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Stunned FSU
rallies for title

By GERALD ENSLEY
Democrat spertywriter

It may have stunned the crowd for
a few moments, but in the end the
finals of the AIAW Region III softball
tournament proved to be a case of
Mubhammad Ali against Henry Coop-

er.
Like the English boxer who gained
reknown for being the first boxer to
knock down the three-time heavy-
weight champion, Ali, underdog
ﬁm& Florida put Florida State on
the canvas Saturday afternoon before

about 250 fans at Messer Field.
. But, like Ali did against Coop-
, the Seminoles eventually re-
covered their poise, came out
and ed away a winner

South Florida 5-2 in the
after losing a
first game 2-1.

It was a double-elimination tour-
ney, South Florida, which
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to be ousted from the

threw their knockdown punch in the
first game of the finals — with a
assist from FSU and an umpire.
t came in the top of the seventh
inning, with two outs and a runner on
first, and South Florida behind 1-0.
South Florida's N Mason hit a
soft bouncer back to tcher Su-
san Painter, who fiel the ball
cleanly, and turned to make the final
out of the game. But Painter’s throw
to first base took off like a mp shot
from the three-point line. t base-
man Sandie Williams managed to
mtheballwitha;oodla?and
come down on the before, it ap-
peared, Mason it.
Umpire Brenda Weich
the runner safe, th
Fl runners on first third.
Pinch-hitter Toni Smith then fol-
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“We deserved a break or two,”
South Florida coach Hildred Deese
between games, mindful that her
team had beaten FSU for only the
second time in seven meetings. “But
we're not hitting very well. We're
going to have to start swinging ag-
gressively in this next game.”

Though South Florida had eight
hits in the first game, Deese knows
her business. The Lady Brahmans
managed on seven hits, to FSU's 10,
in the second game. While USF went
on top 2-0 after 2% innings in that
game, FSU made its hits count, tied
the game in its half of the third, add-
ed single runs in the next three in-
nings, and allowed USF three hits the
rest of the way to capture the victory.



“They hit better than we did,” said
Deese afterward. “Still, I'm very

proud of this team. This has got to be
a boost to our ego, into the na-
tional tournament knowing we can
take one from them."”
FLORIDASTATE 0200403 ~ 9160
SOUTH FLORIDA 0100000 ~1 83
W — Susan Painter. L — Nancy Lee.
SOUTH FLORIDA 3010202 ~ 8133
FLORIDA 3000000 ~3 51
W — Nancy Lee. L. — Janice Croud.
SOUTH FLORIDA 00000011 — 281
FLORIDASTATE 00100000 — 194
W — Nancy Lee. L — Susan Painter.
SOUTH FLORIDA 10100002 73
FLORIDA STATE 002111 x ~5102

W — Susan Painter. L — Nancy Lee,



