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FSU beaten at the buzzer again

Memphis State
steals it 70-68

By Gerald Ensley

Domocrat stat! writer

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Incredible.
With eight seconds to play Saturda

Y,
the Florida State men’s basketball team
was in possession of the ball at its end of

the court. The score was tied 68-68
against Memphis State.

There no way the Semi-
noles could lose unless the game went
into overtime.

The game did not go into overtime.
But the Seminoles lost 70-68, as Mem-
phis State point guard Andre Turner
stole an FSU inbounds pass, dribbled to
the other end of the court and launched
a 25-foot shot that swished through the
net with one second to play.

It was the fourth game this season

that the Seminoles have lost in the final
second. And it was the second game in a
row that the Seminoles have lost to
Memphis State in the Mid-South Coli-
seum on a last-second shot. Last season,
in the semifinals of the Metro Confer-
ence tournament, Memphis State beat
FSU 65-63 on a jump shot by senior
guard Doom Haynes at the buzzer.

“This one hurts worse than all the
rest of them,” said FSU senior guard
Dean Shaffer.

The loss ended a three-game winning

streak for FSU, dropping the last-place
Seminoles to 2-8 in the Metro Confer-
ence and 10-13 overall. With four regu-
lar-season games remaining, FSU is one
loss away from clinching its first losi
season since 1982, and only its seco
losing season in the seven seasons Joe
Williams has been head coach.

Memphis State, the nation’s fifth-
ranked team, moved its first-place con-
ference record to 9-1 and its overall re-
cord to 19-2,

Chan MEMDUIC 1nE

* ' FSU forward Randy Allen, who
was a lights-out 13 of 15 from the
Noor in the first half as he scored
27 points, led all scorers with a ca-
veer-high 31 points.
. The game ranked with the most
exci in FSU history, as Allen
FSU to a 15-point lead, 47-
2, at halftime. FSU trailed only
Yriefly, by two points, early in that
half. It could &olittlc wrong as it
outrebounded (22-18) Memphis
State and forced the Tigers into
mine turnovers.
« “I think we thought we could
Just come ou! and throw our hat in
the ring. Instead, we got ourselves
«nto quite a hole,” said Memphis
:l:ru coach Dana Kirk of the first
all,
*  But Memphis State, which had
Jrailed at halftime only four other
1imes this season, began cooking in
he second half, and battled back
1o tie the score 55-55 with 8:38 to
play.
«  From that point on, with the
pro-Memphis State crowd of
10,341 on its feet, the lead chnn{'ed
hands nine times before FSU’s
Maurice Myrick tied the game 68-
68 with a free throw with 1:36 to
play.

“We needed to win, not play
well and lose,” said Williams.
“What we cannot allow to happen
now is what happened when we lost
nll those games before (nine
straight earlier in the season). We
cannot sit around and pout. We've
got four games left. We've got to go
out and win those four.

- “We lost today because of a silly
little mistake. Memphis State is a
great ciub and you can't make mis-
takes like that against a great
club.”

The “silly little mistake” oc-
curred, of course, on the game's fi-
ndl play.

- After a missed Memphis State
shot had given FSU the ball back
with 1:02 to play, FSU called a ti-
meout. The Seminoles then worked
the ball around before Keith Lee
blocked a Joe Farrar shot, and Al-
len missed with a jumper off the
loose ball. In the scramble for the
rebound, Memphis State’s Basker-
ville Holmes tied up two Seminoles
with the ball, forcing a jump ball



that was awarded ton;PlS;U o:uh the
alternate-possession , with 26
seconds to play. FSU threw the ball
in bounds, worked 18 seconds off
the clock and called timeout, seem-
i:;'gly assured of the game's final

But with eight seconds to play,
Shaffer .tumpud to throw the
ball in to point guard Farrar, who
was being covered by Turner. The
silly mistake ensued.

“I faked down, then went back
up. Turner stuck with me all the
way,"” said Farrar.

Shaffer, however, bit on the
fake and pnud the ball inbounds
— where it bounced untouched for
two seconds.

“I tried to stop but I had al-
ready let it (the pass) go,” said
Shaffer.

Turner scooped up the ball,
¢luded two FSU players as he drib-
bled to the other side of the court,
then raced down the left side,
pulled up from 25 feet and !hot.

“1 had my ‘mind made up | was
ving to shoot," said Turner, who
a couple of teammates closer to
the basket. “1 felt very confident,
especially since the score was tied
(and a miss would send the game
into overtime). There was no skep-
ticism in my mind about shooting,
nuditfeltgoodjmtuloouulht
it go."

His shot capped a second-half
in which Turner scored 16 of his
team-high 18 points.

“I'm not accustomed to shoot-
ing that much. The situation just
presented melf and | took advan-
tage of it,"” said point guard
Turner, who made eight of 17 field
goal attempts.

Turner scored 13 of those
points in the first 12 minutes of the
second half, as Memphis State out-
scored FSU 23.8. Memphis State
closed the FSU lead despite the al-
ternating absence of Memphis
State big men Lee and William
Bedford, who each garnered their
I'oun_l.\_ foul entl_y in the ueond hu.lf.

“We played tentatively in the
second half,” admitted Williams.
“We had said at halftime that we
weren't going to play that way be-
cause that’s what happened to us
last year (in the loss to Memphis
State in the conference tourna-
ment). We led at halftime last year,
then we went into a delay game and
it hurt us. We were determined not
to do that this time.”

And basically, the Seminoles
didn't, as they ran their offense
and attempted to score throughout
the half. But Memphis State, aided
by 11 second-half FSU turnovers,
did a ru:iy good job of scoring
itself. dition to Turner, the
Tigers got good second-half efforts
out of forward Baskerville Holmes,
who scored eight second-half
points, and Lee. Although his foul
problems limited Lee, a senior all-
American, to only 24 minutes of
playing time, Lee played the last 11
minutes of the game. His six sec-
ond-half points all came at crucial
times.

“We knew we could fight back,
even we've only n be-
hind like that once before this sea-
son,” said Lee, referring to a brief
FSU lead of 16 points in the first
minute of the second half. That
matched a lead owned by Kansas
last Saturday before it wound up
beating Memphis State by four
points. “Florida State always seems
to play us well here in the Colise-
um. It came down to who wanted it
mn. And we wanted it more than

em‘"
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A disheartened FSU disagreed.

“We played hard. We had them
mdnrightpwﬁon.\vcjmtlatup
in the end,” said Allen.

FSU next plays Wednesday
against Louisville.

“I've been saying that Florida
State is like TNT: waiting to ex-
plode,” said Kirk. “l’hay played
awful well today. They're going to
be a contender in the (Metro Con-
ference) tournament.”

FG FT Rb Asst S MinTP
Myrick 24 46 7 4 ) 3B @
Alen W 35 9 7 13 0
Gipson 19 45 9 0 0 4 M
Shatfer &4 00 2 7 4 3B 8
Farrar 29 -2 3 2 13 §
Fitchett 03 224 5 0 0 M 2
Carler 0 00 0 0 0 1V O
Totals V40 1422 B W T W0 &
Memphis State (70)
FG FT Rb Asst S Min TP
Lee 612 45 5 0 0 4 1
Holmes 39 68 8 VYV 220 12
Bedford 1 0y 7 YV v 0
Turner 8-17 24 3 7 4 0 B
. Askew 03 22 3 4 ) 3 2
Becton 9 222 9 2 2 0
Bovd 14 00 3 0 0 12 2
Bailey o1 900 0 0 0 3 O
Totals 7-66 16-22 42 1S 10 200 70
Halftime score: FSU 47, Mem. 51 32;

Fouled out: Bedford (Mem. S1.); Technical
fouls: none; Tolal fouls: FSU — 18, Mem. SI.
— 21; Attendance: 10,341




