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Lionel, La Salle keep FSU losing

Explorers hold on
to dump slumping
Seminoles 101-100

By David Whitley

Democrat staff writer

PHILADELPHIA — If ever there
was a game Florida State wanted to
win, it was held Thursday night at the
Palestra.

The ancient gym is one of basket-

FSU

From 1C

national sudience that it's o
legitimate power, got a quick, irre-
versible shot of confidence

with the
good start. And the crowd was defl-
nitely thrust into 8 whoopit-up
mood.

FSU settied down and cut It to
20-27 on a 3pointer by Mayes with
7:40 left. Considering its start, FSU
was in great shape [t quickly
deteriorated.

weren't playing de
weren't hitting our shots or
the insido-outside
wore getting earlier this year™
La Salle was, and it was coming
from an unbikely source. You've
heard of Harpo, Groucho and
meet Milko
ntil Thursday, Milko Lieverst
had played more like & Marx broth-
or than & coliege center. The fresh-
man trom Amsierdam came loto

ball’s holy temples, and the Seminoles
went there seeking fulfillment.

They came away with only
frustration.

La Salle beat FSU 101100 after
George McCloud missed a 3-pointer
with four seconds left that would have

Tharo
but all that did was let the final score

more accurately reflect the game's in-  defici

tensity, La Salle's relief and the Semi-
noles’ disappointment.

It was their fourth straight loss, a
first under Pat Kennedy, who grew up

dreaming of playing in the 62.year-old
Palestra and had two busloads of
friends and relatives over from New
Jersey for the game.

FSU is now 196. La Salle improved
10 235 as an ESPN audience saw FSU
lose for the third time in a week.

“It seems like ESPN s our jinx,” said
McCloud, who put on a 3-point show to
bring FSU back from a 17-point halftime

1.
He made 10 of 17 3-pointers on his
way to a career-high 36 points, but he
had to share center stage with La Salle’s
unstoppable forward Lionel Simmons,

He chose the first hall 10
plode for nine points and seven
bounds. A littie help like that

who also had 36

“It just wasn't our night,'" said
McCloud. “We fell behind in the first
half, but we showed our character by
coming back. But you can't fall behind
like that on the other team's floor."”

That's something FSU has leared
the hard way lately. La Salle had a 120
lead before FSU made a shot

“We really can't put our finger on
ir," said Irving Thomas. I think we're
coming oul ready to play.”

La Salle, itself hoping to prove 1o the

Please see FSU, 3C

“all Simmons needed The Explorers
went on o 186 run and ook a 5033

halftime lead.

“That really hurt us," said Ken-
nedy. “They were gefting a lot of
joose balls and laying them in for

5"

The Seminoles were again look-
ing at & tall mountain, though out
of necessily they've become pretty
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