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Metro Championship (1st day)
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Metro Championship (2nd day)
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Metro Championship (3™ day)
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South Carolina cruises
to Metro championships

By BRIEN SHEA
Special Writer

South Carolina’s Stephane Simian
and Florida State’s Stephan Note-
boom started showing signs of pres-
sure as their No. 1 singles final pro-
gressed during yesterday's Metro
Conference Tennis Championships
in Louisville.

Blasting themselves with outbursts
in their native tongues — Simian in

French, Noteboom in Dutch — the
two engaged in a self-motivational
duel. Simian proved to be slightly
more effective as he outlasted Note-
boom 76 (7-3), 46, 76 (9-7).

“He was returning my serve real-
ly well, and he gave me trouble,”
said Simian, ranked eighth in the
United States. “We've played so
much lately it was hard to keep fo-
cused.”

South Carolina, which came into
the tournament as the heavy favor-
ite, lived up to its billing, defeating
its closest competitor, Virginia Tech,
46-30.

“The Metro is a lot tougher than it
used to be, and we had a lot of
tough matches,” Gamecocks men'’s
coach Kent DeMars said. “I expect-
ed us to do well, but we had to be
ready each time we went out.”

South Carolina had three singles
winners and two doubles champions,
including the No.1 team of Simian
and Dave Hopper, which beat Vir-
ginia Tech's Alex Ortiz and Mark
Bernstine 6-3, 6-4.

The South Carolina women's team
swept all six singles finals and won
two doubles matches. Only the No. 1
doubles team of Nathalie Rodriguez
and Michelle Duda fell, losing their
final 6-2, 7-6 (7-5) to Florida State's

Buffy Baker and Keri Preng.

South Carolina finished with 52
points. Florida State had 36. -

Rodriguez, ranked 42nd national-
ly, whipped Baker 6-3, 6-3 to capture
the No. 1 singles match.

“I knew I couldn't relax against
her because she's a very good play-
er,” Rodriguez said. “But it was
hard to get up for the doubles. It's
been a long weekend.”

It was a long day for the Universi-
ty of Louisville, which had just one
finalist, No. 4 men’s player Warren
Watson, who lost 6-3, 7-6 (10-8) to
Virginia Tech's Alex Ortiz.

The Uof L men finished in sev-
enth place, the women's team in
sixth.
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