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Gators end
FSU track
dominance

By Don Watz
Democrat correspondent

A track and field meet between Florida-Florida
State just doesn't receive the same fanfare and intensi-
ty as in other sports. Good thing for Seminole fans this
time around, as the Gators handily won the 32nd an-
nual duel meet 86-68.

Lately, results have been quite the opposite. FSU
has dominated the series, winning the last nine of 11
before Friday night's meet held at Mike Track. It
still holds a 19-13 series lead. The meet is the longest
running series between the schools.

“You can't win forever. Since this is my last |
was hoping we could continue the streak," said FSU
coach Dick Roberts, who has resigned effective at the
end of the season. "But | am proud of what I have
nm:‘q\pli‘nh_«‘i in years past.”

Also held at the track was the Eastern Air Lines
Track and Field Invitational for several women's
teams, including FSU.

In the men's meet, FSU held the lead for almost
three-quarters of the way., But the Seminoles lost it
when the field events came to a close. Thus, an early
lead suddenly turned into a sound defeat.

“At the beginning of the season we thought we
could have won it,” said Roberts. “But due to some
unfortunate circumstances we lost the edge as the
season got underway."

Track can be a predictable sport. For the most part,
previous times are going to hold up and the top three
finishers ~ which earn the points - are going to
follow cue. That held up in the long run, but not in the
early going.

g-id Roberts: 1 was m of our lnundty at the
start. | felt we worked r than Florida.”

The first running event ~ the
400-meter relay ~ turned out to be
a mild surprise, with FSU winning
with a time of 39.84. The ﬂmlln‘::
was run by football running
Sammie Smith, who edged out Ed
Frazier. The race was so close that
there still was a debate after the
photo was processed. Only a close
and long look was able to determine
the winner.

“I felt I won it because I had my

chest expanded at the end,” said
Smith.

“That was the best race of the
night,” said Roberts.

Not only was the race ucim
= it was fast. Both teams
NCAA qualifying times, an unusual
mnnu. It was also a meet re-

The Seminoles lost the lead af-
ter the 14th event after holding a
five-point margin. Florida never
looked back after that.

There was no drama toward the
end this time, Florida won the last
nine of 11 events.

Florida 86, FSU 68

Resuits of Fridey's running of the
Florida State-Florida frack meet, which
was won by Florida 84-68:

Hammer — 1. Moratio Garcia (FSU),
215<10; 2. Mark Sieeman (Unattached), 182+

13 KTMM (FSU), 163-6
= 1. Tom Fetters (FSU), 190-
11; 2. John Dawson (FSU), 189-8; 3. Garcla

= |, Florida State (Lawson,

(FSU), 35674
100 hurdies — 1. Arthur Blake (FSU),
1413; 2 Jason Waish (FSU), 1424, 3. Rod-

(Fla), .05

100 — 1. Dennis (Fia), 1039, 2.
Sammie Smith (FSU), 10.50; 3. Tony Jones
(Fla), 10.54
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