FLORIDA STATE TO COMPETE IN BULLDOG CLASSIC

For Immediate Release
May 4, 2001

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - In the final weeks of preparation for the NCAA Championships,
Florida State’s men’s and women’s track and field teams will send select athletes to Athens, Ga., to
compete in the Georgia Bulldog Classic. This meet will be the final away test before the Seminoles
return to Mike Long Track and Field for the final home meet of the season, the Seminole Twilight
Meet.

Looking to better their marks this weekend will be the Garnet and Gold’s top four pole
vaulters. The duo of Lindsay Osborn and Megan Robbins continue to battle for the top spot on the
Seminoles’ squad, as well as the top mark in the conference. Osborn currently owns the edge with a
12-08.00 mark which she cleared at the ACC Outdoor Championships. Robbins, a transfer from
Oklahoma State, is close behind with a mark of 12-06.25. On the men’s side, the equally impressive
duo of Jason Dean and Jeff Atkinson lead the Seminoles. Dean, a senior from Clearwater, Fla., owns
the edge in experience as the former ACC Champion has cleared a season-best 16-06.75, tallied at the
conference championships. Atkinson, a sophomore from Coral Springs, Fla., owns the team’s top
mark, clearing 17-00.25 at the FSU Quad Meet.

Also making the trip to Athens will be junior Mario Lowe. Lowe, after claiming the ACC
title in the indoor season in the triple jump, came back to lead FSU in the outdoor season. Lowe
owns the top mark in the ACC this season, hitting the sand with a mark of 52-07.50 earlier in the
year. Lowe claimed second at the outdoor conference championships, falling to teammate Joe Allen.
Lowe has already provisionally qualified for the NCAA Championships, but will look to better his
standing on that list this weekend.

Makiba Batten will also look to better her standing among the nation’s elite, as the junior
from Detroit, Mich., has already tossed an NCAA Provisional discus mark of 170-03.00. Batten has
battled Clemson’s Jamine Moton all season for the top mark in the ACC, and currently stands in
second. Batten also owns the squad’s top mark in the shot put (48-06.00) and is second in the javelin
(119-07.00).

The Georgia Bulldog Classic will take place on Saturday, May 5. Competition begins at 8:30
am. with the women's hammer throw and will conclude with the men's invitational hammer throw
scheduled for 7:00 p.m.
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