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NO. |6 FSU ADVANCES TO CHAMPIONSHIP GAME WITH 2-0 WIN OVER ILLINOIS
Brandi Stuart’s fourth inning RBI and Leslie Malerich’s eighth win highlight Nole victory.

Boca Raton, FL -- After dropping its first two games of the FAU/Worth Invitational, the 16"-
ranked Florida State softbal! team (16-3) avenged one of its opening day losses and won its third straight
game with a 2-0 win over the University of Illinois. (I1-6). The win puts the Seminoles in the
championship game where they will face host team FAU who defeated FSU 2-1 in 10 innings on the first
day of competition.

“I think we really fought had as a team today and Leslie gave us another strong performance on
the mound,” said head coach JoAnne Graf. “We were able to get some timely hitting and Leslie once
again limited an opponent to just two hits. When you limit your opponents chances like Leslie does it
really gives you a huge advantage especially versus a good team like Illinois.”

The game was a classic defensive pitchers duel for the first three innings as Illini freshman
pitcher Amanda Fortune (3-3) and Malerich matched each other out for out until the top of the fourth.
Serita Brooks ted off the inning with a bunt single and then swiped her seventh base of the season to put
herself in scoring position. Kimmy Carter then advanced Brooks to third as she beat out a bunt to put
runners on the corners with no outs. Louisville Slugger/NFCA Player of the Week Brandi Stuart then
singled to shortstop to plate Brooks with the eventual game winning run.

The Seminoles added an insurance run in the seventh when Robyn Gauger doubled to left
center and scored pinch runner Leah Armstrong from first base. It was Gauger's second double of the
tournament and she now has six RBI's and is hitting .444 at the Worth Invitational.

The Seminoles will face FAU (9-4) in the championship game at 3:00 p.m. The Owls hold an
all-time 4-2 series lead over the Seminoles and defeated FSU in 10 innings on Friday.
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The Automated ScoreBook
Florida State ve Illinois
Fab 25, 2001 at Boca Raton, FL (FAU Stadium)

Florida State 2 {16-3} Illinois 0 {11-8)

C !
ar AR R H RBI BB 80 PO A LOB Player AE R H RBI BB S0 PO A LOB

gtaci Brandon 3b......... 3 0 0 O 0 0 0 4 1 Montgomery, Evinef...... 3 0 1 0 ¢ 1 1 0 O
Serita Brooks cf......... 312 ¢ 0O0O0O0 O Jones, Brin 3b........n.. 00 0 ¢ 1 4 3 1
Kimny Carter C..cseseeees 3 010 015 2 0 Hamma, Lindsey 88......+. 00 o0 ¢ 0 3 4 0
Brandi Stuart 2b......... 3 0 1 1 0 0 1 2 0 gartinl, Janma c......... 3 000 ¢ 111 1
Jess van der Linden xf,,. 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O Sauter, Kristie 1f....... 3 0 0 0 ¢ 1 2 0 O
Jenn White-Stokes dp..... 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0'Connell), Katie 2b,,.... 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 O

Leah Armstrong pr....... 01 0 0 o o 0 0 0 Hammel, Alicia 1b........ 2 0 0 0 ¢ 0 8 1 O
Robyn Gauger Ib,......... 3 01 1 0 014 0 O Fortune, Amanda p........ 2 0 0 0 ¢ 0 0 2 0
Natalie Bennett 88....... 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 Bird, Raryn rf........... 2 01 0 0 00 O0 O
Monique Marier 1f........ 1 0 0 0O 1 0 00 0 Nevard, Kathryn dp....... 0 00 0 0 ¢ 0 0 9
Leslie Malerich P.c.vuva. b o0 0 0 D0 3 O
TotalB....coivvunss esesees 25 2 5 2 1 12111 3 TotalB.sueerranransssesss 21 0 2 0 1 42113 2
Score by Innings R H E

Florida State....... 000 1001 - 2 5 1
Illinois..cevvvasvss 000 Q00O - 0 2 1

E - Kimmy Carter; 0'Connell,K.. DP - Illini 1. LOB - Seminoles 3; Illini 2. 2B -~ Rcbyn Gauger. SH - Jones, Erin. BB - Serita

Brook.

Florida State IP H R ER BB S0 AB BF Illinois IP H R ER BB SO AB BF
e

(::j;ie Malerich..... 7.0 2 0 0 1 4 2123 Fortune, Amanda..... 7.0 5 2 1 1 12526

Win - Leslie Maler {8-1). Loss ~ Fortune, A. {3-3}. Save - None.
Unpires -

Start; 12:50 pm Time: 1:30 Attendance:

Game: 2252001



