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- Like many athletes before a big
event, Florida A&M sprinter Ve
leria Reid found her nerves getting
the better of her Saturday. And

bleeding ulcer only minutes before

the start of the 45th annual FAMU

Relays turned out to be no more

than an upset stomach from all of
her

the excitement.

. The senior gol over pre-
race jitters in enough time not only
to win the women's 100-meter dash,
but also to run a leg on two win-
ning relay teams.

~ “I think 1 was too ready and
overexcited,” Reid said after the
meet. “I've been dreaming aboul
this day for weeks. I've been ready
10 race since Thursday.”

In the closest race of the day,
Reid defeated her next-closest
competition by three one-hun-
dredths of a second to win the fin-
als of the women's 100-meter dash
with a time of 1191 seconds.

Reid's time didn't break the
FAMU Relay record of 11.47 set by
Southern's Linda Wilson in 1980, It
also did not approach Reid's per-
sonal best of 11.06 — a time she
ran while still in high school,

don't matter, Because if you finish
second you might as well have fin-
ished last. 1 just want to win."

Three hours after anchoring
her team’s 4x100 sprint relay team
to victory early Saturday after-
noon, Reid ran the second leg of
FAMU's sprint medley relay team
final.

On the baton exchange from
Carletta McKenzie, Reid nearly
fumbled the baton. She had to
come 1o a complete stop to gain
control of the baton.

Reid wheeled and tore after the
leader, 40 yards ahead of her. As
the 5000 in attendance cheered,
she closed the gap with every step,
As she handed off to teammate
Tonya Thomas after 200 yards,
Reid had drawn even. Thomas and
Samantha Belcher pulled away and
FAMU won easily.

FAMU won 10 events overall,
six men's and four women's. Flori-
da State won six events, three each
for the men and women.
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