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MALERICH PICKS UP VICTORY NOQ. |00 IN 3-2 WIN OVER NO. 10 FAU
Jessica van der Linden drives in the winning run with 7th inning walk off of Myers.

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The 21*-ranked Florida State softball team fired the opening shot in the
season’s moast important series with 10" ranked Florida Atlantic (55-10) Tuesday afternoon. Seminole
ace Leslie Malerich (28-10) pitched FSU to a 3-2 win in a game‘that wasn't decided until the bottom of
the seventh inning, The senior All-American went seven innings, allowed four hits and notched the 100"
win of her career. She is just the 25™ pitcher in Division I softball history to win 100 games in a career.
The victory over the top-ranked team in the South Region moved the Seminoles to 48-14 and 23-2 in
the region.

The much-anticipated pitching match-up of ACC Player of the Year candidate Malerich and
FAU’s National Player of the Year finalist Nicole Myers was over before it began. The Owls surprised
some by starting freshman Candice Freel {24-5) in game one of the doubleheader. The Oregon native

. came into the game a gaudy 20 games over .500 with a .12 ERA and showed she deserved the start.
C The right-hander didn't allow a Seminole run through three innings while aliowing just two hits.

The Owls took an early lead in the first when Freel helped her own cause with a two-out bloop
single up the middle. The freshman fisted the first pitch she saw into shallow center plating left ficlder
Ninya Ybarra with the game’s first run.

Florida State looked as if it would tie the game in the bottom of the frame when senior Kimmy
Carter took the first pitch she saw to the warning track in left before Ybarra tracked it down. Florida State
went on to string together back-to-back two-out singles but was unable to get the tying run across the
plate.

The Seminoles threatened Freel again in the fourth and ended up taking the lead. The inning
started with Jessica van der Linden's slow rolling single to second base. She was followed by Brandi Stuart
who laid down a textbook sacrifice bunt and she reached safely when the throw from FAU catcher Callie
Piper hit her in the helmet. Stuart moved to second and van der Linden to third on the ricochet off the
ermant throw. That brought up FSU’s leading RBI producer in Kimmy Carter. The senior catcher came
through once again as she sent a single into left center scoring both base runners and pushing her team-
leading total to 47 on the year. Carter’s 47 RBIs are the second-most in the 24-year history of FSU
softball and moved her within two of tying the single-season record.

The FSU advantage was short-lived as eight-hole hitter Rhianna Rogers led off the top of the fifth
by sending a 3-2 pitch out of the deepest part of the park in straight-away center. It was the third round-
tripper of the year for the third baseman and the seventh homer Malerich has allowed. Of the |3 home
runs the Seminole pitchers have allowed in 2002, only three have come with runners on base.

The fifth-inning, homer was 2 key hit as the game moved to the bottom of the seventh with the
teams still knotted at 2-2. After retiring Becky Brock to lead off the inning, Shandra Colzie chopped a

- single over the first baseman Pam Mazzarella’s head. The hit put the junior at 2-for-3 on the day. She
( was followed by Tatiana George who singled up the middie to put runners on first and second with ane
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out. Twin sister Shundra Colzie followed with another infield hit and the Owls were unable to gun down
the lead runner at third leaving the bases loaded with one out. Florida Atlantic then brought in their ace
Myers to try to end the Seminole uprising. The National Player of the Year finalist went to 3-2 on van der
Linden before missing on the pay off pitch to plate the winning run.

After completing today's twin bill with FAU, Florida State opens conference tournament play
Friday at 7:00 p.m. The Seminoles open up with the winner of the day’s first game between North
Carolina and Virginia at 3:00 p.m. For more information on the 2002 ACC Softball Tournament
including game times and ticket prices, please visit our official athletic website at www.seminoles.com.
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NO. Z1 FlOY10a STATe SOITDaLl
Florida Atlantic at Florida State (Game 1)
May 87, 2002 at Tallahassee, FL (Seminole Softhall)

Florida Atlantic Z (55-10)

(—-\nyer AE R H RRI BB SO PO A LOB
Wright, Heather ss....... 3000 000G B8 O
Matthews, Ginny ef....... 3000 01 2 31 @
Myers, Nicole dpfp....... 2 00 0C 1 000 O
Ybarra, Nioya 1f......... 3110¢ 0120 2
Marzarella, Pam 1b....... 30089 0011 0 O
Piper, Callie c.......... 2 000 00 20 0
Freel, Candice p/fdp...... 3011 0101 0
Rogers, Rhianna 3b....... 2111 0000 1
Shirah, Michelle rf...... 2 010 000O0 O
Bellisari, Amy 2b........ 6 0 0 0 0 0 21 0
TotalS...cviarnrsnransans 24 2 4 2 1 319511 3
Score by Innings R H E

Florida Atlantic.... 010 010 0 - 2 4 2
Florida State....... 000 2001 - 3 8 O

Hote: 1 out, 3 runners LOB when the game ended.

Florida State 3 (48-14)

Player AB R H REI EB S0 20 A LOB
Tatiana George ss........ 4 0 1 0 @ 2 5 1 0
Shundra Colzie rf........ 4 0 1 0 o ¢ 1 0 1
Jeas van der Linden c£... 3 1 1 1 1 ¢ 1 0 o
Brandi Stuart 2b......... 1100 1 0 4 90 0
Kirmy Carter €........... 3 0 1 2 0 ¢ 3 90 0
Monique Marier 1f£........ 3010 00190 0
Beth Wade 1b............. 3 010 o 0 4 1 2
Becky Brock 2b..........- 3 0060 0011 2
Shandra ColzZie dp........ 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 92 0
Leslie Malerich p........ 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0
Totals..ovviinriciacacas 2T 3 8 3 2 121 6 8

‘R - Ybarra, N; Piper, C. DP - Owls 1. LOB - Owls 3; Seminoles 8. HR - Rogers, R{3}. SH - Piper, C; Stuart(6)}. SB -

Stuart (50} .

Florida Atlantic IP H R ER BE S0 AB RF MNP
rTeel, Candice...... 61 8 3 2 1 12729 91
Myers, Nicole....... .0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 &

Win - Malerich {28-10). ILoss - Freel, C (24-5), Save - Noue.

Inherited runners/scored: Myers, N 3/1.
Twpires - Home:Gary Smith 2nd:Ken Hayes
Start: 5:36 pm Time: 1:38 Attendance: 158
Game: 572002

Game notes:

Malexrich becomes 25th player in NCAA history to win 100 games.

Fleorida State

IP H RER BB S50 AB EF NP

Leslie Malerich,.... 7.0 4 2 2 1 32426 92

Kimmy Carter's 47th RBI is the second-highest single-seasen total in FSU
history and she is now just one RBI of tying the career record at FSU with

131 RBIs.
Myecrs, N faced 1 batter in the 7th.



