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Jones strong in short stint; FSU splits with Mercer

By WAYNE HOGAN
Demacrat Soort Writee
Florida State found a ray of sun-
shine toward the end of a rather drab
afternoon Saturday at Seminole Field
The Seminoles were on their way (o
a split of a doubleheader with Mercer
University when ace righthander Larry
Jones walked to the mound for the first
time in 23 days and immediately
showed signs of & full recovery from a
knee ljury.

Alter dropping the first game 1412
in 10 innings, the third-ranked Tribe
retaliated behind Dan Owen and the
surprise visit by Jones to take the night-
cap 8-2.

Florida State, now 25-7 on the sea-
son and trying to shake off a mild
midseason slump, will play a double-
beader this afternoom against South
Florida at Seminole Field. Game time is
1:30, i

Jones, a junior from Seminole, suf-
fered o freak knee injury while pitching
agalnst Howard University three weeks
ago. Placed immediately into a cast,
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in order in a couple of minutes.

The loss also overshadowed a four-
home run performance by the Semi.
noles, two by designated hitter Joe
Hicks, who also drove in six runs in the

game.
i The Tribe also got homers from

Griffio, his first of the year, und Mark
Coulter, who added another homer in
the second game.

It was Coulter’s homer, a three-run
blast in the second game, that got the
Seminoles winging toward the nightcap

Owen limited the visitors to just
three hits in his five laoings and also got

some offensive help from a 400-foot solo
bomer by Jeff Hardy. It was Hardy's
ninth of the season and the Seminoles’
sixth of the day.

Mercer leaves Tallahassee with a
1815 record with still two more games
with Florida State scheduled for April
30 in Macon,
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Coulter 3, Hicks. 2B~ Pafterson, Ster

rift, Kennedy. HR—Hardy (9), Coulter
P

(5). SB—Bifano.

112 212 300 2—-W
031 502 100 012
E —Pettini, Hardy, McArdie, Miller.

DP~Mercer 1. LOB—~Mercer 14, FSU
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Brannen, Davis, Jones.
Jackson, T—1:48. ATT~1,568.
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Rollins, w(5-4)
McLeod
Miller
Nicholas
Carey 1-2)
HBP—-by MclLeod (Burk
Griffin. U—Jackson, Davis. T—X1



