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FSU crushes
Gators 11-3
for a sweep

By WAYNE HOGAN
Democrat Sparts Wrner

GAINESVILLE ~Florsda  State's
bascball team, beginming its stretch
drive toward a second straight NCAA
playoff spot, destroyed the University of
Florida 11-3 here Wednesday afternoon
giving I a sweep of the four game
SeTIES.

The secopd-ranked Seminoles. now
with the Gators behind them, return to
Seminole field Saturday to begin their
most important series to date. hosting
South Alabama for single games Satur-
day and Sunday.

Florida State came out swinging
against the Gators, exploding for six
runs in the first inning and then relied
on righthander Craig Eaton who al
lowed only four hits through eight in-
mngs

Lefthander Mike McCarthy, who
started the game for Florida, lasted
only one-third of an inning before fall-
ing victim to the FSU onslaught. The
Seminoles banged out six hits in the
marathon first including a pair of dou-
bles and a triple

Three of the runs scored on a pair of
costly UF errars, but Gulliermo Bonilla
drove home @ pair of runs and Bruce
Hulf had a runscoring single 1o spark
the rally,

Before McCarthy could get the sec-
ond out of the inning, Florida Coach Jay
Bergman had aiready gone to his balls
pen for reliever Dave Ricketts

Ricketts was able to work his way
oul bt first-inning jam but eventually
fell victim 1o much the same treatment
as the Seminoles scored five runs off of
him while pounding out 12 hits over the
final eight innings

Eaton's performance was masterful.
The senjor, who raised his record (0 4.3
on the year, made only one mistake in
his eight innings — that was on a fast
ball that third baseman Lynn Givens hit
over the rightfield fence for a two-run
homer in the third inning

Only two runners reached base after
that blow until the ninth inning when
Brooks Carey came on to finish the
game

Rick McGlone drove in Florida
State's seventh run in the second inmng
and Chip Bifano's sacrifice fy in the
third pushed across the eighth tally of
the afternoon.

The Seminoles, who jumped their
record to 35-9 with the victory, finally
were able to lower the boom on Rick-
Clts in the ninth when they drilied four
straight singles to tack three more runs
on the board.

Florida State now braces for South
Alabama, which took two of three
games from FSU last weekend in Mo-
bile. The Seminoles need a sweep of this
series in order to grab an edge over the
Jaguars in the allimportant season
series

A game that was previously sched-
uled between Tampa University and
Florida State on Friday has been can-
celled and will not be made up



FSU 11 Florida 3
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