year’s
absence. He signed two Memphis prep
stars to reestablish roots for the
program. He added Steve Meacham,
another ex-Tiger who has been out of
the program.

“I'm just glad to use the term
rebuilding, though,” explains Kirk.
“That means we've been there before.

“We will have to play hard, because
we’re not as talented as before. We have
a new coach, a new system and new
people. I doubt another team in the
country has lost as many players as we
have.”

Among the new faces are 6-6 transfer
Garry Taylor and 6-8 freshman A.
Maceo Battle.

Cincinnati still has super quick Eddie
Lee to show the way to a bevy of junior
college newcomers, but Coach Ed
Badger is still bemoaning the loss of Pat
Cummings, one of the great centers in
Metro Conference history. Rising soph
Doug Schloemer gives the Bearcats
another dimension with his jumping
ability and enthusiasm,
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The Metro In
Review

1978-79 Metro Conference Basketball Standings

Team Conference Overall Off. Avg. Def. Avg.
Louisville 9-1 900 24- 8 750 80.9 70.2
Florida State 7-3 700 19-10 655 76.7 73.6
Memphis State 5-5 .500 13-15 464 79.5 7755
Virginia Tech # 4-6 .400 22-9 710 82.2 137
Cincinnati 4-6 400 13-14 48] 722 72.6
St. Louis 3-7 300 10-17 370 71.8 70.5
Tulane 2-8 200 8-19 296 73.4 80.2

# Won Metro Conference post-season tournament

1979 Metro Conference NCAA Tournament Results
Tournament Results Louisville 69, South Alabama 66

Arkansas 73, Louisville 62
Site:
Mid-South Coliseum, Mempbhis, Tenn.
Virginia Tech 80. Cincinnati 74
Florida State 101, Tulane 92

Virginia Tech 70, Jacksonville 53
Indiana State 86, Virginia Tech 69

Memphis State 62, St. Louis 58 FINAL POLLS
Virginia Tech 72. Louisville 68 AP Louisville 13
Florida State 35, Memphis State 34 UPI Louisville 19

Virginia Tech 68, Florida State 60
(Championship)

1978-79 METRO CONFERENCE STATISTICS

SCORING
PLAYER SCHOOL G FG FT PTS AVG
Cummings Cincinnati 27 270 121 661 24.5
Brown Florida State 29 237 155 629 21.7
Griffith Louisville 32 241 107 589 18.4
Solomon Virginia Tech 30 205 124 584 17.8
Bradley Memphis State 19 128 42 298 1547
Glass St. Louis 26 145 76 366 14.1
Turner Louisville 32 162 118 437 13.7
Henderson St. Louis 27 161 46 368 13.6 {
Robinson Virginia Tech 31 162 96 420 13.5 '
FIELD GOAL PERCENTAGE REBOUNDING f'
Name G FG-FGA PCT Name G NO AVG
Brown, Fla. State 25 198-287 690 Cummings, Cin. 26 289 1.1
Smith, Louisville 28 109-162 690 Bradley, Mem. St. 18 165 9.2
Shaver, St. Lo. 24 126-216 583 Rufus, Mem. St. 12 110 9.2
Anderson, Fla. St. 20 89-154 578 Robinson, Va. Tech 25 225 9.0
Solomon, Va, Tech30 205-363 566 Brown, Fla. St. 25 209 8.4
FREE THROW PERCENTAGE ASSISTS
Name G FG-FTA PCT Name G NO AVG
Anderson, Fla. St. 20 58-69 84| Lige, Cin: 24 175 7.0
Fromm, Mem. St. 25 50-60 833 Jackson, Fla. St. 25 140 5.6
Cummings, Cin. 25 105-128 820 Reid. Va. Tech 25 108 4.3
Henson, Va. Tech 25 56-69 812 Jackson, Mem. St. 25 94 3.8
Lee; Cin. 24 56-70 800 Holston, Tulane 25 90 3.6
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FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

Trainer — John Mooney
Aides — Jim Towey

Head Coach — Joe Williams
Assistants — Bob Dotson, John Jones,

Frank Gilmore

Alphabetical Roster

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. cl. Hometown

43  Kris Anderson C-F 6-9 220 Sr. Yulce, Fla.

10 Rodney Arnold G 6-4 195 So. Kingsport, Tenn.
34  Murray Brown F 6-8 205 Sr. Tampa, Fla.

24  Greg Collinsworth F 6-5 195 So. Titusville, Fla.
35 Jerry Cox G 6-4 180 Sr. Indianapolis, Ind.
22  Mickey Dillard G 6-3 170 Jr. Dania, Fla.

3  Marvin Haynes G 6-2 180 Fr. Lake Placid, Fla.
23 TonyJackson G 6-0 165 Sr. Lexington, Ky.
33 Donnie Kuhl C 6-9 235 Sr. Orlando, Fla.

32  Scott Matchett G 6-3 185 Jr. Jacksonville, Fla.
11 Bobby Parks G 5-11 160 Jr. Clearwater, Fla.
42  Elvis Rolle C 6-10 216 Jr: Ft. Pierce, Fla.
54 Pernell Tookes F 6-6 185 So. Orlando, Fla.
12  EdYoung G 6-3 172 Fr. Houston, Tex.
FLORIDA A & M UNIVERSITY

Head Coach — Josh Giles

Ass’t Coach — Tony Fields

Grad Ass’t — Tim Esposito

Alphabetical Roster

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wit. Cl. Hometown
10  Tony Barber G 6-1 163 So. Trenton, N.J.
33 Charles Biggs P 6-6 200 So. Pahokee, Fla.
24  Thaddeus Bruce G 6-0 170 Jr. Tallahassee, Fla.
20 Alex Bunion G 6-0 175 So. Havana, Fla.
52  Barry Dawkins P 6-8 175 Jr. New York, N.Y.
35 Paul Grady F 6-6 195 Jr. New York, N.Y.
15 Donald Hall F 6-5 190 Fr. Murfreesboro, N.C.
22 Bobby Harper F 6-4 192 So. Frostproof, Fla.
42  Anthony Knighton F 6-5 201 Fr. Cuthbert, Ga.
40  William Myles 3 6-4 205 Fr. Chicago, lll.
12 James Pickney G 6-2 180 Fr. Trenton, N.J.
25 Raymone Robertson G 6-3 179 So. Newport News, Va.
54  William Rockemore E 6-5 200 So. Atlanta, Ga.
11 Eddie Rush G 5-11 167 Fr. Columbus, Ga.
45 Darryl Spence F 6-5 195 So. Detroit, Mich.




FFICIAL NCAA BASKETBALL BOX SCORE

ISITORS (Last Name, First)

pate_Nov. 30,1975site -‘Ellakass::cj Ela.,

o. FG | FGA | FT | FTa || Res | PR ™ || A|TO|BK| S |MN
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*| TEAM REBOUNDS (Included in Totals) -/ -
- TOTALS 261660 // 1 22 7P 22 | &3 8123 215 |20 |
FG %: 1st Half 437 2nd Half Game 39 % Deadball
s FT %: 1st Hatf 507 2nd Half Game 5070 B, 5
lo. FG FGA FT FTA REB PF TP A TO |BLK| S MIN
$2| Koue  ELvis i 1,2 175 18 /77 |34 3 |32 ||/ 1412 |0 |30
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1 | Farks, Beobby g2 |4 |2z |20 216 4121212 |30
4 Tooxes , FernvaLL 3 19 2 ({3 379 =2 {| 8 / | 710 {/ (2]}
4| Corinswoemn, Gres O |/ 2 | 2 P33 £ | 2 /117 1/ 112
25| Cox Jerry / | 2 |« ol | - [ ¢ olololo |7
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TEAM REBOUNDS (Included in Totals) 8
TOTALS 32 165 | 25 | 34 [[2%340] 25 5%)4 /817516 |9 1%
FG %: 1st Half __ @ 7o 2nd Half Game o
FT %: 1:tHaIf 18 2nd Half Game__ 7370 e 8
FEICIALS: ?usse// //ALC}/ GosiER SCORE BY PERIODS 1stH. 2ndH. OT _OT FINAL
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\ttendance py National Collegiate Athletic Association 1976 plo"‘df‘- Stete |49 |52 /0/




FIRST HALF

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY VS. FLORIDA A & M UNIVERSITY NOVEMBER 30, 19789

. Tully Gym
FOR FSU: Dillard, Jackson, Brown, Parks, Rolle Tallahassee, FL
FOR FAMU: Bruce, Grady, Spence, Robertson, Knighton
TIME FLORIDA STATE SCORE FLORIDA A § M
19+ 37 Brown layup 2-0
19:25 Dillard jumper 4-0
18:22 Dillard 1 for 1 5-0
18:56 5-2 Knighton jumper
18:47 5-2 Knighton pfl
18:30 Jackson pfl 5-2
18:08 . Rolle jumper 7-2
17:44 7-4 Robertson jumper
17:36 Dillard layup 9=y
1710 Dillard layup 11-4
17:05 11-4 TIME OUT
16:38 Dillard pfl 11-4 Bruce 1 of 2
11-5
16336 Brown pf 2 11-5
16:20 11-7 Knighton jumper
16:02 Rolle 2 of 2 13-7 Knighton pf?2
15:08 Rolle layup 15-7
Rolle pfl ,
14:47 15-9 Robertson jumper
14:12 15-11 Spence jumper
13:47 Parks Jjumper 17-11
13:07 Brown layup 19-11 )
12:40 19-13 Knighton jumper
12:=22 ‘Rolle jumper 21-13 Spence pf?2
12:22 Rolle makes 1 of 1 22-13
12:07 22-15 Robertson jumper
11:53 Dillard jumper 24-15
11:03 Rolle jumper . 26-15
10:59 26-15 TIME OUT
10:42 Dillard layup 28-15
10:01 Tookes tip in. 30-15
9:37 Parks pfl ' 30-15
513 Rolle pfl 30-15
§:13 Myles misses 1 of 1
8:60 : 30-17 Grady layup
8:36 30-17 Harper pfl
7:34 - Dillard jumper 32-17
7:10 Technical on Jackson 32-17 - Barber makes 1 of 2
32-20 Myles makes 2 of 2
6:34 Tookes Jjumper 34-20
6:15 34-20 Myles pfl
6:15 Jackson makes 2 of 2 36-20
5:56 36-20 Harper pf?2
5:56 Parks makes 2 of 2 38-20
5:32 Dillard layup 40-20
5:10 40-22 Myles jumper
4:58 Brown jumper 42-22
4:40 ' 42-22 Bruce pf2
4:40 Brown misses 1+ 42-22
4:36 Tookes pfl ; 42-22
4:36 42-24 Myles makes 2 of 2
4:26 Tookes layup G =24
3:49 4y-26 Grady layup
3:36 Dillard jumper 46-26
3209 4L6-26 Grady pf2
3:09 Brown misses 1+ 46-26
3:08 Cox pfl 46-26 #40
3:08 46-26 Baxxi¥sk misses 1+
2:34 46-26 Grady pf?2
2:34 Dillard makes 1 of 2 47-26
2322 L7-28 Spence layup
2216 @ 48-28
2:16 Dillard makes X of 2 49-28
2:08 439-30 Spence layup
1:45 Bmxx Cox 49-32 Spence pf
L:u3 Dillard pf2 4g9-32 Grady misses 1+

FIRST HALF SCORE 49-32



OFFICIAL NCAA BASKETBALL BOX SCORE

VISITORS (Last Name, First)

Date. 11-30-79 site -lallalxassaej Fla..
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FG %: 1st Half
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Game
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OT OT Fl
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SECOND HALF

FLORIDA STATE VS. FAMU

NOVEMBER 30, 1979

CONTINUED...

TIME FLORIDA STATE SCORE FLORIDA A &€ M
19
XX:36 Dillard Jjumper 51-32
19:16 51-32 P. Grady pfl
18:22 51-34 Robertson jumper
17337 51-36 Bunion layup
17:17 Brown jumper 53-36
16:56 Brown rfirst team foul 53+36
16:37 Jackson pf3 53-36
18317 Brown dunk 55 XXXZXE 36
16:17 1 1 55-36 Robertson pf
16:27 Brown makes X of X 56-36
15:15 Dillard jumper 58-36
15:10 58-36 TIME OUT
©14:57 58-38 Spence jumper
14:25 Rolle dunk 60-38
14:1y 60-40 P. Grady Jjumper
14:03 Parks Jjumper 62-40
13:43 Brown dunk BL4-L40
12:51 Dillard jumper 66-40
12137 66-42 Robertson jumper
12129 Brown layup 68-L472
12:11 Dillard pf3 68-42
XXXXX
12:083 68-42 Biggs pfl
1lz81 68-42 Knighton pf3
11:51 Brown makes 2 of 2 70-42 )
11:49 70-49 Bunion pfl
11:41 Dillard jumper 72-42
13221 72-42 Biggs pf2
11:11 7212 Biggs pf3
1331 72-42 TIME OUT
2 i 8 e e Rolle 1 of X¥ 2 73-472
13:;02 Tookes pf2 73-42
10:13 Brown pfl 73-42
10:13 73-44L P. Grady makes 2 of 2
. 10303 Rolle dunk 75-44
9:43 75-46 P. Grady Jjumper
9213 75-46 Knighton pfh
913 Rolle makes 1 of 2 76-46 :
8:55 76-4L38 Knighton jumper (KNIGHTON
8217 . 76-50 Spence jumper FOULS 0OUT)
8207 Rolle dunk . 78-50 .
7:34 78-50 P. Grady pf3
7:34 Collingsworth makes
2 of 2 80-50
7:04 80-50 Myles pf2
7:04 Rolle makes 1 of 2 81-50
6:52 Rolle pf3 81-50
Bz 29 Collinsworth pfl 81-50
6:29 Bruce misses 1+ 81-50
6210 Rolle jumper 83-50
5:565 83-52 Bruce jumper
5:40 Rolle dunk 85-52
5:30 Jackson pfl 85-52
5:30 85-52 Bruce misses 2 of 2
5:28 85-54 Myles jumper
5:04 85-54 Myles pf3
5:04 Rolle makes 2 of 2 87-54
4:55 87-56 P. Grady jumper
4:55 Collinsworth pf2 87-56
4:55 87-57 P. Grady makes 1 of 1
4:38 Rolle layup 89-57
4:19 Rolle jumper 91-57
L:11 91-57 Bruce pf3
4:11 TIME OUT



SECOND HALF (CONT)

FSU VS FAMU

11/30/79

TIME FLORIDA STATE SCORE FLORIDA A &€ M

3:59 misses 91-57 Biggs pfu

3:59 Tookes makmrxikxwm 91-57

3:51 Collinsworth pf3 91-57

3:51 91-57 Rockemore misses 2 of 2

3:43 Haynes layup 93-57

3:26 Parks pf2 93-57

3:09 AHZK Cox layup 95-57

2:56 95-59 P. Grady jumper

2:38 95-59 BIGGS FOULS OUT

2:38 Tookes makes 2 of 2 97-59

2:04 97-59 Rockemore pfl

2:04 Cox makes 1 of 2 898-59

1:40 Young layup 100-59

Qis 27 Collinsworth pfl 100-59 :

127 100-61 Rockemore makes 2 of 2
¢ 58 100-61 Rockemore pf2
:53 Cox makes 1 of 2 101-61
+ 17 101-63 P. Grady layup
:09 Haynes pfl 101-63

FSU EEE 101 63 FAMU

END OF SECOND HALF



