FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: August 31, 2003
CONTACT: Elliott Finebloom (850) 321-7096

NO. 6 PENN STATE ESCAPES FORM TALLAHASSEE WITH 2-1 WIN OVER FSU
Seminole junior Jez Ratliff nets her second goal of the year in FSU’s 2-1 loss.

Tallahassee, FL — It has been a long time since a Florida State soccer team opened a
season at 0-2. The last time was Patrick Baker's first year as coach in 1999. After dropping a 2-
1 decision to the sixth-ranked Nittany Lions (1-1-0) Sunday, the Tribe lost back-to-back home
games for just the second time in the regular season under Baker. Penn State, a 2002 College
Cup semi-finalist, was the 13t College Cup team FSU (0-2-0) has faced the season after making
it to the national final four and they bounced back after a one-goal loss to Florida Friday night.

“In my previous three seasons, we have never started off a year with two teams (USC
and Penn State) that are this good,” said senior Amber Tollefson. “To come out and play a final
four team, compete with them and control play for large stretches was important. We wanted
the result today and didn’t get it but we played well. This is a great starting point for us and I
am proud of how much better we played today compared to Friday.”

After an effort FSU coaches considered lackluster Friday night versus No. 19 Southern
California, the Tribe rose to the challenge against a PSU team that has been to two of the last
four College Cups. The Tribe played PSU even statistically with both teams taking 12 shots.
The Lions had a slight edge in shots on goal and won the corner kick battle 4-3. After being
fouled 20 times by USC Friday night, PSU was just as physical being whistled 18 times and
receiving three, second half yellow cards.

“One of the things we talked about was trying to play better and we made considerable
strides from Friday to today,” said Baker. “I felt like at times we showed the team we could be
but we still aren’t keeping the ball out of the back of the net and we are still failling to capitalize
on some pretty good chances. Hopefully we will refine that.

“How well we played today in relation to Friday was night and day. If we would have
put together this type of performance Friday, it may have been a different story. We really did
some good things today.”

Florida State has only lost back-to-back games five times since 2000 and the only time
they have ever opened a season 0-2 was in 1999. After a somewhat slow start in 2002 (1-1-2),
FSU bounced back and made the team’s second trip to the Round of 16 in the NCAA
Tournament so the coaches and players are not panicking in the least.

“It is hard losing the first two games of the season. We aren’t used to that,” said junior
Katie Beal. “We are all disappointed but we know we got better today. We're getting better
each time. There are still things we need to work on. We need to find a way to shut out teams
defensively and get a few more goals on the board as an offense.”

“These games will only help us prepare for the rest of the year,” said Baker. “These are
similar to ACC games and the type of game we will get at Gamesville Friday. It is great for us
to play big time opponents like this right off the bat. Hopefully we learn from this and keep
making ourselves better. If we do, we will get those results”
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Florida State got off to a good start in search of that first result of the year as they
started the scoring in the 16% minute. Beal served a great free kick from almost 40 yards out
into the box. Freshman Julia Schnugg, who measures just 5’5", challenged PSU keeper Amanda
Brown (1-1-0) for the service. Schnugg got her head on it and the ball fell right between Jez
Ratliff and Tollefson. The senior got a touch on it before Ratliff followed her as the two shot
almost simultaneously.

“Jez and I could split credit but I don’t mind who got the stat, I was just glad it got in
the back of the net,” said Tollefson. “Last game we didn’t challenge like we should have. That
goal came from Julia (Schnugg) challenging the keeper first and then Jez and I went after it.
I'm just glad it went in.”

The goal was the second in two games for Ratliff. Last season she scored in back-to-
back games in the second and third matches of the year. With four points in just two games,
the Oklahoman is off to the best start of her three year career.

With less than 10 minutes remaining in the first half, SoccerBuzz preseason Player of
the Year Joanna Lohman evened the game with her second goal of the season. The strike came
off a free kick after India Trotter was booked for pulling down a PSU player about 45 yards
from goal. Leigh Hamilton served the kick into the box at the back post and Lohman latched
on to it as her header beat Joy McKenzie (0-2-0) and the Seminole defense.

Lohman was one of the main focuses of the FSU defense Sunday afternoon. The senior
from Silver Spring, MD had 31 points in 2002 and now has 79 points in her Nittany Lion
career.

“I can see why (Joanna) Lohman is a player of the year candidate. She 1s very good,”
said Beal. “She is a huge part of what they are able to accomplish as an offense.”

“We challenged our midfield to step up and deal with Lohman and company and for the
most part they did,” said Baker.

The FSU offense put the pressure on Penn State at the start of the second half. Just
two minutes in, Leah Gallegos sent Ratliff down the right wing. She got endline and crossed to
fellow Oklahoman Camie Bybee who was unable to pull the trigger. The Nittany Lion defense
cleared the ball but it landed right at the feet of Gallegos about 18 yards away. The sophomore
fired a shot that was blocked before it could get on frame.

In the 64t minute the Tribe broke out in numbers after a cleared free kick. Gallegos
got the clearance at her feet and dribbled almost 50 yards with Ratliff and Schnugg supporting
her. With the Seminoles out numbering the PSU defense $ to 2, Gallegos’ final pass was just off
the mark.

“We are struggling a little bit linking up. The times we have connected in both games
have resulted in quality chances,” said Ratliff. “We are having trouble finishing m that final
third and sending that final ball in. We have worked on it but we need to do better. When we
get that down, it will be on.”

“We are getting considerably better on offense,” said Tollefson. “We practice it every
day but it is in games where you really see what you need to work on. I really think this 1s a
great starting point for us except we didn’t get a result. We will be fine”

Just five minutes later, Penn State struck again. Sophomore Tiffany Weimer made a
run down FSU’s left flank and caught the experienced Seminole back four out of defensive
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shape. The North Haven, CT native slotted the ball to 15t Team All-Mid-Atlantic region
forward Heidi Drummond who was in alone with the keeper. The Littleton, CO native buried
the 4204 goal of her career at the near post.

“At first it was difficult to adjust to their offense and they had us under a lot of
pressure,” said Beal. “Once we gauged their system we did fine. We gave away two easy goals
though. I think we were out of shape on the game-winner. All four of us were not together and
when you are not together teams will make you pay for it. We have to find a way to stop that
n the future.”

The goal was the first of the year allowed by the FSU defense in the run of play.
Although Lohman won’t get an assist in the box score on the goal, she may have played a huge
role as her run caused the Tribe defense to lose shape.

“The game winner was the first goal of the four we allowed this weekend that was
given up in the run of play,” said Baker. “To be honest, I couldn’t even tell what happened.
Joanna Lohman was making an unbalanced run and I was telling Julia (Schnugg) to pinch back
with her. The next thing I know she (Drummond) is in, I look up and she is hitting it.

“Penn State had maybe two good chances in the second half and they made it count.
The same thing happened versus USC. We need to stay a little more focused and tighten things
up in the back.”

Florida State will play its third ranked team in eight days as they head on the road
Friday, September 5 to face No. 21 Florida (2-0-0) in Gainesville. The Gators came mto the
season unranked in two polls but after a 2-1 win over Penn State and a 4-3 victory over USC,
UF is sure to make a jump in this week’s polls. The Tribe has won three of the last four versus
UF and is 1-1 in their last two trips to Percy Beard Stadium.

If you need more information on the Florida State soccer team, please visit the FSU
Athletic Department’s official home on the web at www.seminoles.com.

—-FLORIDA STATE SOCCER—

Patlahassee, Florida 32316
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No. 12 FSU Soccer
46 Penn State vs #12 Florida State (Aug 31, 2003 at Tallahassee, FL)

Penn State (1-1-0) vs. Goals by period 1 2 Tot
Florida State (0-2-0y  mroooosoooosooooomomsmmommmmme
te: Aug 31, 2003 Attendance: 432 Penn State.......... 1 1- 2
ather: 81 degrees but field temperature close to 90 Florida State....... 1 0- 1

Penn State Florida State
Pos ## Player Sh 806 G A Pos ## Player sh S0G G A
GK 1 Brown, Amanda....... - - - = GK 18 Joy McKenzie........ - - -
MF 5 Pezzullo, Stephanie. - - - - MF 2 Amber Tollefson..... - - -
D 6 Jacobs, Natalie..... - - - - D 3 Teresa Rivera....... - - - -
F 8 Drummond, Heidi..... 1 1 1 - D 4 Kristin Boyce....... - - -
F 9 Smith, Stephanie.... 1 1 - - MF 5 Jez Ratliff......... 3 1 1 -
D 10 Lentz, Amanda....... - - - = MFF 6 Julia Schnugg....... 1 - - 1
D 14 Hamilton, Leigh..... - - - 1 D 10 Kelly Rowland....... 1 - - -
F 16 Weimer, Tiffany..... 2 2 - 1 F 13 Leah Gallegos....... 3 - - -
MF 17 Lohman, Joanna...... 5 11 - MF 15 Camie Bybee......... 2 1 - -
D 19 Komar, Mandy........ - - - - D 20 Katie Beal.......... - - - -
MF 22 Krieger, Ali........ 1 - - - MF 28 India Trotter....... 2 i - -
—————————— Substitutes ---———=-——- ———————--- Substitutes -----——---—
3 Mertz, Broocke....... - - - - 8 Alli Perreri........ - - - -
7 Hoak, Janelle....... 1 - - - 14 Rachel McDowell..... - - - -
11 Hill, Alexandra..... 1 - - - 22 Toby Ranck.......... - - - -
18 Hiler, Sophie....... - - - - Totals........ e 1z 3 1 2
21 Dwyer, Sarah........ - - - -
24 Tomko, Heather...... - - - -
28 Lincoln, Holly...... - - - -
Totals............ ..o 12 5 2
Penn State Florida State
## Player MIN GA Saves ## Player MIN GA Saves
18 Joy McKenzie........ 90:00 2 3
Saves by period 1 2 Tot
Penn State.......... g 3 - 12 Penn State.......... 2 0 - 2
Florida State....... 7 5 - 12 Florida State....... 3 0- 3
Corner kicks 1 2 Tot Fouls 1 2 Tot
Penn State.......... 3 1 - 4 Penn State.......... 8 10 - 18
Florida State....... i 2- 3 Florida State....... 5 7 - 12
SCORING SUMMARY:
GOAL  Time Team Goal Scorer Assists Description
1. 15:07 FsU Jez Ratliff (2} Amber Tollefson; Julia Schnugg
2. 36:55 PSU Lohman, Joanna {(2) Hamilton, Leigh 14's long free kick to 17 in box
3. 69:00 pSU Drummond, Heidi (1} Veimer, Tiffany 16 slots 8 on left side, § scores near p

CRUTIONS AND EJECTIONS:
vo-Far #28 {36:50) ; YO-PSU $28 (58:51); YO-PSU #14 (61:22):
yo-paU #8 (70:42)

afficials: Referee: Kim Vieira: Asst. Referee: Renzo Gentile; Arrlington Success!
Timekeeper: Courtney Hastings; Scorer: Elliott Finebloom;

0ffsides: Penn State 2, Florida 3tate 2.

Florida State starts season(-2 for the second time ever

Amber Tollefson scores first goal since 11/8/01

Seminoles travel to face Gators next Friday

Referee signature




M EICF L. \ellel Xl L.
No. 12 F8U Soccer
#6 Penn State vs #12 Florida State (Aug 31, 2003 at Tallahassee, FL)

Penn State
i i

B: close left wing A in the box C: c«close right wing
11w
168
22b
1T RG>
17w
8 *GE*

E: far left wing D: top of box F: far xright wing
9s 17b
17b
1€S
7
17

Florida sState

B: close left wing A: in the box C: close right wing
5w 6 28w
13 BaxGr
15w
10w
5w
E: far left wing D: top of box F: Ffar right wing
15s 13b 28s
13k

SYMBOLS: *G*=Goal S=8Save w=Wide/High p=Post/Crossbar b=Blocked
Team Shot Summary

Florida State
TOTAL SHOTS ATTEMPTED 1
BLOCKED BY DEFENSE
SHOTS OFF TARGET
POSTS
SHOTS ON TARGET
SAVED BY GOALIE
GOALS SCORED

TOTAL SHOTS ATTEMPTED 1
BLOCKED BY DEFENSE
SHOTS OFF TARGET
POSTS
SHOTS ON TARGET
SAVED BY GOALIE
GOALS SCORED
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