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Track meet
serves a few
tasty leftovers

By David Whitley
Democrat staf!t writer

It wasn't & bad meet, but ..,

“All in all, I'd rather be in Philadelphia,” said
Florida State women's track coach Gary Winckler.

Unlike most of the track world, Winckler's atten-
tion was focused on the Springtime Relays on Satur-
day. Just about everyone else had his or her mind on
the Penn Relays in Philadelphia or the Drake Relays
in Des Moines, which is where most of the quality
competition was,

allahassee was left with the leftovers. Like most
leftovers, some were just as good as the originals: oth-
ers weren't all that appetizing.

The best dish was probably the men's 800 served
by Ocky Clark of the Bud Light Track Club, who
brbund # 1:46.61. That broke his own meet record set
lha‘st year and the track record st in 1983 by James

ay.

“This feels great. I've had so many hard times
lately; my father passed away. But with the help of
God and my coaches, I'm surviving,” said Clark. “I'm
just going to be so glad when I get here to FSU."

Dick Roberts no doubt feels the same way. Roberts,
FSU's men's track coach, signed Clark to track schol-
arship two weeks ago. The three-time junior college
national champion in the 800 will be a junior next
season. That fact just may ease some of the pain
Roberts was feeling near the conclusion of Saturday
night’s meet.

George Gardner, Florida State's highly-regarded
freshman, pulled his hamstring running the 4x400-
meter relay. His status for the rest of the season is
Huutionablo. Gardner's spocialty is the 800, a race he

nished second to Clark in on Saturday. He was run-
nln(k the relay for a speed workout that didn't quite
work out.

“Anytime you do that you're taking a gamble,” said
Roberts. ““This time we {:ot."

Alan Drosky of the Atlanta Track Club set the only
other meet record for the men, running a 3:43.58 in the
1,500. Vince Washington and Carlton Scott pulled an
FSU sweep in the sprints, Washington won the 200 in

21.09 while
Scott took the 100 in 10.49. FSU
legend Mike Roberson took second
in 10.77.

“l had the fastest qualifying
time, so I figured that if | went out
quick and stayed smooth I'd be al-
right,” said Scott, who admitted it
was a bit difficult getting up for the
week of final exams.

“You know it's coming, so
you're prepared for it,"” said Scott.
“But, you're drained from study-
ing, and then you have to come out
here and do what you've been do-
ing all year."”

One person not too drained was
FSU's Cheryl Cooker, who quali-
fied for the NCAA Clumcvionnhipn
in winning the javelin. “We knew
she could do it, it was just a matter

of when," said Winckler.

If Gardner's pulled hamstring
ruined the night for Roberts,
Winckler's evening wasn't exactly
made when he found out 400-meter
relay team ran a time that would
have won the Penn Relays. As it
was, FSU had to be happy with
being Springtime champions.

“Most of their schools sent their
second-string people here,"”
Winckler said, sounding none too
happy. “Most of the good competi-
tion is at the Penn Relays or the
Drake Relays, which is where we
should have been.”

But FSU officials wouldn't al-
low it because it was finals week.
Winckler abided by their rules, but
he sure didn't like them.

“I'm really upset that we
couldn't be there. It's really a slap
in the face,” he said. “We had some
good times, but ..."

All in all, he'd rather have run
them somewhere else.
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Lisa Pakutka (Alabama) 35:488; Lorl John-
son (Georgla) 24:50.40.



