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Bloom’s discus toss
sends meet officials

hunting for steel tape

BY GENE CHERRY

STAFF WRITER

WINSTON-SALEM — All alone in the
center of the grassy field, the blue
banner flaps on the yellow rod,
waiting for officials to come with

the steel tape.

For hours, Wake Forest track
and field coaches call hardware
stores and surveyors in search of

one.
A steel tape is the

device of choice for record perfor-
mances in track and field, and the
Deacon coaches have a stunner.
Wake Forest's Andy Bloom has
unleashed the longest discus
throw in ACC history, wiping out
the previous best by almost 5 feet
at the annual conference champi-

onships, which opened Friday.

Only three Americans threw
farther last year than Bloom's

toss of 208 feet, 3 inches.

The calls continue, and the
answer is always the same: Sor-
ry, we don’t have a steel tape with

metric markings that long.

“What about the steel tape?”
Bloom asks a coach at Campus
Stadium before going home. He
has come to the stadium, more
than a quarter-mile from the field
on which he threw, to receive his
award and cheer on his team-
mates, who finish Friday in first
place with 58 points, 10 more than
favored North Carolina, which
should still win the title today.

Although ACC officials are will-
ing to give Bloom the conference
record without a steel tape, they
know one might add an inch or so
to his performance. Fiberglass
tapes like the one used Friday
have a tendency to stretch.

The throw, 11 feet farther than
his previous best, already has
dazzled Bloom, a senior from
Schenectady, N.Y.

“I knew it was big,"” he said of
the second of six attempts.

Big things, too, were happening
in the women’s 100 meter prelimi-
naries. For the first time in her
life, she said, North Carolina star
Marion Jones false-started and
was disqualified from the event.

Jones rebounded to qualify for
today’s 200 and went on to suc-
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