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FSU BASEBALL

Seminoles walk
past Jacksonville

By Nico Van Thyn
DEMOCRAT WHITER

JACKSONVILLE

Not that Florida State's base-
ball team needs a lot of help, but
Jacksonville University provided it
Wednesday night.

Outhit 83 by Jacksonville, the
Seminoles (34-9) nonetheless came
away with a 63 victory — their
first win at Brest Field in the past
three seasons.

The Dolphins (31-13) helped out
by walking nine FSU batters and
hitting one. Five of them scored.

Plus, two Jacksonville errors
also were critical in helping FSU
score,

Still, it ook ace Seminoles relief
pitcher Phil Olson to get the final
two outs in the ninth inning — the
last a strikeout of Brandt Mathers
with the bases loaded.

Also critical: The relief pitching
of FSU sophomore righthander
Chuck Howell, the former Leon
High star.

He shut out the Dolphins on one
hit over 234 innings, and left only
when two consecutive FSU errors
in the ninth inning gave Jackson-
ville a chance.

“That’s what we have Phil for,”
said Howell, “so | didn’t mind turmn-
ing the ball over to him in that
situation.”

Olson earned his seventh save
and held the victory for starter
Mike Bell (7-2), who beat Jackson-
ville for the third tme in two years,

Howell's role wasn't as exciting
as last Friday's pitching and hitting
heroics in the 96, 14-inning victory
at Miami, but his strikeout of Ryan
Diggs — with the potential lying
run at third — that ended the sixth
inning was the key moment of the

bases by Mickey Lopez and Brooks
Badeaux also helped set up the
runs,

starter John Brockwell (1-6), who
set up the runs by walking five of
the nine men he faced,

“We took advantage of our op-
portunities well,” said Martin. “We
did the little things, we did a lot of
little things right. We bunted peo-
ple over, we got some key hits, we
ran the bases well. | think our
speed this year is something we've
been lacking in the past. We're
able to steal some bases and gel
some people in scoring position

game.
“I came in and Coach (Mike)

when we needed 10"

FSU looked like it might cruise,
building a 40 lead after 215 in-
nings. But Bell wasn't as sharp as
his previous outings against Jack-
sonville and the Dolphins got 1o
him with a four-hit, three-run bar-
rage in the fifth. When he gave up
f two-out triple in the sixth, Martin
called for Howell. .

FSU, third-ranked nationally
and preparing for a crucial Atlan-
tic Coast Conference series at
home against Clemson this week-
end, became the first team 1o beat
Jacksonville twice in a row this
season. The Seminoles won 11-1 in
Tallahassee two weeks ago.
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